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Selected Short Sermons 


by Earl Riney 














“Goodwill” is the first step toward 
brotherhood. The interest of all groups 
are served by “goodwill.” 

* * * 

Selfishness makes Christmas a bur- 

den, but love makes it a delight. 
* * * 

Christmas should be the touch-stone 

of the Christian way of living. 
* * * 

Wanting less is sometimes truer 

wealth than having more. 
* * * 

God the greatest giver; his Son, the 
greatest gift; Eternal life, the greatest 
possession.—John 3:16. 

* * * 

The way to world peace is a road 

that no nation can travel alone. 
* ” * 

Warm your Christmas heart at the 
altars of the church. 

* mm * 

Many folks are unhappy because they 
do not get what they want. The happy 
folks are those who do not always get 
what they want, but are happy over 
what they get. 

* + * 

May the Christmas Day when it 
comes find you in a mood of happy reci- 
piency and leave you in a state of joy- 
ful satisfaction. 


* * * 


Merry Christmas: It will be merry if 


you turn out the spirit of hoard and | 


welcome the spirit to give. To get 


pleasure, give it. 
*” * * 
May the Christ Spirit be born in us 
on Christmas day. 
7 * * 
A Christless Christmas is_ pretty 
much like a counterfeit dollar. 
+ *” x 


Remember the Gift presented for you 


in the long ago, and try to be true, | 


when Christmas comes. 
Oo’ * * 

“Peace on earth” will be the fruit of 
the entrance of peace into individual 
hearts and lives. 

* * * 

A Christmas dinner maxim: It is not 
the quality of the meat but the cheerful- 
ness of the guests that makes the feast. 

* * * 

If you can’t succeed in making your- 
self as happy as you want to be, just 
try the experiment of trying to make 
others as happy as you want to be — 
you may be surprised at the reaction. 

* * * 

The three Wise Men saw the light and 

followed it; well they are called wise. 
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BOOKS FOR THE BUSY PASTOR 
MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER 


Sermons and Prayers of 
PETER MARSHALL 


This selection of sermons and prayers is set 

up typographically word for word just as they 

were taken into the pulpit by PETER MAR- 

SHALL, late Chaplain of the United States 

Senate. PETER MARSHALL had attained a 

national reputation at an age when most 

clergymen are unknown. 

PETER MARSHALL spoke before congrega- 

tions that included some of the most powerful 

men in Washington. People waited for hours to 

gain admittance to his services each Sunday. 

Senators left their committee meetings to hear 

his famous Senate prayers. 

These sermons are not addressed to the great and the near-great, but 
rather to the man in the street, the man he preferred to call “Mr. 
Jones.” There are no other sermons like these, for there was no 
other like PETER MARSHALL. $2.50 


SERMONETTES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Thirty-six sermonettes written for Juniors and 
Intermediates. Carefully selected from many 
hundreds of stories which have repeatedly capti- 
vated the hearts and imaginations of children in 
the author’s own church. Contains sermons on 
surrender, obedience, purity, the Christian life 
and many appropriate subjects for use dur- 
ing special seasons and special occasion serv- 
ices. $1.75 





CHRIST'S PARABLES FOR TODAY eam 


By WILLIAM WARD AYER 


A practical treatment of the parabolic message 
of Jesus and a study of HIS attitude toward con- 
temporary problems. The clarity of Dr. Ayer’s 
exposition and the vivid outlines of Bible back- 
grounds are written in the author’s character- 
istic style which has endeared him to millions of 
his regular radio listeners, This book will de- 
light all Christians because it is Scriptural and 
spiritual, aimed at the exaltation of Christ, the 
conversion of the unsaved, and the upholding of 
the church. & 


FREEDOM AND FAITH 


America’s Choice: Christ or Tyranny 
By SAMUEL M. SHOEMAKER 


A skillful and vigorous analysis of the freedom 
we enjoy in democratic America—a freedom 
whose very foundation lies in Christianity. The 
author by hammering at ideas, not persons, 
shows that effective democracy depends on 
Christ, and our international crisis stems from 
the Godlessness that has swept great portions 
of the world. 


This is a book that will appeal to business men, ministers, and all 
practical- minded people who are giving intelligent thought to today’s 
serious problems. $1.75 


___.At All Bookstores — ee ae 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY — NEW W YORK 10 
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available November copies will be 
sent without cost to you. 
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ID you ever feel the thrill a pastor ex- 

periences when his church is moving 
ahead rapidly, money is pouring into the 
treasury, church is packed at every meeting, 
and a nice crowd turns out at the mid-week 
service? 

Do you know that if you are going to be a 
success as a church manager you must take 
advantage of modern church methods? Are 
you aware of the fact that nearly all progres- 
sive ministers pubiish parish papers? 

A parish paper competes with the movies, 
the automobile, the Sunday newspaper, and 


paper fills empty pews and keeps them 
filled. 

Instead of sitting still and waiting and 
hoping that enthusiasm will grip the hearts 
of the members, why not take the initiative, 
step out and resolve that your church must 
go forward? 

The first step is to establish a parish paper, 
and if you want the biggest value for your 
money, use our service. We are the origina- 
tors of the parish paper idea. We standard- 
ize—mass production makes it possible for 
us to give you a better parish paper at a 


golf, and beats them decisively. A parish lower price. 


STANDARDIZED PARISH PAPER SERVICE 


UNDREDS of churches in every State in the Union and Canada now use our co-operative 

service, and all testify that a parish paper is the best means of building up a church 
and helping the pastor in every line of duty. Send the coupon for full particulars, samples 
and testimonials from pastors of city and rural churches. 


Samples of parish papers produced by this 
company, as well as full particulars regarding 
our Standardized Service, will be mailed to 
your office. Use this coupon. 


Ottawa Ave 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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Here's a beautiful church 
that will stay beautiful 


.-~it has floors of WRIGHTEX Rubber Tile 


By using WRIGHTEX Rubber Tile, the builders of this church have 
assured permanent loveliness for this sanctuary because WRIGHTEX 
will retain all its new beauty for generations. 

Furthermore the resilient surface of WRIGHTEX cushions footsteps 
and contributes to a quiet, worshipful atmosphere. 

WRIGHTEX is also exceptionally easy to maintain! When you 
consider this low maintenance along with the 100-year life, it is easy 
to see that WRIGHTEX is the most economical, as well as the finest, 
floor you can select. 

You will find WRIGHTEX in hundreds of the finest churches in the 
country. Write for sample tiles and descriptive literature. Wright 
Manufacturing Co., 5207 Post Oak Road, Houston 5, Texas. 





WRIGHTFLOR Hard Surface 
Rubber Tile gives unmatched serv- 
ice in halls, recreation rooms and 
other areas where traffic is ex- 
tremely heavy. 











WRIGHT-ON-TOP Compression Cove Base gives 
the ideal finishing touch to every flooring installa- 
tion. Available in black or colors. It harmonizes 
perfectly with other decoration. 


WRIGHT RUBBER TILE 


FLOORS OF DISTINCTION 











Ministerial Oddities 


Collected by Thomas H. Warner 











According to the English Star, strip 
cartoons, crossword puzzles and cover 
girls will appear in parish magazines 
in 1950. They are to be introduced as 
part of a campaign to make church 
journals as bright and up-to-date as 
modern periodicals. The project is 
backed by 100,000 pounds, and its spon- 
sors have already received orders from 
200 parishes for nearly 100,000 maga- 
zines. 

* * * 

British Baptists at their annual con- 
ference in 1949, refused to be drawn into 
what is described as “the holy war 
initiated by the Roman Catholic Church 
against Communism.” The action was 
based on the fact “that millions in Rus- 
sia were Baptists, and that the breth- 


|} ren in Russia were sincerely convinced 
| that Communism was a protest against 
| past privilege and the exploitation of 


the oppressed.” 
” . * 
Officials of the Dulwich Grove Con- 
gregational Church in London, an- 


| nounced the acceptance to resign made 
by the Rev. William E. Allen, minister 
| there for twelve years. The church 
| officers’ statement said: “Mr. Allen’s 
| position is that, after many years of 


intensive study, he has reached the 
conclusion that the ideals of Christian 


| society are realized in the scientific 
| socialism of Marx and Lenin, and 
| accordingly has become a member of 


the Communist party. Many members 


| of the church are not offended by their 
| minister holding membership with the 
| Communist party, but there are some 
| who could not agree with Mr. Allen’s 
| left-wing activities.” 


* * * 

In August, 1949, the official news 
service of the Roman Catholic Church 
announced that a fourteen - year - old 
District of Columbia Protestant boy had 
been relieved of “diabolical possession” 
by the prayers of a priest. Churchmen 
said the boy got a full medical exami- 


| nation before the priestly rites were 


used. The possession symptoms were 
blaspheming and shouting in Latin. 
a ” * 

According to a report from Vatican 
City on August 25, 1949, “An Ameri- 
can newspaper’s report that St. Peter’s 
bones have been found in a forgotten 
tomb under St. Peter’s Basilica has 
stirred deep excitement here.” The 
New York Times had reported in a 
Rome dispatch, dated August 7, the 
discovery. It said: “The secret has been 
so well kept that only Pope Pius XII 

(Turn to page 16) 
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A Bishop Is Consecrated 


FEW days ago, as a guest of Bishop Bev- 
erley Dandridge Tucker, the editor had 
the privilege of witnessing the consecra- 

tion of a Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Nelson Marigold Burroughs, for some 
time rector of Christ Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
was consecrated to become Bishop Coadjutor 
of the Diocese of Ohio, over which Bishop 
Tucker presides. The service was held in Trin- 
ity Cathedral, Cleveland. 

Religiously I am still a man of moods. There 
are times when, pressed by the details of organ- 
ized religion, I wish for the simplicity of the 
Friends. I would welcome the Sabbath rest of 
Galilee; the calm of hills above. 

Yet there is much that is nobling and inspir- 
ing in a service such as this which represents 
Protestant liturgy at its highest. In a great 
Cathedral, one is conscious of the heritage of 
the Christian centuries. Here is ecclesiastical 
design, art in color, form and music. In this 
particular service are prayers formulated by 
the ages, yet strikingly applicable for our day. 
Symbolism it may be, but it unites the man of 
today with the saints of yesterday. 

I was interested in the references in the 
service which made the bishop a protector of 
the weak. In presenting the new bishop with 
a Bible the presiding bishop, reading from the 
liturgy says: 

Be to the flock of Christ a shepherd, not a wolf; 
feed them, devour them not. Hold up the weak, 
heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring again the 
outezsts, seek the lost. Be so merciful that you 
will not be remiss; so minister discipline that you 
forget not mercy; that when the chief shepherd 
shall appear, you may receive the never fading 
crown of glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Again a question is put to the candidate. 

Will you show yourself gentle, and to be mer- 
ciful for Christ’s sake to poor and needy peo- 


ple, and to all strangers destitute of help? 

One’s imagination is active at this point of 
the service. He goes back to the old feudal 
days when the strong had little care for the 
weak. It was the church and the good priest 
who extended charity and mercy. 

There were some features in this service 
which I think were peculiar for the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. There was the offering 
which was received, not for the expenses of 
the service of consecration, nor the work of 
the diocese, but for the World Council of 
Churches. ‘This was again emphasized in the 
sermon preached by Bishop G. Ashton Oldham, 
Bishop of Albany. 

The local papers gave plenty of space to the 
service but not enough, I think, to Bishop Old- 
ham’s sermon. It struck fire at two points. 
One was its spirit of ecumenicity; he pleaded 
for a reunion of the divided body of Christ. The 
other was his comments regarding the possi- 
bility of a third world war. 

“You can’t destroy an ideology by force,” 
said the Bishop. “Should a world war come, 
God forbid, yet to which we seem to be inevit- 
ably moving, it will not destroy communism, 
but leave a ravished and impoverished world 
as a natural breeding place for communism and 
despair.”’* 

Cooperating in a service of this nature one 
gets the feeling that he has suddenly become a 
part of the Christian centuries and is newly 
convinced of the strength of the church. 
Christianity certainly should try to sustain the 
spirit of Galilee and the apostolic age. But it 
has been building through the ages. One is 
conscious of this as he participates in an his- 
toric. I ain grateful to that stalwart, yet mod- 
est and democratic churchman, Bishop Tucker, 
whose Christian personality has so influenced 
the life of our community. 


*My apologies to Bishop Oldham for an inaccurate quotation. I 
am typing from memory. But I am sure the quotation gives the 
substance of his statement. 





Old Profession Under 


Modern Pressures 
(Yes, It's a Frankenstein) 


VERYWHERE the editor goes, ministers 
make the same complaint. “We work un- 
der too much pressure.” If one goes into 

details, we find that the average pastor has 
been adding many duties to his life and has 
found little opportunity to throw off any. He 
is under pressure from his own denomina- 
tions; from the interdenominational projects; 
from social agencies in his own community. He 
is driven, harassed and tired. He longs for a 
chance to study—to relax—to let up. But the 
opportunity does not come. 

I think that it is a true picture. Preachers 
work under too much pressure. The only duties 
which have been dropped from his schedule 
compared to the past generation are, perhaps 
the evening service and the prayer meeting. 
But where these two have been omitted from 
the schedule, they have been followed with 
many committee meetings, youth work, organi- 
zation leadership and other things. 

I wish I could tell the wearied minister how 
to free himself from the pressures. But it is 
not an individual problem. The ministry, a 
heritage from the old priesthood is, perhaps, 
the oldest profession in the world. Yet we are 
but babes in the woods when it comes to the 
mastery of time. In the complexities of mod- 
ern life most any business, even organized la- 
bor does a much better job of adjusting itself 
to the modern world. The cure of the situation 
will only come with a church with sufficient 
vision and courage to appraise its entire struc- 
ture including personnel in the light of our day. 

Yet, there are some simple techniques which 
the individual minister can use to reduce the 
tensions of his own life. 

Goat Feathers. A generation ago these were 
defined as the feathers one accumulates by be- 
ing the willing goat of the community. The 
ambition to be of community service has led 
many ministers to a feather-gathering expe- 
rience when they should be accumulating some- 
thing worth- while. The entire thesis which 
maintains that clergymen need to be “joiners” 
in order to make helpful contacts is open to 
question. The minister might profit more, and 
I am sure that his church would, if he could 
convince himself that he has a full-sized job 
and that he cannot be taken away from it for 
every movement which comes along. 

Too many laymen still feel that the minister’s 
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tasks require little time. We preachers are 
largely to be blamed for the concept. Our will- 
ingness to leave our major task at every beck 
and call is a pretty good indication that we, 
ourselves, do not take the work of running the 
local church too seriously. 

We had a clergyman in our town some years 
ago who boasted that he had never missed a 
home game of the Cleveland Indians. He used 
to carry a little radio and listen to announcers 
as he sat in the grandstand. He wanted to get 
some publicity for his experience and asked 
for an introduction to the religious news editor 
of one of our papers. I urged him to drop the 
idea. 

“For heaven’s sake,” I told him, “don’t do 
anything to give the impression that the ave- 
rage minister can find time to attend every 
baseball game.” 

People do not need much encouragement to 
reach such conclusions. 

Local Church First Job. Then it will help if 
he will sell himself the idea that his principal 
task is to give a good ministry to his own local 
church. Even the simplest church is a com- 
plex organization. The minister needs time for 
his own study and preaching. The responsi- 
bilities for counseling are growing every 
month. This philosophy will not be popular 
with the district superintendents, the denomi- 
national executives, the bishops or the moderat- 
ors. But it will be appreciated by the local 
church. 

The minister should not be disloyal to his 
denomination. But he still has the rights of an 
individual. He has the responsibility to use 
what judgment he possesses on the denomina- 
tional programs which are passed on to him. 
He may be amazed at the intricacies of denomi- 
national offices. He tries to comprehend the 
multiplicity of offices created, the secretarial 
staffs, the traveling expense account, the mil- 
lions of pieces of printed publicity. This is 
probably the one thing he never will under- 
stand in this earthly life. It is one of the 
mysteries reserved for the blessed region be- 
yond the grave. 

But it is certainly no heresy for a man to de- 
cide that he has one life to live and that to live 
it the fullest, he must narrow his activities. 
Saint Paul had one thing to do; he did a mighty 
good job of it. Most of us with less ability 
than Mr. Paul have a hundred things we want 
to do. We do not accomplish as much as he 
did but we do get weary and confused. 

Test Each Activity. “Prove all things; hold 

(Turn to page 77) 
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The Bible as a Basis of Great Preaching 


by Wheam a Stidger 


The posthumous publication of this article by the late Dr. Stidger 
will be considered an event by many of our readers. It has lain 
in our files for years. In the very first paragraph you sense that 
it comes from the era of Theodore Roosevelt—not Frankiin D. 
It is the distinguished author at his best. It reveals his love for 
the Bible. We think that Bill will be pleased that we have found 
this unpublished contribution of his and passed it on to our 
readers. 


UT of the overflow of one’s 

knowledge of the Bible comes 

great preaching. Theodore 
Roosevelt, William Jennings Bryan and 
Woodrow Wilson based their great po- 
litical addresses and utterances on the 
Bible. Bryan’s famous “Cross of Gold” 
speech which focused the attention of 
the political world on him as a young 
man, came from the Bible. 

Roosevelt once said: “If a man is 
not familiar with the Bible, he has suf- 
fered a loss which he had better make 
all haste to correct.” 

He based his famous “preparedness” 
speech to America on Ezekiel thirtieth 
chapter and third verse. “But if the 
watchman see the sword come and blow 
not the trumpet, his blood will I re- 
quire at the watchman’s hands.” 

In the famous appeal made for the 
Progressive Party, Roosevelt in Chi- 
cago used a Biblical figure in this 
phrase: “We stand at Armageddon, 
and we battle for the Lord.” 

I stood beside him when he made 
his famous Panama Canal speech at the 
Panama Pacific International Exposi- 
tion in San Francisco. I shall never 
forget the way he read from his manu- 
script and then slammed the pages 
down on the platform and ground as 
he finished with each one, as if to 
say: “This word is uttered for this hour 
and day and that’s that!” 

On that day he used his favorite 
text from Micah: “What more doth 
the Lord require of thee than to do 
justice, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God.” 

Lincoln himself was saturated with 
the Bible. His very style itself was 
sourced in the Bible. 

In speaking one day of a group of 
slaves chained together Lincoln said: 
“How true it is that ‘God tempers the 
wind to the shorn lamb.’” He was com- 
menting on the cheerfulness of the 
chained slaves. 

All of Lincoln’s letters, his speeches, 


his great proclamation are regnant 
with Biblical texts, utterances, and 
key-thoughts. 

These five great American statesmen 
and presidents: Lincoln, Roosevelt, 
Bryan, Lincoln and Wilson have, in 
a remarkable fashion won the hearts 
of the American people. They have 
been impressive public speakers, each 
in his own way. Each saturated his 
public utterances with figures of speech 
from the Bible; each sourced his great 
addresses in the Bible; each from time 
to time actually took texts from the 
Bible. 

Therefore if the great statesmen of 
this nation have found it effective to 
source their great preachments in the 
Bible why not the ministry? 

In Dan Crawford’s Back to the Long 
Grass there is a story about the na- 
tives of Africa calling Livingstone a 
“God’s Book Man.” This is what 
every preacher ought to be: A God’s 
Book Man. 

He may use Dramatic Book Sermons 
as one of his vehicles of preaching; he 
may be known from shore to shore as 
a Book-Preacher; but he ought also to 
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be known not only as a Book-Preacher; 
but also he ought to be known as a 
preacher of THE Book. 
I 
The Bible Is an Inexhaustible Source 
of Texts and Thought 

There is a gold mine in California 
which is in Grass Valley. They call it 
The Imperial Gold Mine, I like that 
name. 

I visited this gold mine in 1915. They 
told me that they had been taking gold 
from that mine for more than fifty 
years but that more gold had been 
mined from it that year than in all of 
its previous years put together. So is 
it with the Bible. 

The Bible is an inexhaustible source 
of sermon-thought and text. It is a 
diamond field of text-nuggets. It is an 
inexhaustible ocean of human experi- 
ence; it is an artesian well of living 
water flowing with eternal life from 
the inner fountains of God. 

The alert preacher will never want 
for a text or for a thought if he will 
dip into the Bible each week. He will 
never want for an apt text to fit any 
topical thought that he wants to pre- 
sent to his people if he sources his 
preaching in the library we call the 
Bible. 

The Bible has never failed me. I 
have never opened its pages since I 
have been in the ministry that I have 
not turned to a text that has gripped 
my soul. One need never go outside of 
the Bible for preaching unless he de- 
sires. In its single texts, in its poetry 
and parable, in its drama and fiction, 
in its human interest story and its his- 
torical pageantry, in its prophesy and 
its preaching, it is inexhaustible. 

II 
The Bible Has a Universality of Appeal 

Using texts from the Bible helps to 
get what Lorado Taft calls “The Hint 
of Eternity” back into preaching. Most 
of us preach with our own age in the 
scope of our horizons when we ought to 
be preaching with the ages in mind. The 
Bible will help to get that reach into 
our utterances. Dr. Fitch speaks of 
the “frantic immediacy” of our preach- 
ing. The Bible will help us to get away 
from the frantic immediacy. It has the 
universal and the eternal in mind in its 
utterances and in its scope. 

The Bible is frankly honest. Rupert 
Hughes and a few of our modern real- 
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istic writers in the school of biography 
bring to us George Washingtons who 
were pock-marked, who swore, and had 
affairs with women, and who were not 
plaster-Paris Saints. These modern 
realists think that they have discovered 
something new but the Biblical writers 
preceded them and foreshadowed them 
many centuries ‘ago. They wrote the 
truth about the Biblical characters, 
good and bad. Harem, and intrigue, 
and hatred, and murder, and pillage, 
weakness and strength. They wrote of 
Samson’s love affairs, his shorn hair, 
and his blind eyes with as much frank- 
ness as a Rupert Hughes writes of 
Washington’s pock-marks. This gives 
the Bible all the more strength as a 
background for great preaching. Its 
universality, its honesty, its unwilling- 
ness to gloss over facts to make its 
heroes plaster-Paris Saints. 


Stricklan Gillilan has a simple verse 
which expresses this universality of 
the Bible in its application to human 
problems, and its far reach. 

He calls it “The Book for All Time” 
and it appears in Including You and 
Me, and I use it by special permission 
of the author himself: 


“There never was a trouble yet,” I’ve 
heard my mother say, 

“That wasn’t mentioned in this Book I 
study every day. 

There never was a crisis in a human 
life, I’m sure, 

But has its prototype in this—the Book 
that must endure.” 


She doesn’t say things to me now— 
that mother wise of mine— 

At least not with the sort of voice she 
did. But clear and fine 

I hear her admonitions just as plainly 
now as when 

She read to me the same old things, 
again and yet again. 


I didn’t know it sank so deep—the wis- 
dom she imparted. 

It took the years—relentless years that 
left me heavier-hearted— 

To show me how her words and voice 
I thought I slightly heeded 

Were stored to give my later life the 
things it sorely needed. 


And now, when in a hotel room, I take 
the little Book 

The Gideons—God bless them!—gave, 
I reverently look 

Through page on page and find therein, 
to my profound surprise, 

Full proof, through this great wonder 
Book, that God’s all-seeing eyes 


Foresaw that day—that very day that 
was so new to me, 

And had discoursed, through minds in- 
spired, on all that I should be 
And do, throughout the crisis that had 

seemed to me unique! 
How marvelously, down the years those 
wondrous pages speak! 


And strangely, things I read in there, 
sound different, somehow, 

From ordinary printed stuff. And hence 
my little vow 

That I, both for my mother’s sake, and 
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for my own sake too, 
Will search the Scriptures every day— 
they tell me what to do!” 

And, for the same reason: because 
the Scriptures are universal, honest, 
true, helpful in every experience of 
human life, might the preacher take a 
tip from the poet and help his people 
to solve their problems. 

Ill 
The Bible Source Gives the Text a 
Note of Authority 

I am not a stickler for using a text. 

I am as willing as any preacher or 
teacher can be to abolish the text as a 
starting place if there is any good rea- 
son for it. I am not a slave to tradi- 
tion. 

But I do know that the use of a text 
gives a certain note of authority to a 
sermon. 

A few years ago there was a series 
of articles in a certain American maga- 
zine called “Blasting at the Rock of 
Ages.” It was in the days of the so- 
called higher criticism, when theologi- 
cal seminaries which were attempting 
reverently and scientifically to get at 
the truth, were the center of blind 
hate. A literal interpretation of Bib- 
lical texts without any attempt to jind 
out what those texts meant to those who 
uttered them, and to those who heard 
them for the first time, was running 
rampant. A literal interpretation of a 
certain text without any weference to 
its setting in a chapter or a book; or 
its connection with its day was the ac- 
cepted thing. Then there came the 
era when reverent and well-trained 
men delved into the past to get the 
truth. That day has passed and the 
Bible is stronger now than it ever was 
because of that research. Therefore, it 
is true, that even with more of a note 
of authority than ever a text from the 
Bible comes. 

Jesus himself quoted from three of 
the great books of the Bible in his 
preaching: Deuteronomy, Isaiah and 
the Psalms. He quoted from these 
books because it gave a note of author- 
ity to his preaching. 

They said of him “He preached as 
one having authority.” So will it be 
said of men of the ministry in this 
day, or in any day, that they “preach 
as one having authority” if their 
preaching is sourced in the Book of 
Books. 

I have not forgotten that novelists, 
poets, dramatists, have sourced some of 
their great productions in the Bible. 
This is true of Shakespeare, Tennyson, 
Milton, down to the most modern writ- 
ers of this day and age. I remember 
one year noting that fifty books had 
taken their titles from the Bible. 

They do this because the Bible gives 
a note of authority to creative work. 


IV 
Preaching Values of the 
New Translations 

The new translations are effective. 

Alfred Noyes, when speaking in 
America, said that preachers often 
“Mumble words that would wake the 
dead when they read the Bible.” 

Such is the tendency of many of us. 
We are so familiar with the beautiful 
literature and the exquisite English 
of the King James Version that it is 
repeated by rote, as we mumble or 
mouth the creeds. 

It has ceased to have any meaning 
to us. It has died on our lips. 

The use of the new translations will 
lift us out of this rut. 

I illustrate: 

In the King James Version, Revela- 
tion twenty-two, six says: “Blessed 
is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book.” 

That sentence is ambiguous, it is 
circumlocutory. It is meandering. 

The Moffatt translation reads: 
“Blessed is he who holds to heart the 
words of the prophecy of this book.” 

That single phrase pictures a man 
holding the Bible to his heart literally 
and figuratively. That new transla- 
tion makes that sentence live anew. It 
illustrates what I mean by the use of 
the new translations. 

The best book on this group of new 
translations is Dr. Halford Luccock’s 
Preaching Values in the New Trans- 
lations. I cannot commend too highly 
the use of this book, for the sake of 
variety in preaching, for the sake of 
emphasis, for the sake of compactness, 
and impact of a certain text which 
has been put into understandable mod- 
ern phraseology. I want io illustrate 
by quoting several texts as they are 
translated in the new translations: 

“Why do you note the splinter in 
your brother’s eye and fail to see the 
plank in your own eye?—( Matthew 7-3 
—Moffatt) 

“I did not come to invite the pious 
but the irreligious.”—(Matthew 9-13— 
Goodspeed) 

“Do you know that the Pharisees 
were shocked to hear you say that?”— 
(Matthew 15-12—Goodspeed) 

“So he told his disciples to have a 
small boat ready; it was to prevent 
him being crushed by the crowd.”— 
(Mark 3-9—Moffatt) 

“We do not know where this fellow 
comes from.”—-(John 9:30—Weymouth) 

These few illustrations will serve to 
show the terrific impact of these ideas 
when they are put into modern phrases. 
Maybe we shall catch some of the “Lost 
Radiance” or “The Lost Impact” of 
these texts if we read and use the new 
translations in our preaching. 
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V 

Jesus’ and Paul’s Use of the Bible 

in Preaching 

Paul and Jesus were great men to 
source their preaching in the authority 
of the Bible. We can well afford to 
study their methods, 

Paul was not only a great preacher, 
but he was a great organizer, mission- 
ary and money raiser. He had the 
same problems that we have. He met 
them in a most practical fashion. 

Paul was a great hand to write let- 
ters to his people. That is a good mod- 
ern method. Few preachers use the 
mails enough to keep in contact with 
their people. 

Marriage anniversaries, commence- 
ments, hours of trouble in homes, per- 
sonal letters such as Paul wrote, make 
an unforgettable impression on people 
in these days. A letter to a little child 
makes that child a friend for life, be- 
cause children seldom get letters 
through the mails. 

Paul started his preaching with 
things in which people were interested. 
He started with a statue to the “Un- 
known God” in his famous Mars Hill 
Sermon. Paul watched the races, and 
wrestling matches, and games for his 
illustrations and sermons. Jesus did 
the same thing. 

When he was talking to shepherds he 
used figures of speech about sheep and 
sheep-folds; when he was talking to 
farmers he talked in terms of seeds, 
and harvests, and threshing floors, and 
barren fields; when he was talking to 
mothers and wives he talked about 
bread, and leaven, and household du- 
ties, and tasks. He talked in the lan- 
guage that people understood. He re- 
ferred to his so-called sermons as 
“These sayings of mine.” 

In his use of the Bible Jesus often 
said: “It hath been said to you by them 
of old but J say.” This was his nega- 
tive use of the Bible. He also had an 
affirmative use of quotations from the 
Old Testament books. His affirmation 
was in a sense a fulfillment of the 
prophesies of the Old Testament. We, 
too, must use history and not scorn 
the past. 

It is interesting to note how Jesus 
used modern methods, or, rather, how 
some of our modern methods have the 
authority of Jesus back of them. 

We have talked a lot about “Story 
Sermons” which means the use of such 
stories as the stories appearing in 
“Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush,” Kip- 
ling, Poe, O. Henry, VanDyke, and 
others as the background of sermons. 
This is a valuable medium of preach- 
ing. We find that Jesus used the short 
story sermon in his parables. 

We have talked about Food, Faith 
and Fellowship Nights. We find as a 


How to Use the Music Pew 


MUSIC PEW 


Dr. Sneed In the Music Pew 


HIS is something new to us. The 

First Methodist Church of Los An- 

geles has its “Centennial Prayer 
Chapel.” In it is a music pew. J. Rich- 
ard Sneed, the minister, says that the 
music pew is a juke box with a college 
education, The meditations of some 
people are stimulated by religious mu- 
sic. To provide this the control has 
been installed in a panel at the pew. 
Recorded selections of organ solos, vo- 
cal solos, quartets and choruses have 
been placed in the player. In addition 
there are available recordings of the 
twenty-third psalm, the Beatitudes and 
the thirteenth chapter of First Corin- 
thians. 

Here are the instructions given for 
use of the music pew: 

1. Sit in the music pew when it is 
not otherwise occupied. 

2. Select the particular hymn or 
scripture you desire to hear. 

Press the control button which 
plays your record. 

4. After your hymn or scripture has 
been played, move quietly into another 
pew so that others may find the music 
pew available to them. 

5. Be mindful of others always who 


may be worshipping in the chapel. 

Help for meditation is also offered 
in the leaflet distributed at Centennial 
Chapel. For effective meditation the 
worshipper is advised: 

1. Enter in the spirit of reverence, sit 
quietly, relax completely, relieve your- 
self of all tensions and trust God, in- 
viting him to speak to your waiting 
soul, 

2. Observe quietly the altar, the 
flickering candles, the symbols in the 
windows, and let your mind dwell com- 
pletely on spiritual things. 

3. Repeat silently to yourself any of 
the great scriptural passages you have 
leerned: the 23rd Psalm, the Lerd’s 
Prayer, the 13th Chapter of First Cor- 
inthians, and “think on these things.” 

4. Affirm silently the declarations of 
faith in any of the creeds which you 
know, and repeat silently any of the 
prayers which you have learned. 

5. Forgive fully and completely any 
who may have done aught against you, 
even as God through Christ, forgives 
you and holds no sin to your charge. 

6. Read from the Book of Worship 
found in the pews, the directions for 
which are on another page herein. 

7. Hear hymns which bring you spir- 
itual inspiration by touching the re- 
mote control selector button in the 
music pew, instructions for which are 
found herein. 

Finally there are suggestions for use 
of the Book of Worship. Some people 
may not be familiar with the book. 
The leaflet tells where to turn for 


help, as follows: 


Prayers for All Occasions 

Affirmations of Faith 

Salutations, Ascriptions 

Scriptures for Readings and 
Prayers 

Daily Reading and Meditation__286-323 

Family Prayers 324-327 

A Treasury of Prayers 

Graces 365-368 

Prayers for Leaving the Chapel_148-149 





source of authority for this modern 
method that Jesus first fed people, 
cured their blind eyes, their deaf ears, 
their palsied limbs; and then preached 
to them. He fed them first. He told 
them a story. He answered the world- 
old cry of “Tell me a story” with his 
immortal “Once upon a time” — “It hath 
been said to you of old, but I say unto 
you—” 

Paul and Jesus were moderns. We 
must learn from them a new approach 
to people in our present-day preaching. 

VI 

How to Use the Bible in Preaching 

Know it in the original if possible. 
Know the Hebrew and the Greek. 

There is no perfect substitute for 
this knowledge. 

However, if one has not had the 


privilege of knowing the Bible in the 
original languages, there are innumer- 
able commentaries and dictionaries for 
his use, from which he may approx- 
imate a knowledge of what certain 
texts and passages mean through sec- 
ond hand knowledge of specialists. 

Read good books about the Bible. 
Every month sees such books pouring 
trom the presses of America. There is 
an entire literature about Jesus and 
Paul and the New Testament as there 
is of the Old. 

I have emphasized elsewhere the 
modern method which I call The Dra- 
matic Book Sermon. I suggest that we 
preach dramatic book sermons on the 
books cf the Bible. 

Hosea would make a great dramatic 

(Turn to page 18) 
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Modern Application of an Ancient Art 


by Canulll e. Whittemore 


The author who heads Carroll Whittemore Associates, Inc., of 

Boston, has made many contributions to the wealth of the modern 

church. He has the historical knowledge and aesthetic sense to 

appreciate the beauty of worship. His upplication of engrossing 
in the books of memory is a fine adaptation. 


NGROSSING and illumination are 
ancient arts. They originated in 
the early Middle Ages with the 

monks patiently and laboriously copy- 
ing the early Christian manuscript with 
deft and facile hands. All of the manu- 
scripts were engrossed, but special 
pages, introductory and cther, were 
often highly illuminated. Many of the 
exquisite and precious early books are 
collectors’ items. Nevertheless it is 
quite possible for modern artists to en- 
gross more accurately than the monks 
of old. 

Years of patient experience are re- 
quired to perfect the skill to do this 
artistic lettering. There is no substi- 
tute for a carefully executed hand- 
lettered certificate or record. To achieve 
the result pure gold is blended with a 
variety of colors of ink, and these are 
applied on sheepskin or fine parchment. 
Sheepskin is used for certain individu- 
al pages, but inasmuch as it contracts 
and expands with atmospheric condi- 
tions it is impractical for use in a 
whole volume. 

In our Books of Remembrance we 
use an imported certificate paper, which 
experience has proved to be most serv- 
iceable. Our distinguished engrosser 
has not only studied his art for many 
years but he has done hundreds of en- 
grossments before attempting our spe- 
cial books. 

The Book of Remembrance is a hand- 
made specially engrossed and illumin- 
ated leather-bound book, available in 
any size desired. The usual book is ap- 
proximately 11% inches wide by 15% 
inches high and about one inch in 
thickness, and cons‘sts of approximate- 
ly 100 pages. The usual arrangement 
of the interior of the book is, first the 
presentation page, secondly the intro- 
ductory page with specifications by 
doner or committee as to its use and 
specifications with respect to gifts, 
thirdly (optional) a history of the or- 
ganization not only of the present 
building but of all the ‘buildings since 
the founding of the church, and fourth- 
ly a page listing gifts to the church as 


far back as there are any records. 

This arrangement has proved more 
practical than listing by subdivisions of 
the church. Thus, a person who might 
have given a pulpit fifty years ago to 
the old church building would be rec- 
ognized and honored. By such recog- 
nition doncrs feel that they are not 
forgotten even though their gift wears 
out, and the name of the loved one 
memorialized is not forgotten. The sec- 
tions from page four on list all gifts 
to the church with one exception, name- 
ly, sums of money bequeathed as lega- 
cies or donated cutright. The gift com- 
mittee, if one has been designated, or 
the donor, shculd suggest what consti- 
tutes a money gift. If a ten-dollar gift 
is considered worthy of individual no- 
tation in the Book of Remembrance, 
there will not be enough pages to rec- 
ord all such gifts. Moreover, the book 
will have lost its significance and in 
a short time it will have to be replaced. 
However, if a class of junior boys work 
hard through the summer and collect 
ten dollars and give the sum to the 
church for a special purpose, this gift 
might well be considered noteworthy. 
The special section for legacies and 
cash gifts should be separated from 
the other pages and kept in the back 
of the book. It is possible that there 
may be other societies in the church 
which have special funds, such as the 
Deacon’s Fund. 

The Eook of Remembrance usually is 
placed in a repcsitory in the narthex 
of the church. Ordinarily a custodian 
cr a committee is appointed to see that 
the book is opened each Sunday and 
closed at the end of the day; this is an 
important consideration. People feel 
that their gifts are appreciated and 
not cverlooked. Moreover, the 
names of their loved ones and their 
own are on dis>lay several times dur- 
ing the year and are thus permanently 
honored. When possible the book 
should be preserved under glass and 
illuminated. During the first week the 
cover is shown, the following week the 
first page, the next week the second 


are 


page, and so on throughout the year. 
Special Gifts Committee 

Preferably the donor or the church, 
if the church gives the book, should 
recommend that a special gifts commit- 
tee be put in charge of the Book of 
Remembrance, or, if this seems infeas- 
ible, the book should be the responsi- 
bility of the trustees, the deacons, or 
the vestrymen. As long as a special 
committee has responsibility for it and 
decides what does and does not go into 
the book, it will retain its value undi- 
minished through the years. It is very 
important that this book be highly re- 
garded that it may attract other gifts 
to the church. 

Binding and Paper 

The covers on the Books of Remem- 
brance are of imported Turkish mor- 
occo. This goatskin is at present very 
scarce, and evidently will become more 
so. The advantage in using goatskin 
is that it is not affected by atmospheric 
conditions. If the church is warm and 
dry or cool and moist this cover will 
remain in the condition in which it is 
placed in the church. The lining of the 
book is of elegant silk as is also the 
facing page opposite both the inside 
and outside lining. The gold hand- 
tooling on the front cover, back cover, 
spine, cover edges and inside of the 
covers for about one-half inch is skill- 
fully done by master craftsmen. Per- 
sons not wishing such an elaborate book 
ean select a similar binding in domes- 
tic leather. 

The paper that is used in the books 
is usually English Charing handmade 
certificate paper, deckle-edged on side 
and bottom, and gold-leafed at the top. 
When Charing paper is not available, 
a similar type of handmade certificate 
paper, Invictor, can be used. This also 
comes from England. 

Repository 

A repository is essential with any 
of the books. One can be made by re- 
moving a section of wall under a stair- 
case, in any hollow wall, or in a space 
occupied by a closet. Into such a re- 
pository a sort of box should be insert- 
ed, which may be lined with velour. On 
the front of the box there should be a 
frame with hinges, lock and plate glass. 
Above this, but inside the repository, a 
fluorescent light should be installed. 

If finances allow, it is of course de- 
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sirable to purchase a free-standing re- 
pository fashioned by a professional 
craftsman. (See illustration.) The shelf- 
type would be attached to the wall. This 
is dust-proof, with fluorescent light and 
lock and key. An advantage of the 
open type is its intimacy. If it is de- 
sirable to emphasize this intimacy, a 
custodian can always be present to pre- 
vent handling of the book and possibly 
soiling it, and to lock it up after the 
service. The closed type has plate glass 
in the top which will stand a great deal 
of abuse. This can be supplied in a 
colonial type, which is made of grain- 
less white wood with four coats of white 
enamel, hand-rubbed between each coat 
and decorated in gold-leaf. A repository 
in heavy oak can be finished in any 
color to match the sample of woodwork 
given, so that in itself it will be an ob- 
ject of beauty in the church where it 
is instailed. 


Donors 


The usual procedure is for an in- 
dividual donor to give the book in mem- 
ory of a loved one. He can give the 
entire book, and the repository, or just 
the book, or the first and back pages. 
In many instances a class in a church 
has given the book, or a congregation 
has given it in memory of a deceased 
pastor, or, as has been done recently, 
in memory of the servicemen who 
fought in World War II. 

Service Roll of Honor 

During the war years many thou- 
sands of honor rolls have been pur- 
chased. Now that the war is ended, 
churches will want to preserve these 
rolls permanently. An excellent form 
of preservation is a Service Roll Book, 
containing the mames- and-.records of 
servicemen and women. It may occupy 
a place of honor in the church as a 
memorial of permanent beauty and sig- 
nificance. A number of churches have 
their Book of Remembrance with one 
section of the book devoted to the men 
and the women of World War I and 
World War II. In this way the book 
really becomes a Book of Remembrance, 
inasmuch as it is remembering not only 
the gifts to the church but the gifts 
in terms of service, and of lives given 
for country. (See illustration.) 


Other Engrossments 

Often the local church or parish 
wishes to honor a pastor, a rector, a 
superintendent, or someone who has 
served loyally for many years. Often, 
too, a sum of money is available for 
such a purpose. A resolution by the 
membership of the church, beautifully 
bound, may mean far more to the faith- 
ful steward than some expensive tan- 
gible gift. 
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MONG readers of Cuntstian Heratp, as among Protestants gen- 

erally. there seems to be some confusion relative to what is involved 
when a Protestant contemplates marriage to a Roman Catholic. We reprint 
below. without comment. the “Prenuptial Contract” which has to be signed 
by the non-Catholic party to such a mixed marriage. 


not a member of orb | Catholie Church, wishing to contract 

marriage with the Byer y party whose signature is also affixed to this mutual 
of sound mind and perfectly free, and only after understand- 

of my action, ay vy enter into this mutual agreement. 

the promises therein con- 
tained 4 made in contemplation “t and in consideration for the consent, mar- 
riage, and consequent change of status of the hereinafter-mentioned Catholic 
party, and I, therefore, hereby agree: 


1. that I will not interfere in the least with the free exercise of the 
Catholic party's religion; 

2. that I will — to the doctrine of the sacred indissolubility of the 

bond, ght mo er =p Sf OR 

consort is still Pg even though e civil divorce may have been obtained 

bi dein: A Gin lining, Snilli Shiep end tdi: ide tate tw Aine oh thts 
union shall be baptized and educated solely in the t - of the Roman 
Catholie Church, even in the event of the as 


shall be given to os guardians 


faithful execution of this covenant and promise in the event that I 
cannot fulfill it myself; 


. that I will lead « married life in conformity with the teachings of 
the pe Pv on bys birth control, realizing fully the attitude 
uw : 


5. “a no other oy shall take place before or after this 





ceremony by the 
In testimony of which agreement, ! do hereby solemnly swear that | will 
observe the above agreement and faithfully execute the promises therein 
contained, and do now affix my signature in approval Gece. 


Reprinted with permission of CHRISTIAN WERALD 
‘(Please hong vp in you room) 











WHAT INTERMARRIAGE MEANS 


Dr. William B. VanValkenberg, 175 Sea Shore Camp Grounds, 
Biloxi, Mississippi, a Methodist minister who felt so strongly that 
Protestant young people should know what is involved when they 
mary a Catholic, that he has prepared a cardboard plaque with the 
rre-nuptial contract required to be signed by the non-Catholic party 
involved. This plaque is reprinted from a Christian Herald article 
and is available at cost of $1.50 a dozen sent to the above address. 


GEARED TO A PURPOSE Jesus, “for no man yet ever went fur- 
Existence, to be successful, must be ther or climbed higher than the goal 
geared to a serious purpose. One of at which he aimed.” Mrs. Asquith in 
the mest valuable diamonds that ever her autobiography says that one day 
came from South Africa was discov- when a child she met a ragged tramp 
ered in an unusual way. A prosecutor in the hedgerows while she was taking 
bought it for a few pennies from a na- @ walk. Captivated by this strange 
tive key who was using it for a marble. companion she put to him this inter- 
One of the most precious stones in the esting question: “How do you decide 
world used as a plaything rolled about which way to go?” And the man 
in the dust! What an awful waste, Made this very significant answer, “i 
ene says to himself. But not nearly always go with the wind at my back.” 
so tragic a waste as something we see If we were looking for some com- 
evely day; an individual who uses his plete and pithy diagnosis of failure and 
lite and his youth as a plaything, who misery, we could not find anything 
takes the greatest gift that Almighty more to the point than this: “I always 
God can bestow upon him, and turns’ walk with the wind at my back.” From 
it so far as he can into a good time. Quit You Like Men by Carl Hopkins 
“Set before you the highest goal,” says Elmore; Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
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Messages of the Great Novelists 


by Mbert D, Balen 


This is the first of a number of studies of the great novelists of 

our generation. Dr. Belden is attempting to show the spiritual 

import und value of this work. Other novelists to be considered + 

will include John Galsworthy, G. K. Chesterton, James Barrie, 
Joseph Conrad ond others. 


UGH WALPOLE is a good in- 

stance of an artist who mixes 

the two qualities of superficial- 
ity and profundity. He knows how to 
be entertaining and to skim lightly 
over the surface of things—in fact, he 
has said “a novel seems to be quite 
simply a business of telling a story 
about certain people whom the writer 
attempts to make as living as possible.” 


Nevertheless, he knows how to 
plunge you suddenly into giddy depths 
and rush you up stupendous heights. 
Walpole realizes that the public must 
have its mirror and it likes its mirror 
just simply and solely reflective, and 
in order to get his public, Walpole is 
determined that some of his characters 
shall be of that type; but he cannot 
escape his own genius, which repeat- 
edly leads both him and his public 
into the great depths. 


Hugh Seymour Walpole was born at 
St. Mary’s Parsonage, Nankin Road, 
Auckland, New Zealand, on March 13, 
1884. He was the son of the Rt. Rev. 
G. H. S. Walpole, who later became the 
Bishop of Edinburgh. He was edu- 
cated at King’s School, Canterbury, 
and Emmanuel College, Cambridge. He 
was unmarried, and is credited with 
the statement that “a bachelor who is 
forever travelling needs a home far 
more than a married man who is for- 
ever staying in the same place.” He 
died in 1941 on June 1 from over-exer- 
tion in a War Weapons Week effort. 
He had been knighted in 1937. 

During the first World War he served 
with the Russian Red Cross and won 
the Georgian medal—and, incidentally, 
his extensive knowledge of things Rus- 
sian. 


The latter part of Hugh Walpole’s 
childhood was spent in Cornwall, and 
it is upon that early knowledge he has 
drawn so effectively in Fortitude. It is, 


indeed, easy to trace a very free draw-~ 


ing upon his own life in many of Wal- 
pole’s novels. 


Turning to the characteristics of his 
work, we notice particularly: (1) The 
ruthless but sympathetic delineation of 
character, as for example in Mr. Per- 
rin and Mr. Traill, in The Cathedral 
and in The Old Ladies; and (2) the pre- 
dominance of the tragic note. There is 
little humor in Walpole and a decided 
tendency to see something almost final 
in the tragedy of life. We shall glance, 
a little later at his thesis of courage, but 
undoubtedly it colours the whole of his 
outlook upon life and humanity, and 
causes him to see suffering as not only 
an inevitable strain in life, but even 
a desirable one. There is indeed in Wal- 
pole an almost entire absence of what 
one might call Utopian anticipation. It 
is the struggle and strife that he 
stresses, and one suspects that he reads 
a deeper depth into every tragedy, and 
a fiercer pang into every agony than 
is in reality present. It is possible, of 
course, that Mr. Walpole might say of 
this statement what he has said already 
concerning critical opinions: “The trou- 
ble is that one’s faults are part of one’s 
work, nothing can eradicate them, and 
if you improve in one direction you 
probably lose in another. I like to have 
critical opinions, but they are not, I 
think, of much creative value.” Mr. 
Walpole is much too tragic! 


The third characteristic is his great 
love of childhood and childhood’s years. 
Doubtless the psychoanalyst would sus- 
pect considerable unhappiness in Wal- 
pole’s own childhood. Of this we have 
no information, but a clergyman’s 
household, an Anglican clergyman’s 
household particularly sixty years ago, 
might not by any means be the hap- 
piest place in which to be reared. It 
is a wonderful testimony, however, to 
Walpole’s power of sympathetic pro- 
jection and spiritual imagination that 
he has written with such sublime fas- 
jnation-Of.the experientes of the child, 
particularly, of course, in Jeremy, but 
also, and in some respects even more 
delightfully, in The Golden Scarecrow. 


Hugh Walpole—Prophet of Courage 


The thoughts and fears of a boy are 
wonderfully depicted again in Forti- 
tude.. One would suspect Walpole in 
all this of a pathetic harking back to 
the early days of life, but this he ex- 
pressly denies, writing of “the best 
age” he has said, “As every age hither- 
to has in my experience been better 
than the age that precedes it, I gather 
that if physical health continues, life 
steadily improves because of the in- 
creased experience that one gets from 
it. So long as one has work one en- 
joys, friends, and a perceptive eye, I 
cannot conceive that any age can be 
cther than absorbing.” 

The fourth great characteristic of 
Walpole as novelist is his passion for 
adventure. In many respects Fortitude 
is the best reflection of Hugh Walpole 
himself that any of his books provide, 
and the thesis presented there is that 
for certain souls at least it is positively 
wrong to settle down comfortably to 
life, and that only adventures involv- 
ing risk and pain and turmoil of spirit 
can bring out of the soul the develop- 
ment of its true powers. This is the 
aspect of life that Walpole finds fun- 
damental. The fact that he very de- 
cidedly limits himself to this is per- 
haps a gain to his readers in that it 
stresses that aspect in a way which has 
great value and inspiration. The dan- 
ger arises, however, of its being taken 
as the last word about life and as 
dooming the sterner spirits of human- 
ity at least to a perpetual restlessness 
and an everlasting turmoil. 

As far as it goes, however, this lik- 
ing adventure for its own sake and 
for the opportunity it provides to dis- 
play courage, is a very fine tonic and 
very bracing diet for an age which is 
so greatly inclined to waste its strength 
in soft self-pity. 

The fifth outstanding characteristic 
of one group of Walpole’s books is his 
wonderful grasp of the mysticism and 
poetic dreaminess of the Russian char- 
acter. In his volumes, The Green Mir- 
ror and The Dark Forest, and The 
Secret City he provides the intensely 
practical British public with a very 
valuable key to a better understanding 
af Russia. He sees. always behind the 
doctrinaire politics of the ‘Russian a 
profound depth of human feeling and 
compassion and intuitive understand- 
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ing, which if tapped for social and po- 
litical purposes by sympathetic co- 
operation on the part of people having 
a greater turn for political affairs, 
might prove of infinite value to social 
reconstruction. In this way Walpole 
has made a very real contribution to the 
International situation by rebuking our 
too obviously Anglo-Saxon judgment of 
Russia. 

Finally, it is most refreshing to find 
in a modern novelist of Walpole’s 
character, a passionate, although a re- 
served and highly rational, religion. 
Walpole is a profound believer in God, 
which is perhaps no inconsiderable tri- 
umph for the son of a bishop! 

It is in Fortitude that Hugh Wal- 
pole’s essential “message” to his gene- 
ration is elaborated. He is the prophet 
of “Courage.” Old Frosted Moses 
states the thesis: “’Tisn’t life that 
matters! ’Tis the courage you bring 
to it.” Poor little neglected beaten 
Peter opens the story. It is to him Old 
Moses addresses the remark above, 

“Now these words of Frosted Moses 
explained everything. It was because 
his father knew that it was Courage 
that mattered that he liked to beat 
Peter ... it was good for Peter to 
learn Courage.” 

Peter has to stand a beating, how- 
ever, not only from his unnatural 
father but from life itsef. That is the 
theme of the book Fortitude. 

Here is the climax of this fine story, 
in the vision Peter has as he stands 
on the Cornish cliffs looking out to sea: 

“The sky was black with clouds, 
Peter could see the sand rising from 
the dunes in a thin mist. Peter flung 
himself upon his back. The first drops 
of rain fell, cold upon his face. Then 
he heard: 

“Peter Westcott! Peter Westcott!” 

“I’m here!” 

“What have you brought to us 
here?” 

“I have brought nothing.” 

He got up from the ground and 
faced the wind. He put his back to the 
giant’s finger because of the force of 
the gale. The rain was coming down 
in torrents. He felt a great exaltation 
surge through his body. 

Then the voice—not in the rain, nor 
the wind, nor the sea, but yet in all 
these, and coming as it seemed from 
the very heart of the hill, went ringing 
through the storm— 

“Have you cast this away, 
Westcott? 

“And this? 

“That also... 

“And this? 

“This also. 

“And this? 

“IT have flung this, too, away.” 

“Have you anything now about you 
that you treasure?” 

“IT have nothing.” 

“Friends, ties, ambitions?” 

“They are all gone.” 

Then out of the heart of the storm 
there came voices: 

“Blessed be Pain and Torment and 


Peter 
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every torture of the Body... 
Blessed be Plague and Pestilence and 
the Illness of Nations... 
Blessed be all Loss and the Failure of 
Friends and the Sacrifice of 


Love... 

Blessed be the Destruction of all Pos- 
sessions, the Ruin of all Property, 
Fine Cities, and Great Palaces... 

Blessed be all Sorrow, Torments, Hard- 
ships, Endurances that demand 
Courage... 

Blessed be all these things—for of 
these things cometh the making of 
a Man!” 

Peter, clinging to the giant’s finger, 
staggered in the wind. The world was 
hidden now in a mist of rain. He was 
alone—he was happy, happy as he had 
never known happiness in any time be- 
fore. The rain lashed his face and his 
body, his clothes clung heavily about 
him. 


He answered the storm: 

“Make of me a man—to be afraid 
of nothing—to be ready for every- 
thing —love, friendship, success — to 
take them if they come—to care noth- 
ing if these things are not for me— 
make me brave! Make me brave!” 

He fancied that once more against 
the wall of sea-mist he saw, tremen- 
dous, victorious, the Rider on the Lion. 
But now for the first time, the Rider’s 
face was turned towards him— 

And behold!—he was the Rider!” 

This book is Hugh Walpole—Peter 
Westcott is his own author. The deep- 
est thing in life for Walpole is its 
discipline. Whether this discipline is 
for all—or only for those with capacity 
worth developing, is not quite clear, 
but the supreme qualification for life 
becomes Courage! Is this a sufficiently 
ultimate—a really adequate—view of 
life? I think the answer is No! 

Bertrand Russell has carried this 
view of life as Courage to its most 
logical conclusion in his Free Man’s 
Worship, where he claims that since 
the human outlook is as bad as bad 
can be, optimism is the grossest pre- 
sumption and that all that is left to 
man is “to grin and bear it, and the 
grin must never come off.” Courage— 
unbeatableness is the best thing in life. 

But the truth and the value or other- 
wise of this view depends upon the mo- 
tive for the Courage. If it is sheer 
pride of strength—then easily it may 
become highly objectionable—mere un- 
teachable stubbornness and unsympa- 
thetic hardness. A “stiff upper lip” 
may be all very well until you happen 
to want the lip for smiling! But if 
the root of Courage be Faith and Love, 
then the whole thing is different. 

Now in Walpole there seems to be 
some gleams of faith— 

“The Fates—the Gods—They! Be- 
ings into whose hands God has put our 
tuition and training—vague formless 
objects of faith.’’ 

But Love! — Walpole knows little of 


that more spacious Love for Humanity 
that is the sublime reason for Cour- 
age. Walpole’s Fortitude and his whole 


outlook, is too individualistic. It is 
Peter who must remain unbroken amid 
his beatings for the sake of his art 
and genius and ultimate character. But 
these things have value only as they 
contribute to the beauty of social re- 
lationship, and it is the glory of that 
goal of a Kingdom of God—a divine 
social order of Love—that is the true 
lode-star of human courage. 

This chronic individualism of Wal- 
pole renders him very helpless before 
the chaotic blundering of individuals 
among his characters. 

Maradick at Forty, for example, pre- 
sents us with a number of married 
people who seem all to be making the 
worst of their partners. Individual 
peccadilloes and faults and sins are all 
faithfully reflected—but there is an 
utter absence of any regard at all for 
social forces as constraining these peo- 
ple to their foolish points of view and 
habits of life—no conception, therefore, 
of social remedies which by a common 
education in right ideas and a setting 
up of these and nobler traditions and 
policies, would react upon individuals 
for happier oneness in married life. 

Walpole’s only Utopian book—Har- 
mer John—is spoiled by the same crass 
individualism of the hero. No man 
these days has the right, or the need, 
to go crusading single-handed against 
social injustice and wrong—he has no 
right to waste his resources that way. 
Let him find his group—his working 
unit of sccial change and his strength 
is multiplied accordingly and victory 
much more certain. Courage is justi- 
fied only in the service of the love that 
is universal—the love of Christ for all 
men. 


Ministerial Oddities 
(From page 6) 
and not more than half a dozen top 
Vatical officials were aware of the dis- 
covery.” 


+. * * 


According to a Cleveland newspaper, 
“the right arm of St. Francis Xavier, 
world-famous relic of the Catholic 
Church was brought to St. John’s Cath- 
edral October 21 to 24. Cleveland was 
chosen as one of the thirty American 
cities to which the relic will be taken 
on the return trip from Japan, where 
it was carried in May in commemora- 
tion of the 400th anniversary of the 
saint’s arrival there as a missionary. 
It is on its way back to its shrine in 
the Jesuit Church of the Jesu in Rome.” 

* * * 

David Walker, the fourteen-year-old 
American preacher, known as “Little 
David, the divine healer,” drew 6,000 
people to London’s Albert Hall recently, 
at the close of a one-week “healing of 
the nation’s campaign.” 
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Signal Tabs Make for Record Efficiency 


Philadelphia Church Finds That Visibility Pays 


by Eads bs Bolger 


NFORMATION formerly contained 
in six different binders is now avail- 
able to St. John’s Evangelical Lu- 

theran Church, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, officers on two cards. Because 
these cards are housed in a visible in- 
dex pocket facing each other, the six- 
part record is actually in one conven- 
ient unit. 

And because signals (vari-colored 
celluloid tabs) are used to denote such 
things as contributions, visitations, the 
month of last communion and whether 
applying to original or transferred 
member, the work of keeping the card 
system up-to-date has been reduced 
from that of a time-consuming and te- 
dious chore to a simple matter of mak- 
ing a few notations or moving a signal 
tab along a handy margin scale chart. 

Although St. John’s recently moved 
into its new building, it is worthy of 
note that church officials were aware of 
the need for simplification—and protec- 
tion—of their important Membership 
Record. The investment of several 
hundred dollars for a modern cabinet 
and some 2,000 special pre-printed card 
forms was made in spite of the heavy 
drain the new-building program had 
placed on church finances. 

In adopting a special-form Kardex 
system and fire resistant Kardex cabi- 
net, the Church Council reports that 
the following were the primary advan- 
tages considered by the church author- 
ities to have been gained: 

1. An immeasurable increase in ef- 
ficiency over the system involving the 
use of the cumbersome binders. 

2. Protection and preservation of the 
records through their being stored in 
fire resistant equipment and in such a 
manner as to greatly reduce the chances 
of soiling and other damage through 
frequent handling. 

3. A marked reduction in labor 
through the substitution of signalling 
devices for handwritten or typed re- 
cording of much of the information. 

The new procedure provides a com- 
plete membership record, with all in- 
formation pertaining to the 600-and- 
some members contained in handwrit- 
ten or typed notations and signals on 
the cards. Under the old method of 
handling the church records the mar- 
riages, deaths, confirmations, commun- 


*Writer on business procedures, 


ions, etc., were kept in six different 
binders. This meant that to assemble 
information frequently required refer- 
ence to several or all of the binders—a 
considerable task, in view of the fact 
the St. John’s membership records are 
better than eighty per cent active. 

The cards, designed to provide a 
complete and centrelized record, are two 
in number for each member. The first 
or basic card has space fcr the member 
identification and for the important 
dates and other vital statistics; for full 
church school information; the mem- 
ber’s special activities and interests 
(talents and hobbies). 

Across the bottom of this basic card, 
which is kept in the lower part of the 
pocket assigned to each pair of cards, 
are the spaces for the visible indexing 
of name, address and telephone num- 
ber. Also provided in this always- 
visible area are two January-to-De- 
cember margin charts on which, by 


means of signal tabs of different colors 
the at-a-glance information is provided 
as to the months of last communion 
and of the last visit from the pastor 
cr other officer of the church. 

The second card, which is assigned 
to the record of each member is in three 
main sections—for notation of visit 
dates, communions over a 20-year pe- 
riod, and detail as to contributions 
(regular, special and benevolences). 

St. John’s pastor and others whose 
duties make it necessary for them to 
consult and help to maintain the mem- 
bership records are now able to devote 
more of their energies to their primary 
responsibilities of ministering to the 
people of the church. At the same time 
they have full assurance that their 
important records are in good shape. 

Now when there is occasion, and 
that is frequently, to refer to a situa- 
tion involving the whole membership, 
or an individual member, everything: 
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All of the information formerly scattered through six different 
binders is now grouped in this two-card arrangement under the new 
membership record procedure at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 


Church, Philadelphia. 


needed for reference purposes is in one 
compact cabinet. Simply by glancing 
down the rows of visible margins at the 
signal tabs the church officer can select 
the exception that calls for attention 
i.e., amember not recently visited). Or 
if there is a plan of activity involving 
communications to transferred mem- 
bers, the selection of names is simpli- 
fied through the fact all so associated 
with the parish are readily identified 
by another type of signal tab and their 
cards can thus be quickly singled out 
for such action as is to be undertaken. 


In the business of handling its im- 
portant membership records, St. John’s 
is now actually following a pattern 
which is finding increasing favor with 
those in all fields of endeavor who have 
executive responsibility. This business 
procedure is generally spoken of as 
Management-by-Exception and it means 
work simplification through the pro- 
viding of effectively-designed, inex- 
pensive work “tools” to separate the 


individual case from the mass by means 
of graphic devices (the signal tabs) 
which, by their position and color, call 
for attention or action. 


Bible as Basis of Great Preaching 


(From page 11) 

book sermon just as any modern novel 
would. It has all and more than the 
modern novel. The book of Job is a 
great drama. The book of Ruth, the 
book of Solomon, great love stories. The 
motion picture world has already shown 
us what may be done with the life of 
Jesus in “The King of Kings” and with 
the life of Moses in “The Ten Com- 
mandments.” It has also shown us in 
the latter play what may be done to 
apply these ancient precepts to modern 
life. 

The Bible is not a book of history, 
not a book of science, not a book of 
literature but it is a book about God 
and religion. 

The wise preacher, whatever of mod- 


ern method he may use, whatever of 
modern pulpit approach he may adopt, 
whatever variety he may have in his 
preaching “Repertoire’—and it ought 
to be greatly varied—will do well to re- 
member that it is strengthening to 
source whatever methods he may have 
in the Bible, for the Bible gives him 
the note of authority; just as it gives 
a lawyer the note of authority when 
he quotes Blackstone. 

Dr. Charles Brown in The Art of 
Preaching says: “The sermon there- 
fore may well grow directly out of 
the Scriptures. 

“This literature is so rich in homi- 
letic material that the Biblical preacher 
need never run dry. 

“Let the texts hunt you! They will 
find you out if you are really worth 
finding. You may properly go where 
they are. You may give them a rea- 
sonable chance to find you. 

“Get your texts as right minded 
young women get their husbands. It 
might be said in passing that young 
women are usually merciful enough to 
move along the main traveled roads 
where the young men are, and so the 
men do succeed in finding them. 

“The man who would paint great pic- 
tures goes to France or to Italy that 
he may spend days or weeks and 
months in the Louvre at Paris, or in 
the Pitti Palace at Florence. He stays 
there in the presence of Rembrandt, 
Raphael, Rubens Titian—until his can- 
ens of taste are finely and firmly es- 
tablished.” 

I have had the adventure of writing 
a book about Mr. Henry Ford, a cer- 
tain more or less successful man in his 
particular field of endeavor. 

During the process of securing the 
interviews that were necessary to write 
this book, I learned several things 
about Mr. Henry Ford. For one thing 
I learned where his habitat was. There 
are several Ford offices in and around 
Detroit. The most elaborate one is at 
the Highland Park plant. It is spa- 
cious, luxurious, and silent. It has 
carpet three inches thick on the floors 
and mahogany furniture. But Mr. Ford 
never goes near it. The Highland Park 
plant has for years been the show plant. 
Most interviewers try to find Mr. Ford 
in that office. 

During the days that I was writing 
the book Henry Ford—The Man and 
His Motives I learned that he spent 
most of his time in a little dingy, bare 
office at Dearborn, Michigan, near 
where he was born. At that time it was 
about the most meager and disreput- 
able looking office in Detroit. 

So, in hunting for texts for sermons, 
I for one, intend to go where texts are 
to be found and waste little time in go- 
ing where they are not to be found. 
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lncreasing Summer Congregations 


some Positive Suggestions Which Have Helped 


by Harry i Parker 


HE attendance at church services 

during the summer months are 

almost nil in many places while in 
other churches the attendance is so 
small that the minister is discouraged. 
This need not be the case. People move 
around in the summer and go on holi- 
days to other towns and cities and to 
summer resorts. It should be impera- 
tive of the ministers in each church in 
the spring to ask their congregation to 
visit other churches while on holidays. 
If they were asked to bring back ideas 
and suggestions that have occurred to 
them while visiting other churches, the 
minister will have a host of ambassa- 
dors who return with many constructive 
ideas. These ideas cannot all be car- 
ried out but the mere fact that the 
congregation has a job during the sum- 
mer while away will be an incentive for 
them to go to church. They come back 
with ideas of improvement to the build- 
ing, school rooms, or type of service. It 
is surprising the amount of material 
they pick up. If one asks them to bring 
back church bulletins or any printed 
matter that is available, the minister 
has a stack of inspirational matter for 
his work. 

In the last three years our summer 
congregations have more than doubled 
in numbers and we are looking forward 
to even greater numbers in the future. 
This cannot be done in one year but 
the summer congregation of visitors 
can be built up over the years and the 
members of your own church are an- 
xious to be out for the service when at 
home in order to see the visitors and 
worship with an inspiring crowd of 
people. 

How has this increase in numbers 
gradually been built up over the years? 
First, we have a guest book. Yes, 
many churches have guest books, where 
visitors sign their names, but what 
further is done? We ask our visitors 
to not only sign their names but to give 
their address. If they do this, as almost 
everyone does, we send them at Christ- 
mastime our Christmas bulletin with 
a scene or two of the area and a pic- 
ture of the church. Many interesting 
letters have come back with words of 
thanks and words of remembrance of 
their visit to our church. They also 
tell others about the church. One man 


*Minister, Knox United Church, Kenora, On- 
tario, Canada. 


said, “We have never been in your | 


town before but a friend of ours was 


here two years ago and told us to visit | 


your church.” 


Then we publish the list of names of | 
the visitors each week in the local pa- | 
per giving the name of the home city | 


or town. The local members and friends 


of the church, reading the ever in- | 
creasing lists of names, want to be at | 
church to see this influx of people. | 


They go away closer to God because 
they have worshipped with people from 
far and near. 

At the service cf worship we an- 


nounce the name of the towns and | 
cities that were represented at our | 


church the previous Sunday. We wel- 


come the visitors in the announcements. | 


In our prayers we never fail to ask 


God’s blessing upon the visitors and | 


ask that his richest blessing be upon 
their homes and their dear ones. 

As the holiday season draws near, 
we place placards in conspicuous places, 
such as hotels, tourist cabins, eating 
places. These placards are not just 
signs, but pictures of the church, the 
minister, plus information as to time 
of service. Our choir is not available 
for the summer season but we have 
special soloists from cther towns and 
cities. By contacting churches in near- 
by towns and cities you can secure ihe 
names of soloists who will be in your 
area at a given time of the summer and 
secure their services reasonably. 

The inspiration of the larger congre- 
gation gives the minister added power. 
He does more studying and prepara- 
tion. At one of our services there were 
seven ministers in the congregation 
from four denominations. Doctors, pro- 
fessors, lawyers and other professional 
men as well as businessmen and crafts- 
men with their families attend the serv- 
ice from many parts of the continent. 
As we worship together we feel that 
God is very near to us. 

It is difficult to measure the spiritual 
influence of the church services but 
we feel that our services have been an 
inspiration to our visitors and has 
brought a depth of feeling at the holi- 
day season. From the financial side of 
the picture the board of the church has 
been pleased. Over and above our 
added expenses, the offerings have more 
than doubled. 








Your church 
can have the 
superior music of 


a Pipe Organ 
for as little as 
$4.0002 


Members of the Associated 
Pipe Organ Builders of America 
can design, build, and install a 
pipe organ in your church for as 
little as $4,000. Your pipe organ 
will be built to give more than 
half a century of dependable serv- 
ice. And your church will have 
the perfect music of pipe organ 
performance. 


No system of producing syn- 
thetic tones, no instrument using 
electronic amplification, can re- 
produce the clear, thrilling beauty 
of a pipe organ’s blown notes. No 
other organ can give you the 
magnificent tonal beauty and 
clarity that you get with a pipe 
organ, 


For pipe organ designs and es- 
timates, consult any A.O.B. mem- 
ber. There’s no obligation, of 
course, Remember, the only or- 
gan that can give you perfect mu- 
sical performance is a pipe organ! 


INE DiC! 





FREE BOOKLET 


The Creation of Organ Beauty and Tone 
A helpful guide for anyone interested 
in the purchase and installation of an 
organ. For your free copy, and for a 
list of A.O.B. members, write 


Mr. Lewis C. Odell, Secretary 

Associated Pipe Organ Builders 
of America 

1404 Jessup Avenue 

New York 52, N. Y. 
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Elective Church Visitation 


A Program of Evangelism and Integration 


IRST METHODIST CHURCH, 

Seattle, Washington, was faced with 

the problem of keeping in touch 
with its 3,400 members and scores of 
visitors who worshipped in its sanctuary 
each week. The church had employed an 
associate pastor and parish visitor, from 
time to time, for a half century. Yet 
the distress of neglected members and 
friends continued to grow more acute. 

Three years ago a program was set 
up by which scores of volunteer visi- 
tors have been used to supplement the 
work done by paid members of the staff. 
While no claim to perfection is made for 
the plan, it has been sufficiently fruitful 
to justify a statement of its salient 
features. 

The visitation staff now consists of 
the director, who is the associate min- 
ister, a full-time secretary, and 125 
visiting units; a unit being a couple, 
such as a man and his wife, or a single 
person calling alone. From this volun- 
teer force are selected key persons to 
head sub-committees on assignments, 
ill and shut-ins, get-acquainted parties 
for new members, visitation potluck 
dinners, church school, woman’s society, 
youth groups, and men’s club. 

To make sure that no visitor at Sun- 
day services is missed, a period called 
“Visitor’s Minute” is set aside during 
which the ushers pass cards through the 
congregation providing every stranger 
a chance to give certain information 
about himself. The visitation secretary, 
processing the returns, makes master 
cards for those persons indicating per- 
manent residence in the city. A letter 
is sent to every one, regardless of dura- 
tion of prospective stay. Different mes- 
sages are sent to persons falling under 
various classifications, such as visitor 
for the day, those not interested in 
affiliation with the church, and those 
indicating definite desire for member- 
ship. 

Permanent residents are assigned to 
visitors. Prospective members are also 
sent to the minister of visitation. Lay 
visitors are given no more than four 
calls per month. Experience has taught 
that oveplaading volunteer workers 
tends to discourage them. No new as- 
signments are sent to any person until 
all his cards are returned to the office. 

On the assignment card is recorded 
all information given by the stranger, 


*Associate minister, 
Seattle, Washington. 


First Methodist Church, 


by bole Howells 


including the date when signed. Both 
control and “Visitor’s Minute” cards 
are filed for future reference. Assign- 
ments are made at about the same time 
each month, and visitors instructed to 
report back within four weeks, making 
use of blank space on the back of the 
ecard to give information gained in the 
friendly interview. Persons found by 
lay visitors to need pastoral care are 
re-assigned to the associate pastor. 

Those indicating interest in other 
organizations of the church are refer- 
red to representatives of those groups. 
Those seeking to relate non-members 
to particular organizations are required 
to report results to the visitation office. 
When a person has been related to an 
organization such as church school, that 
group is henceforth held responsible for 
maintaining the interest of the new 
recruit. The effort of the visitation 
committee is then directed toward re- 
lating the person to other organizations 
having interest in him. 

Full reports are essential to a suc- 
cessful program of visitation. Without 
them the office has no way to know the 
number or effectiveness of calls. A 
record of each report is noted on the 
back of the control card. Each assign- 
ment is charged to the visitor receiving 
it, and credit given when the report 
comes back. Three years of experience 
has taught visitation leaders that even 
though many persons, in good faith, 
pledge themselves to make four calls 
per month, there are so many obstacles 
in the way of fulfillment by ordinary 
laymen, that monthly calls from fifty 
per cent of those committed is a good 


average throughout the year. 

In the church in question from fifteen 
to fifty persons unite with the congre- 
gation each month. Before these new 
recruits leave the altar, visitation peo- 
ple crowd about to bid them welcome 
into the new fellowship. The following 
day a personal letter, sent to each new 
member, bids him welcome, urging 
acceptance of responsibilities as well as 
privileges of his new relationship. This 
message is signed by the minister. 

Names of new recruits are sent to 
chairmen of interested groups. These 
leaders are asked to invite new mem- 
bers to attend the next regular meeting 
of their societies, and take part in the 
activities. A report once again is re- 
quired as a means of keeping track of 
the new member. When related to the 
several organizations the new recruit 
is left to the fellowship of these groups. 
When the annual election of commit- 
tees and officers takes place, the visita- 
tion director provides a list of new 
members who are recommended for 
definite places on the board of the 
church. 

About ten days after each class is 
received the group is invited to a get- 
acquainted party at the home of the 
pastor where the work of the church is 
briefly reviewed at an informal social 
gathering. Here all are given oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted with each 
other as well as older members of the 
church. 

To keep interest in visitation alive 
a meeting of visitors is held each month. 
Early in September and each second 
month following through May, the en- 





Visitor 


PLEASE CALL ON THESE MEMBERS OF FIRST CHURCH 


Family Name 
Members... 6... 


Non-members 


Sunday School 


niwetmnty OF Be 225k estes 


a Men’s Club 


Should someone else invite them ?_---~--- 


(For instructions see reverse side of card) 





The Assignment Card 
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astors know how Divine Service is inspired and devotion 
augmented by the majestic music of a truly fine church organ. 
In your church such an organ will give inspiration through 
the years. Such an organ is the Baldwin, traditional in tone, 
style and method of playing. 


Churches have chosen Baldwin for that main reason. But other 
reasons recommend the Baldwin. It is easy to play. It is 

easy to install. It fits readily into churches of any size 

or architectural style. 
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Write to The Baldwin Piano Company, Cincinnati 2, Ohio, for further details. 
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tire group gathers at a visitation pot- 
luck where reports are given, members 
of the group introduced, and instruc- 
tions provided by the director, closing 
with an inspirational address of ten to 
fifteen minutes. Five such gatherings 
are held during the year, none occur- 
ring in July. On alternate months the 
visitation executive committee meets to 
make plans and recommendations for 
better visitation. 


Old Members Remembered 


While emphasis is placed in relating 
new friends to the church, the older 
members are not neglected. Each month 


| one or two persons, already related to 


i | the church, are assigned to each visitor. 


by CHURCH-CRAF 


Few can resist the Hymnslide’s inspir- 
ing, colorful invitation to participate 
in singing the hymns everyone loves. 
Clear, sharp, easy-to-read verses on 
beautifully colored backgrounds. 
There are more than 100 different 
Hymnslides for use by every church. 


FREE— Write 7. 


Ilestrated Folder Listing All 
Hymaslides and Bible Slides 


Church-Craft Slides are CHURCH-CRAFT T 
2° x 2° in protective liclure 
binders for use in any p . 


standard slide projector. 331? Lindell Bivd. - St. Levis 3, Me. 








Helps om the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons 


Awaken interest 
Broaden knowledge 
Improve teaching 


BROADMAN COMMENTS 
1950 


R. Paul Caudill 


Heartily com- 

mended by teach- 

ers and class 

members, Broad- 

man Comments is 

the fruit of Dr. 

Caudill’s thorough 

$2.00 scholarship and 

keen consciousness of today’s 

spiritual needs. Brilliantly and 

with discerning care, the author 

provides an easy-to-follow treat- 

ment of the International Uni- 

form Sunday School Lessons for 

1950—more than 475 pages that 

will aid you immeasurably in 

Bible interpretation and lesson 
preparation. 


At your bookseller 


a P, ress 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

















For these assignments, is used a card 


| of different color upon which are printed 
| the words, “Please call on this member 


of First Church.” The different color 
and the instruction at the top are 
designed to prevent the visitor from 
confusing a member with a prospect. 
The name of each member of the family, 
known to the church, is written on the 
card, those already related to the church 
and those not so affiliated, are entered 
on separate lines. Besides carrying the 
fellowship of the church to its mem- 
bers, the caller is expected to learn of 
any need for especial attention by pas- 


| tor or group leader. 


A sub-committee is set up to care for 
ill and shut-in members of the church 
family. This committee consists of a 
chairman and his wife, and certain 
picked visitors from various parts of 
the city. Persons needing the attention 


| of the group are referred to the chair- 


man who personally calls or passes the 
assignment along to a colleague resid- 


| ing nearer the needy one. 


A final sub-committee, working un- 


| der the director of visitation, is held 
| responsible for dealing with persons 
| whose interest in the church is found 


to be lagging. Serving here are some 


| of the most experienced among the 
| older members of the church. Their 
| task is to visit and seek to revive the 
| interest of luke-warm members. If this 
| cannot be accomplished, upon their rec- 
| ommendation, the official board is asked 


to place the member on the inactive list 
or allow him to withdraw. The work of 
this committee, although of great im- 
portance, is the most difficult of the 
entire setup. 

When the result of such a program 
of visitation is appraised at the end of 
the year unexpected results often ap- 
pear. A disconcerting consideration is 
the low number of calls per person per 
month. Without carefully kept records 
such a committee is likely to overesti- 
maté the number of its calls by 200 to 
300 per cent. But accurate books tend 
to keep the feet of church visitors on 
the ground. Some units make up to 


forty calls per year, but ten calls for 
each visiting unit is the average. Only 
about one-fourth of those receiving as- 
signments complete their calls on time. 
Some, finding difficulty in locating those 
they seek, require two months for a full 
report. Others, becoming discouraged 
after two or three months, ask to be 
relieved. Changes in family circum- 
stances result in resignations of others. 
Yet, after all shortcomings have been 
deducted, 1200 calls on members and 
strangers by lay people in a single year, 
constitutes a significant contribution to 
the fellowship of a large congregation 
which could not be achieved in any 
other way. 

Of great importance is that which 
takes place in the hearts of those who 
visit. Taking the fellowship of the 
church to its members and friends 
warms the spirits of those who call. 
The work is the most. pleasant the 
church has to offer. Many members ac- 
cept places on this committee soon 
after uniting with the church. They 
find in it an opportunity to meet new 
people and enlarge their circle of 
friends in the congregation. A year of 
successful visitation often inspires an 
untried person with confidence to un- 
dertake more exacting responsibilities 
in the church. 

This program has proved so fruitful 
in developing new leadership that a 
survey revealed that one-third of the 
places of responsibility in the various 
organizations of the church, were ac- 
tively occupied by persons who had 
united with the congregation within the 
past three years. A study of various 
gatherings revealed that every group 
consisted of a large percentage of new 
members. 

A new sense of unity took hold of 
the congregation when its members 
began systematically to share the 
warmth of their glowing hearts with 
others. The congregation has gained 
a wide reputation for friendliness and 
warmth. Some time ago a stranger in 
the city attended all downtown churches 
to discover if possible, a friendly con- 
gregation. In a series of articles pub- 
lished in the magazine section of the 
Seattle Sunday Times, the person 
pointed to the church with this visita- 
tion program as the most friendly in 
the city. Taken from every angle the 
net results indicate that this plan of 
visitation is more effective than any 
other the congregation has ever em- 
ployed. 
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Books Are Better Than Flowers 


Substituting Book Gifts for Flowers the Church 
Library Was Made Possible 


by ie A. Bundy* 





For Day-and-Night 
PROTECTION 


against Vandals... 


UT the church has to send flow- 

ers!” “What will people think?” 

So ran the arguments against a 
proposal to institute a new type of re- 
membrance in honor of church mem- 
bers who had died. For years, perhaps 
decades, the traditional bouquet of 
flowers, gaily tagged with the name of 
the church, with other baskets of flow- 
ers adorned the polished casket of 
those of the church who had died. 


“It is the least we can do as a 
church” ran the thinking about the five 
dollars that wilted into nothing every 
time death came to a member of the 
congregation. Though the minister 
gave his services without fee, the feel- 
ing was definite that some recognition 
should be made of the deceased’s asso- 
ciation with his church. That this 
recognition take the form of perish- 
able flowers which were lost in the 
many blooms of other friends and rela- 
tives was not mandatory; it was just 
customary. Now and then, there’d be 
a hesitant question about what good 
the flowers did, but the delicacy of the 
subject itself soon ended the needed 
clarifying discussion. 

Two years ago, with the help of cer- 
tain people in the church, who were 
willing to discuss candidly a sensible 
solution to the flower problem in re- 
gard to members’ deaths, the matter 
was brought to the Board of Trustees, 
who until this time was footing the 
flower bills and saying nothing. After 
gaining their insight, and finally ap- 
proval, we went to the Board of Dea- 


*Minister, First Congregaticnal Church, Gro- 
ton, New York. 


cons, asked them to assume respon- 
sibility for the new project to be known 
as the “Memorial Library.” 

They agreed to administer and un- 
derwrite the project for a year’s trial, 
and at the end of the year re-think it. 
The second year is nearly up, now, and 
the Memorial Library is a welcome addi- 
tion to the church equipment, and a 
living memorial to those who have died. 

The Plan 

Here’s the plan we use; it’s one 
which can work effectively in any 
church, and is especially helpful to the 
smaller or medium-sized church where 
good reference books are rare. 

Attractive French-folded sympathy 
cards, especially designed to tell the 
church’s message, were printed. Match- 
ing book-plates on gummed paper 
were printed at the same time. (See 
cut.) On the death of a member, the 
minister mails or takes one of the cards 
to the family. 

A book which has been selected pre- 
viously by the Library Committee is 
then ordered, and upon arrival is 
placed in the library, and the family 
notified. The minister will find that 
mention of the new book and its poten- 
tial help to the church fits into his first 
call after the death. 

Our library committee is small, be- 
ing composed of a woman from the 
ladies’ club in the church, a member 
of the Board of Deacons, and a member 
of the Board of Trustees. The main 
function of this group is to meet with 
the minister and select a list of want- 
ed and needed books which would be 
appropriate for the Memorial Library. 





THIS BOOK has been placed in the Memorial 
Library of the First Congregational Church 
of Groton, New York 
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and be SAFE! 


ES, a_sturdy Anchor Chain 

Link Fence installation is a 
tough, forceful answer to pets 
vandals and sneak thieves 
prevents them from gaining easy 
access to your grounds and build- 
ings. That’s why experienced cus- 
todians of churches, cemeteries, 
rectories, convents and schools 
have been specifying Anchor Fence 
for years! 


Several exclusive Anchor features 
are responsible for this popularity. 
Deep-Driven Anchors, for example, 
hold the fence erect and in line, in 
any soil or weather . . . yet permit 
easy relocation at any time. 


For a handsome frontal setting, 
Anchor-Weld Iron Fence and 
Gates are ideal. They provide the 
permanence of electrically-welded 
construction with the beauty and 
dignity of wrought iron. 


Write today for our free catalogs 
giving more information on both 
types of Anchor Fence. Just drop 
a line to: 

ANCHOR Post FENCE DIVISION, 
Anchor Post Products, Inc., 6642 
Eastern Ave., Baltimore 24, "Ma. 
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Since our church and church school 
were practically without reference 
books the committee started with basic 
reference materials which would be of 
help to groups meeting in the church 
itself, for that is where the books would 
be placed after purchase. Some of our 
titles are: The Abingdon Bible Com- 
entary, Christ and the Fine Arts, The 
Questing Spirit, Westminster Diction- 
ary of the Bible, A Guide to Under- 
standing the Bible, and Encyclopedia 
of Bible Life. There are, of course, 


many others that properly belong in a 


church library, and we shall obtain 
them as we move down the list selected 
by the committee. In public announce- 
ments concerning the library, we have 
made it possible for any who wish to, 
to give a memorial volume to the li- 
brary, but suggest that the committee’s 
choices be selected by the donor. One 
mother whose son was killed in the 
war considerably before the memorial 
plan was started, gave five dollars for 
the committee to use for a book. 

A talented woman in the church let- 
ters the names on the bookplates in 
legible Old English, and the plates are 
then glued into the books. 

At first there was apprehension about 
the treatment such books would receive 
if placed in an open bookcase. Natur- 


i ally, however, to keep such books out 


of circulation would have been worse 
than buying flowers, so we left them 
out in the open. So far they have not 
been injured in any way though they 
are frequently used. Only one restric- 
tion is placed upon their use: if any- 
one wishes to borrow them for use out- 
side the church they are required to 
return them before church school opens 
the following Sunday. Again, there 
have been no abuses of this privilege. 

To insure the interest of the people 
at large in the Memorial Library we 
held two Lenten meetings this year on 
topics dealt with hy two of the books, 
thus demonstrating the practical side, 
and inviting wider reading of religious 
material. 

Because of the nature of this project 
it is well to make or have made a spe- 
cial bookcase to hold the Memorial Li- 
brary. This again creates respect for 
the books—they are to be used, but 
used carefully, and not shoved back in 
the corner of some closet—as some 
church books are. 

One feature of value in such a pro- 
gram is that you are constantly adding 
the newest and best reference volumes. 
Too frequently church libraries have 
had nothing added since Anne of Green 
Gables. which while not a bad book, is 
not particularly helpful to the teacher 
who searches continually for resource 
material for church school lessons. 

A danger in starting a memorial 
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WINDOW CARRIES SEAL OF THE WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


The window shown above is one of seven in the 
Annie Laurie Warren Chapel of the Peachtree 
Christian Church of Atlanta, Georgia. it is 
unique in that it carries a design of the seal of 
the World Council of Churches. The seal may 
be seen at the right of the apostie’s knee. The 
artist selected Paul as a symbol of ecumenical 
Christianity. 


An artist’s drawing of the beautiful little chapel 
is shown on our front cover for this month. It 
is a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil P. Warren in 
memory of two sons who died in infancy. All of 
the windows are the creation of Rambusch of New 
York, 


library is that some well-intentioned 
folks will have in their attics a score 
of dusty, musty “religious books” which 
would be valueless. For this reason, 
we emphasize the place of the commit- 
tee in choosing the books to be obtained. 

As suggested above, the Board of 
Deacons underwrites the cost of the 
memorial books. It was felt that the 
communion service offerings during the 
year or special Lenter offerings pro- 
vided appropriate sources for the 
funds. 

At first the committee thought in 
terms of five dollars per volume, using 
the old flower stipend as a basis for 
action. It was soon discovered, how- 
ever, that no hard and fast monetary 
value could or should be set. We 
should select books we wanted and 
needed, and we should not think in 
terms of “how much did so-and-so’s 
book cost?” 

Generally, we have found that good 
books we wished to consider did run 
about five or six dollars. Once, when 


we wanted especially a book which hap- 
pened to cost two-fifty the committee 
thought it good to buy an additional 
volume at about the same price. The 
argument behind this was to add books 
as rapidly as possible within the bud- 
get we had estimated. 

Whatever method of financing or 
method of selecting books used be sure 
that the matters are in the hands of a 
representative committee rather than 
the minister alone. Service on such a 
committee is not only most helpful, but 
can be educational as well, and give the 
memorial library a splendid start. 

Because, at present, our library is 
so small, and because anything which 
stimulates the reading of religious 
books is good for the church, the min- 
ister has put his circulating library on 
one shelf of the new bookcase. The 
shelf contains contemporary books 
which come through his personal pur- 
chase and book reviewing chores. After 
they are read they are put in the 
church for unrestricted circulation. No 
time limit is placed on borrowers—they 
merely sign a slip and leave it in a box. 
On returning the book they cross out 
their name, put the slip back in the 
proper volume. 

This minister’s library has been a 
rewarding by-product of the spoken 
ministry, reaching a score of people 
nearly all the time, causing discussion 
on religious matters, and surely pro- 
viding good devotional material for 
the homes. As new volumes are added, 
mention is made of their titles in the 
church news-letter. Now and then a 
member will volunteer a book to be 
loaned to the pool, a volume which he 
has particularly enjoyed. 

Our memorial library has solved the 
“flower problem” with better teaching 
and better reading. And the minister’s 
shelf has extended the ministry of our 
church during the week. You might 
give these ideas a try. 


COPYRIGHT NOTICE OMITTED 

Our November-Christmas issue con- 
tained a play entitled “Christmas Is a 
Miracle,” by Joyce Vernon Drake. The 
ownership of the play was credited to 
Walter H. Baker Company, 178 Tre- 
mont Street, Boston 11, Massachusetts. 
Inadvertently we failed to mention that 
the play was copyrighted in 1944 by 
that company. Complete copies, with 
full directions for presenting, may be 
secured from the above company at 
forty cents per copy. 


Each person wants the greatest pos- 
sible fulfillment in his own life. He 
wants to be loved and appreciated; he 
wants to belong to a group; he wants 
attention. In other words, he wants to 
be the most important somebody he 
can be. 
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Testamentary bilts to Aid Churches 
by Arthur ol: H. Street 


HERE a resident of one state 

dies, leaving a will embodying a 

gift to the trustees of a church 
in another state, the validity of the 
gift is to be determined by the laws of 
the latter state. 

A testamentary gift by a New Yorker 
to the trustees of a Missouri church to 
provide funds to pay the minister’s sal- 
ary is valid under the laws of that 
state. 

A testamentary gift to an unincor- 
porated chapel, which constitutes a 
subsidiary of a church corporation, is 
payable to the corporation. 

The foregoing is the gist of the deci- 
sion lately rendered by Surrogate Col- 
lins of the Surrogate’s Court for New 
York County, New York, in the case of 
Jackson’s Estate, 81 N. Y. Supp. 2d 48. 

Decedent’s will, in its first para- 
graph, directed the executors to pay 
out of the estate “as a trust in per- 
petuity such reasonable sum as will 


produce an income sufficient for the 
perpetual care of said entire Bethel 
Cemetery,” an adjunct of Bethel Meth- 
odist Church, Readsville, Missouri. 

A subsequent paragraph of the will 
bequeathed $10,000 in trust to the trus- 
tees of the church, the income to be 
used in paying the services of clergy- 
men “from time to time ministering 
to the congregation of said church.” 

Upholding the will the court said: 

“The capacity of the named legatees 
to take each of these bequests must be 
determined in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Missouri... . 

“It is the law of that state that a 
gift to or for an unincorporated asso- 
ciation, such as the named church, for 
a charitable purpose may be validated 
if the gift is taken in the name of 
trustees. ... 

“The trustees of the church are quali- 
fied to accept and administer each of 
the bequests:in question. The gift for 


the maintenance of the cemetery au- 
thorized the executors to provide the 
trustee of the church with a ‘reason- 
able sum’ for the specified purpose. The 
action of the executors in arranging 
to pay to the trustees of the church the 
sum of $10,000 in accordance with the 
testatrix’s direction is approved... . 

“The court holds that the gift in 
trust to the trustees of Bethel Church 
for payment of the salary of clergy- 
men ministering to its congregation is 
for a valid charitable purpose and is 
sustained. ... 

“The testatrix bequeathed a share of 
her residuary estate ‘to St. Agnes 
Chapel (Trinity Church, New York 
City).’ St. Agnes Chapel was estab- 
lished by the Trinity Church corpora- 
tion and maintained by it. The min- 
isters who served its parishioners were 
under the direct supervision of the 
church and Trinity was responsible for 
all of its obligations. The chapel was 
not incorporated and functioned solely 
as a subsidiary body of the parent 
church. .. . 

“The gift which the testatrix left to 
St. Agnes must therefore go to the 
parent church corporation and the 
court so holds.” 








) 


tal shnansidibiedieeteoecatonate ornare Teas 


_— 





Minister's Week, 1950 
Jan. 30 to Feb. 3 


Plan to attend the Nine- 
teenth Annual Minister’s 
Week at Chicago Seminary. 
An outstanding program for 
study, Christian fellowship 
“t and inspiration for busy 
: Churchmen, 
For further information, address 
A. C. McGIFFERT, JR., President 
The Chicago Theological Seminary 


5757 University Avenue 











EASTERN 
Trains... 


students in the whole Bible- 
an adequate foundation for 
faith and life. Through personal 
contacts with a fully qualified 
and consecrated faculty, young 
men and women are prepared 
for an effective ministry 
for today. 

Will you participate in 
Eastern’s training program by 
your prayers and gifts? 


EASTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY aa 


CITY LINE & LANCASTER AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA 31, PA. 

















MINISTERS OF ALL 
DENOMINATIONS 


facing the problem of leadership 
in the field of Christian education 
and Christian service, are asked 
to recommend for admission to 


SCHAUFFLER COLLEGE 


earnest young women graduating 
from high school in January, or 
who have already graduated. 


Four-year courses leading to the 
degree of B.Sc. in 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


or 
SOCIAL WORK 
SCHAUFFLER COLLEGE, now 
in its 64th year, gives social di- 
rection to religion and religious 
motivation to social work. 


Second Semester Begins 
January 25, 1950 


Some places available in the dor- 
mitory. Costs moderate. 

For further information write: 
George P. Michaelides, Ph. D. 
PRESIDENT 
5115 Fowler Avenue Cleveland 4, Ohio 


Chicago 37, Iinois | 





| tecostal, 
| Friends, Reformed, Universalist, Evan- 
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People Do Sign Guest Books 


A Study Reveals Many Interesting Facts 


by Aislin W Can 


new guestbook was placed in the 
narthex of the Western Presbyter- 
ian Church, Palmyra, New York, this 
past summer. The old guestbook was 
completely filled with signatures; over 
five hundred of them. The first signa- 
ture was dated September 4, 1939; the 
last, June 26, 1949. Before this guest- 
book is filed away in the dusty archives 
of the church records a few words 
should be said about it. 
The life span of this book was not 


ce and without fanfare a 


| long. Ten years is a relatively short 
| period in the life of this 132-year-old 
| church. 
| teresting; there is a great deal of the 
| human situation behind these pages. 


Yet those ten years were in- 


A quick reading of this book reveals 
the names of worshipers from twenty- 
eight states and the District of Colum- 
bia. There is a wide geographical dis- 
tribution of these states from Massa- 
chusetts to California. Worshipers from 
afar entered this sanctuary to find the 


| presence of the living God. Four foreign 
countries are also represented: Canada, 
| Mexico, China and Syria. 


Not every guest included his religious 


| preference, but, among those who did, 
| twenty-one 


creeds are represented. 
Presbyterians are the largest single 


| group which is natural in a Presbyter- 
| ian church. Other groups include Epis- 


copal, Methodist, Congregational, Pen- 
Baptist, The Society of 


gelical United Brethren, Evangelical 
and Reformed, Lutheran, Christian, 
United Church of Canada, Bahai, Lat- 
ter Day Saints (Palmyra is the birth- 
place of Mormonism), Christian Sci- 
ence, Non-denominational, Community, 
Federated, and Jewish. There were 


| certainly members of other religious 
| groups in the church during this pe- 
| riod. We know, for example, that Ro- 
} man Catholics have worshiped with us, 
| although no such identification appears 


after any name in the guestbook. 
The majority of these people who 


| signed the guestbook were friends or 
| relatives of local people, or former Pal- 
| myra residents. A few were people 
| who, passing through Palmyra, paused 


to worship. Several guest ministers 
signed the book along with board per- 
sonnel and missionaries. 


*Minister, Western Presbyterian Church, Pal- 
myra, New York. 


The evangelistic impact of the guest- 
book is worthy of notice. Some new 
residents of Palmyra signed the book, 
and of this number, nineteen of them 
later became members of the church. 
This impact is not spectacular, but if 
a church can gain an average of two 
new members a year by means of a 
guestbook, then certainly the keeping 
of one is worthwhile. The other side 
of this observation is that many new 
people, knowing that churches some- 
times use a guestbook to build a pros- 
pect list, deliberately refrain from 
signing a guestbook. 

The space for remarks in the book 
is largely blank. Remarks that are 
written in are about what would be ex- 
pected such as “enjoyed the service,” 
“very worshipful,” “fine sermon,” 
“friendly fellowship” and the like. Un- 
favorable comments are courteously ab- 
sent. Other remarks reflect the war. 
Soldiers giving their station or base. 
One bears the comnent, “returned pris- 
oner of war.” One signature is that 
of Mrs. Henrietta Townsend Rice of 
Randolph, New York, great grand- 
daughter of the Reverend Jesse Town- 
send, first installed pastor of the church 
who served from 1817 to 1820. Other 
remarks are “good to be back to the 
old church again.” Still another is that 
of a minister who baptized the daugh- 
ter of one of the former pastors. 

All of the signatures in the guest- 
book were obtained because someone in 
the congregation was friendly enough 
to issue an invitation to sign to a guest. 
The members of all our churches can 
share in the ongoing tradition of their 
respective guestbooks if they will ask 
friends, relatives and “the stranger 
within their gates” to sign. 

Palmyra is a village, twenty-two 
miles from Rochester, New York. There 
is no special reason why a large num- 
ber of people should be visiting West- 
ern Presbyterian Church. Yet here is 
a record of worship and devotion. Mul- 
tiply it by the thousands of visitors in 
our various churches throughout our 
land and there is a great testimony for 
the things of the spirit. 

Doubtless other states and other 
lands were represented in the guest- 
book at Palmyra. There is no way 
of knowing how many worshiped un- 
known and unnumbered in that ten- 
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Welcome Your Guests 


andrecord their visit ina 


GUEST REGISTER 


blue-lined loose-leaf sheets, Ring binders are | 
rocco grained, black keratol. Size 8/2,” x 14”, 
$4.00 ° 


COMPLETE A= 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


1703 Chestnut Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


year period or the 132 years of the |, 
church’s life. Many more worshipers | 
would have signed the book if somecne | 
had asked them to. Churches can be | 
friendly; Christian fellowship can be | 
real if both pastor and pew earnestly | 


desire these values. An invitation in 
the church program, an attractively- 


placed guestbook, a word from the pul- | 
pit, and, most important of all, a | 


friendly hand and voice in the pew; 
these things create a friendly church; 


they compile an interesting record of | 
worship; and sometimes they win men | 


and women to the way of life. 
JEWISH PUPILS EXEMPTED 
FROM CAROL SINGING 

Philadelphia — Jewish pupils of the 
Philadelphia public schools are not re- 
quired to sing Christmas carols or 
participate in plays which deal with the 
Christian creed, school authorities have 
ruled. 

A directive to this effect was sent to 
principals of the city’s 27 schools by 
Dr. Louis P. Hoyer, superintendent of 
schools. 

His action was taken in response to a 
request for the ruling by Rabbi Meir 
Lasker, president of the Board of Rabbis 
of Philadelphia. 


“The request is a reasonable one,” 


Dr. Hoyer said. The nature of Christ- 
mas programs must be left to the dis- 
cretion of the individual principals, and 
determined in relation to the commu- 
nity which the school serves. 

In some of the Philadelphia public 
schools that have a large proportion of 
Jewish pupils, Hanukah, the Jewish 
Feast of Lights, will be observed the 
week of December 12. The observance 
will stress the contribution of the Jews 
to religious liberty—RNS 














i ss fo Help Your 
Chis Tilbehevs 
AE CAetshuias 


Of course, you, as a minister or 
church leader, are familiar with 
THE REVISED STANDARD VER- 
SION of the NEW TESTAMENT. 
Probably you are one of the thou- 
sands of pastors who are reading 
it regularly from your pulpit. You 
know of the many years of work 
by the committee of Bible scholars 
appointed by the International 
Council of Religious Education 
which has made THE REVISED 
STANDARD VERSION the only 
authorized version in the English 
we use today. 


Your members, however, who are buying Testaments for 

Christmas gifts and all through the year, do not have 

the same training you have. Many of them do not know 

anything about Bible history or revisions. It is your 

privilege and responsibility to aid them in their choices. 
They will appreciate it if you tell them of THE REVISED 
STANDARD VERSION which is so much easier to understand 
than any antiquated version could possibly be. And, as the 
REVISED STANDARD VERSION has been accepted by all the 
major denominations, it will gradually supercede all previous 
versions, 


You can help your church members to select the right Testa- 

ment for Christmas giving or for their own study. In this way 

they will hear anew the glorious song of the Christmas angels 

and catch for themselve s the worshipping wonder of the shep- 
herds, through reading the Word of God in THE REVISED STANDARD 
VERSION of the NEW TESTAMENT. 


THE REVISED STANDARD 


VERSION 
OF THE 


NEW TESTAMENT 


is the Only Authorized Version 
in the English We Use Today! 


NOW IN THREE SIZES 
15 bindings from 50c to $15 
For sale at all book stores 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


385 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 














in the service of Christ would be 

an asset to any church. Park Bap- 
tist Church of St. Paul has made use of 
just such a person for four or five years 
now. The Baptist church cartoonist is 
Margaret Rieck, the attractive young 
wife of a St. Paul lumber broker, who 
once thought that she would like to 
make a career out of cartooning. 

It all began one summer when the 
pastor of the church was away on his 
vacation. The church secretary had the 
task of getting out the “Park Pilot,” 
which is the weekly mimeographed news 
sheet sent out every Tuesday to all of 
the members of the church. The secre- 
tary needed something to fill up a size- 
able space on the front side of the 
paper. Then she remembered that Mar- 
garet Rieck was a girl with a keen sense 
of humor and a skilled hand at turning 
out a cartoon. Margaret Rieck received 
an urgent telephone call from the 
church secretary, and that week the 
“Park Pilot” came out with a Rieck 
cartoon in the lower right hand corner. 

Since that week several years ago, 
the “Park Pilot” has had an original 
cartoon by Margaret Rieck in it almost 
every week. The cartoons have been 
the most popular feature in the parish 
paper. Some of them have just pre- 
sented funny situations that would hap- 
pen around any church. Others have 
been definitely designed by Mrs. Rieck 
to promote some date or week or event 
in the church program. 

Margaret Rieck does not consider 
herself an especially skilled cartoonist 
at all. In fact, very humbly she feels 
that “anybody could do it.” She began 
drawing cartoons when she was in the 
ninth grade. In school that year the 
boy who sat behind her was quite an 
artist. He gave her an inspiration and 
started her drawing. Soon after that 
she thought that she would like to make 
a career out of cartooning. With this 
in mind, she took some cartooning 
courses from Stan Asch through the 
University of Minnesota Extension 
School in St. Paul. As time went by 
other interests and a very happy mar- 
riage to C. Donald Rieck prevented her 
from making a career of cartooning. 
But she has done some commercial car- 
toons which have appeared in the adver- 
tisements of several concerns in St. 
Paul. She has done one or two assign- 


Se EONE who would draw cartoons 


*Minister, Park Baptist Church, St. Paul, Min- 
nesota. 
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Your Church Can Use A Cartoonist 


Here Is a Suggestion for Serviceable Avocation 


by diackson Wikor+ 


ments for the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society. And she has done a lot 
of cartooning for her own church. 
Margaret Rieck’s cartoons have ap- 
peared in posters that have been put 
up advertising various functions at 
Park Baptist Church. Her cartoons 
have been seen in signs and decorations 
for banquets and fun fairs. But most 
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of all, her service has been through the 
cartoons appearing each week in the 
mimeographed “Park Pilot.” 

Mrs. Rieck uses a very simple method 
of drawing these cartoons for mimeo- 
graph reproduction. She does her work 
out on the kitchen table. After rough- 
ing her drawing in the exact size that 
it will later appear, she finishes the 
drawing with black india ink. For the 
drawing she uses tracing paper (right 
now, however, she is using up some air 
mail stationery left over from the war 
period when she was writing every day 
to her husband out in the Pacific some- 
where). The most difficult thing, of 


* course, is to get the idea for the draw- 


ing. But she receives lots of sugges- 
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These Cartoons Render Real Service 
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tions from a wide reading of jokes and 
humorous stories. Also sometimes she 
sees funny things happen right at the 
church or in connection with the Sunday 
School; sometimes other church mem- 
bers go to her with good ideas. 

Every church must have someone 
with cartooning ambitions and abilities. 
After serving in this special way ‘for 
several years, this is Margaret Rieck’s 
conviction. In her own words, “I should 
think about every church would have 
somebody who could draw up a little 
cartoon. Just a simple line drawing. 
You don’t have to be an artist at all. 
If you don’t know just how a person 
looks in some special position, you can 
get the idea by thumbing through a 
magazine and then making a simple 
sketch with a picture model.” 

Park Baptist Church is proud and 
glad to have one of its members serving 
the Lord with her cartoons. But gather- 
ing from what Cartoonist Margaret 
Rieck has modestly said about her own 
service, it must be that there are many, 
many other churches with people among 


the members who can share in the work | 


of the Kingdom in the same way. 
COURT UPHOLDS TAX EXEMPTION 
OF CHURCH PROPERTY 

Oklahoma City—An Cklahoma City 
church has won its fight to keep its 
property in the county tax-free. 

The state supreme court held that 
lots owned by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Oklahoma City should not be 
taxed for the year of 1947. 

According to testimony, the church 
had purchased the lots before the war 
as a new building site. During the war, 
however, construction was delayed and 
after the war nearby property owners 
sought to block the building on restric- 
tive agreements. 

In April, 1947, the church traded the 
property to St. Luke’s Methodist Church 
in order to obtain another location. 

Cragin Smith, Oklahoma assessor, 
argued unsuccessfully that in 1947 the 
property was not being used for reli- 
gious purposes but for trading pur- 
poses. 

The court ruled that the intention of 
the church on Jan. 1, 1947, had been to 
construct a building on the property 
and that it could not be taxed for that 
year. manta 
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Give these CHRISTIAN Gifts 
_ (for Christmas 


BIBLE STORYTIME RECORDS come in four volumes of 
three records each, six sides of favorite Bible stories 
and songs. Unbreakable; 7-inch size. Each side 
illustrated, full color. Child size, child appeal. 
They'll love them! 

Each Volume, including Fed. Tax........ Only $1.05 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS is beautiful new gift edition of 
John Bunyan’s immortal classic. Simplified but 
eloquent 30-page story. Four-color plates and wash 
drawings. Inspirational, eres Nea 
Bound in Glossy Kromekote. . me sabe 

Board Binding 


BIBLE STORYTIME CUT-OUT BOOK includes eight favor- 
ite Bible stories, printed word for word as told on 
Storytime Records in Vols. 3 and 4. Also six big 
9 x 10” sheets of Bible art, full-color figures to cut 
out and assemble into ae ecudhy — Fun, 
creative, educational.. ; Pa -00 


2 CHRISTMAS SPECIALS « 


BIBLE VISUALIZED BOX SETS! Millions of books sold. 
Fascinating, reverent, Biblical; for all ages. Each 
book 48 pages; each box 144 pages; 675 full-color 
continuity pictures. 

Box 2071—Life of Christ Visualized. Box Set $1.35 
Box 2072—New Testament Stories Visualized, 


5 STANDARD BIBLE STORY READERS for ehitdeen' up ‘to 
10. Best-loved Old and New Testament stories, 18 to 
24 each book; prayers, ms. Best Biblical four- 
color art. 144 pages each k. Blue cloth, each $1.25 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL— 
Entire set five volumes Only $5.00 


SEE ALL THESE AND OTHER STANDARD GIFTS 
AT YOUR BOOK STORE, or write us direct 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 














How much money can our church expect to raise? 
When is the best time to conduct a campaign? 
How can we obtain and train more workers? 
What kind of publicity should we use? 


All of the above questions are most important when contemplating a 
fund raising campaign. Why guess? Consult a firm which specializes in 
Church Finance. No cost or obligation. Write today. 


H.P. DEMAND anv ASSOCIATES 
soOB SHERMAN 


EVANSTON,ILLINOIS 




















YES! THE NEW De LONG CHAIRS AND 
TABLES COME IN ALL SIZES AND COLORS! 


No longer need your Church 
School be dull and drab in brown 
—these scientifically designed 
chairs and tables come in red, 
gold, green, blue plastic spotproof 
upholstery and in light, bright 
woods. Send for information and 
descriptions. 


De LONG SEATING CO., INC. 
A subsidiary of De ong, Lonski & DeLong 


Church Furniture — Renovations — 
Lighting —Carpeting —Chape! Chairs 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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PULPIT GOWNS 


Send For Our 
Price List 
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Judicial Gowns, 
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Gowns and Hoods 


SINCE 


Cotrell= Leoumed 
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Biographical Sermon for December 


Theodore Dreiser - - Misanthropist 


by _ H. a 


Having no hope, and without God in 
the world.—Ephesians 2:12. 
HEODORE DREISER was born in 
Indiana, August 27, 1871. He died 
December 28, 1945. 
In 1890, he started work as a reporter 


| in Chicago. Then he went to St. Louis, 
| Toledo, Pittsburgh and New York. Then 


he became an editor, putting out a 


| woman’s and music magazine in New 
| York. His salary was $10 a week. 


| writer. 


Next Dreiser became a magazine 
This led to his adventure into 


| authorship. He produced his first novel, 
| Sister Carrie. 


| on a nervous breakdown. 


The difficulty Dreiser had in making 
a living for himself and his wife brought 
His illness 


| Was aggravated by rumors that he had 


written a “dirty book” which had been 
suppressed. This made it increasingly 


| difficult for him to sell his articles and 
| short stories. 


| critic 
said that in the 


William F. McDermott, the dramatic 
of the Cleveland Plain Dealer 
town where he was 


born any person under the age of 


twenty-one who desired to borrow one 


of Dreiser’s novels from the public 


library had to present a parental letter 
| consenting to the transaction. 


The New York Society for the Sup- 


| pression of Vice examined Sister Carrie 
| and The Genius. The secretary wrote a 
| letter containing this paragraph. “The 


argument is advanced that his book is 
not objectionable because the principal 


character, at the end of the story, reaps 
the results of his immoral life, but it 


; consequences 


must be borne in mind that through the 
story there are vivid descriptions of the 
activities of certain female delinquents 
who do not, apparently, suffer any ill 
from their misconduct, 
but in the language of the day, ‘get 


| away with it.’ It is wholly conceivable 


that the reading of such a book by a 
young woman, would be very harmful.” 
Ironically, this criticism led to a great 


| demand for Dreiser’s novels. 


Later there appeared An American 
Tragedy. Dreiser said it was the first 


| novel of his that was not accompanied 
| by a chorus of adverse criticism. It has 


stantial, convenient folding | 


organs. 
resonance 
tone. Tropically treated. Fa- 
mous over the world for 40 


A. L. WHITE MFG. CO 
1906 W. Grand 


Marvelous volume | 
and purity of | 


been acclaimed in America and Europe 
as one of the greatest American novels. 
It is a tale of human love and desire, 


| of hope and heartbreak, of crime and 
years. Write for free catalog. | 


Ave. Chicago 22, Il. | 


punishment. 
Dreiser’s novels had enormous power, 


complete realism, great depth and sin- 
cerity of feeling, in the opinion of a 
literary critic. “They moved and 
breathed and labored with such authen- 
tic accents of truth that you had to say, 
‘this was the way it was. This was the 
way it had to happen. This is the way 
that America is and this is the way 
life is.’” 

Dreiser was a misanthropist. He was 
disgusted with society and its ways. 
Moreover he was perplexed and bewild- 
ered. In an article, he gave expression 
to his personal beliefs. He wrote: 

“The mystery of life—its inexplica- 
bility, beauty, cruelty, tenderness, folly, 
etc., etc.—has occupied the greater part 
of my waking thoughts; and in rever- 
ence or rage or irony, as the moment or 
situation might dictate, I have pondered 
and even demanded of cosmic energy, 
Why?.. 

“Yes, just the same, and notwith- 
standing, here I sit at this particular 
moment, pen in hand and scribbling 
briskly ccncerning something about 
which finally I know nothing at all, and 
worse yet, about which no one can tell 
me anything, and yet wishing to know; 
Wag Fi. 

“To be sure I can turn to almost any 
religion and hear that God lives and 
reigns, that he is all-wise and all-good, 
and that, assuming ourselves to be 
sufficiently humble and worshipful, he 
may ‘save’ us to a more agreeable here- 
after—though why he should have 
chosen to invent such irritable and even 
ridiculous creatures as ourselves, or the 
several chemical and physical processes 
of which we are compounded in order 
to ultimately ‘save’ us is beyond me. 
He need never have troubled to create, 
and so might well have saved himself 
the trouble of ‘saving’ us... . 

“But not only that. For I am not only 
puzzled, but even startled, and all but 
struck dumb, by the number and variety 
of the creations of this Creator of the 
religionists, or if there chances to be 
no such Creative Being, then by the 
will-less mechanism of the physicist and 
the chemist. . . . I will not say that all 
the inventions of this alleged Creator, 
or this blind mechanism, but rather one 
only— Man; seeing this, one might 
almost be inclined to exclaim and even 
insist that here was order and intelli- 
gence at work. One might say that 
here was the obvious handiwork of an 
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amazingly wise, although not neces- 
sarily a kindly intelligence. . . 

“For here among men you soon find 
vitally and—strangest of all perhaps— 
constructively operative: cruelty, greed, 
vanity, lust, gluttony, false witness, 
envy, and hatred; with their evoked and 
hence attendant wars, murders, injur- 
ies, and deaths; together with the pos- 
sibly more admirable qualities of friend- 
ship, affection, admiration, charity, 
generosity, etc.... 

“At best, whatever man does is some- 
thing that can only prolong the struggles 
and worries, and for the most part, 
futile dreams of those with whom he 
finds himself companioned here in this 
atomic or cellular welter, and which in 
the last analysis may be just nothing 
at all—a phantasmagoric or cinematic 
shadow play. Signifying what? A 
momentary belief in being? Or happi- 
ness? (Ch, Jehovah! Osiris! Jesus! 
Jove! ... 

“And yet, in the face of all this, I 
would not like to write myself down as 
a total pessimist. Having observed the 
process here over a period of years, I 
find that it has, in the main, the quality 
of interest—taken all in all, a fairly 
good show, albeit so filled with ana- 
chronisms and illusions and lunacies of 
one type and another as to make it 
discreditable either as reason or order. 
Rather the best I can say is that I have 
not the faintest notion of what it is all 
about, unless it is for self-satisfaction 
in many and varied ways—all more or 
less achieved by cruelty or greed, as 
for instance, life living on life; man 
growing things in order to consume 
them; men or creatures preying upon 
the efforts of others in order to feed 
and maintain themselves with little 
effort.” 


MINISTERS BAR BIBLE 
DISTRIBUTION IN SCHOOLS 

Reno, Nevada — The Washoe County 
Ministerial Association, comprising 
Reno’s Protestant and Jewish clergy, 
has turned down a request from the 
Gideons to distribute Bibles to local 
publie school pupils. 

The Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Associa- 
tion president, said the group felt that 
distribution of the Gideon Bibles would 
be “manifestly unfair since the policy 
of separation of Church and State comes 
of a good sound philosophy.” 

A. D. Short, field secretary for the 
Gideons, had planned to present the 
Bible distribution proposal to the Reno 
school board. 

In the past, the Reno school trustees 
have forbidden distribution of Bibles 
on the ground that the practice might 
be offensive to certain religious groups 
and also violate the established policy 
of keeping religious education out of 
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What Makes a Nation breat? 
A i, ee by , (oe Wel lenen Coughenour* 


Proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land.—Leviticus 25:10. 
HE other day while relaxing on the 
white sand of our beautiful Atlan- 
tic beach, I was watching the great 
white clouds floating by against a soft 
blue background and thinking how 
peaceful and wonderful life is. Sud- 
denly, from out of the sky, a sea gull 


| dived to the crest of a wave and caught 


a struggling fish for its dinner. The 
fish had not been aware of the danger 


| hovering overhead, and so, before he 
| could protect himself, he had lost his 





gretted: 


freedom and his life. Are we aware 
of our danger as American citizens? 
Today, we in the United States are 
faced with the danger of losing our 
freedoms. Foremost is the peril to our 
religious freedom, and the other free- 
doms are dependent upon this blood- 
bought freedom. The words of John 
Milton are as alarming for us today 
as they were for the England of his 
day when he wrote, “We are today 
treading in the same steps that other 
historic republics have taken and re- 
luxury and extravagance at- 
tending upon wealth, general laxity in 
morality and religion, jealousies and 
discontents incident to poverty, bitter 
conflicts between political parties, abuse 


| heaped upon public servants, favors 


shown to the most dangerous groups 


| when they can be used to promote 





party interests. These were the rea- 
sons why other great republics fell into 
degradation, disgrace, and death.” Are 
we sufficiently aware of our danger? 

Other thoughts crowd our minds and 
take us back 457 years to the day when 
that Genoese navigator, Christopher 
Columbus, and his three little ships, 
the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa 
Maria, sailed the Atlantic and finally 
landed on the island which he named 
San Salvador. This landing was but 
the forerunner of the many landings 
which were to bring millions of free- 
dom-loving people from all parts of the 
earth to our shores. These people and 
their descendants were to build Amer- 
ica “the land of the free and the home 
of the brave.” Let us resolve to keep 
the United States free and to preserve 
our freedoms under law. I say “re- 
solve” because our freedoms are threat- 
ened from several directions. 

The alarm must be sounded for the 


*Minister, First Methodist Church, Alta, Towa. 


average citizen to take an active in- 
terest in politics and to participate in 
government. Our need is greater than 
to merely sing patriotic songs of the 
“America” and “Star Spangled Ban- 
ner” variety, which we love so well. 
Perhaps there is a gradual awakening 
to a greater consciousness of the true 
worth of our glorious United States 
and to an awareness of its dangers 
from un-American organizations, state 
collectivism, and anti-Christian philo- 
sophies. Perhaps there is now aroused 
sufficient leadership in our churches 
sounding the alarm so that United 
States herself is awakening like a 
strong man after a deep sleep, and 
shaking her invincible locks like Sam- 
son of old. Our country is perhaps 
awakening to her abundant natural re- 
sources; her inventive genius; her gi- 
gantic productive capacity; and her 
amazing spiritual power for greater 
days ahead. What makes a nation 
great is answered in this bit of verse 
by Alexander Blackburn: 


“What Makes a Nation Great?” 
serried ranks with flags unfurled, 
armored ships that gird the world, 
hoarded wealth nor busy mills, 
cattle on a thousand hills, 
sages wise, nor schools nor laws, 

Not boasted deeds in freedoms cause— 
All these may be, and yet the state 
In the eye of God be far from great. 


That land is great which knows the 
Lord, 

Whose songs are guided by His Word; 

Where justice rules ’twixt man and 
man, 

Where love controls in art and plan; 

Where, breathing in his native air, 

Each soul finds joy in praise and 
prayer— 

Thus may our country, good and great, 

Be God’s delight—man’s best estate. 

Again quoting Milton, we learn the 
timelessness of his words, “By our 
negligence, indifference, and inertia, we 
alone—the people in each community 
and city-——can make ourselves less capa- 
ble of representative government, less 
keepers of our freedoms. We can grow 
ignorant again, brutal, and slavish as 
we once were— but let us not do so.” 
Rather let us go on to greater days in 
the spirit of the pioneers. 

Recently I stood at the historic and 
romantic spot, Plymouth Rock, where 
the Pilgrims landed December 21, 1620, 
and thanked our God for these courage- 
ous people who labored, sacrificed, and 
suffered for this cause of civil and reli- 
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gious liberty. Today there is need for 
labor, sacrifice, and suffering for our 
values and principles which we dearly 
prize. 

There are competent church and civil 
leaders at present who are pleading yor 
followers to help in a great spiritual 
crusade to awaken the Christian elec- 
torate to safeguard our liberties. 

God uses the poor and simple folk 
to do great things at his command. Let 
no person say that he is unable to do 
something. When God called Gideon 
to be the champion of Israel against 
the Midianites, Gideon replied, “Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold, 
my family is poor in Manasseh.” It 
was David, the shepherd lad, whom 
God “took from the sheep-folds. From 
following the ewes great with young he 
brought to feed Jacob his people.” God 
can and is doing wondrous works to- 
day with persons who obey his com- 
mands. Our faith and knowledge in- 
crease by exercise, as well as our phys- 
ical bodies. Truth is compared in 
Scripture to a streaming fountain; if 
her waters do not flow in a perpetual 
stream of progress, they sicken into 
muddy pools of mere conformity and 
lifeless tradition. 

Because of much confusion in Prot- 
estantism, laymen do not wish to ap- 
pear irreligious and are happy to turn 
over the work and care of their religion 
to the clergy. This is not a healthy 
condition. More prophets are needed to 
sound the alarm to modern Protestant- 
ism; more followers, who are willing to 
labor with enthusiasm, intelligence, and 
compassion, are needed. Then we can 
exert our influence in preserving our 
freedoms. Let the laity back their 
courageous clergymen in this advance- 
ment. This marching force would soon 
make itself felt in the quality of gov- 
ernment provided by our democracy. 
Men of high morals and ideals can be 
expected to select as their representa- 
tives men of similar character who are 
at the same time noteworthy for their 
greater intellectual and administrative 
capacities. 

Birthright at Stake 

We Protestants must be on our 
guard lest we sell our birthright for 
a mess of pottage. Insidious forces are 
at work among the industrial workers 
offering security for the exchange of 
individual liberty. Here is a danger 
point to be watched: the industrial 
werker being led into the camp of 
Marxian materialists with the promise 
of job security for the barter of his 
franchise. This philosophy must be 
exposed for what it is—a Godless philo- 
sophy. Materialism denies that the 
moral order is everlasting and severs 
hope; Christianity affirms the moral 
order and gives hope. Christ taught 
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| compassion and helpfulness. 
| be loyal to a government that forbids 
| him the exercise of his franchise, who 





that God loves and values all men, 
not merely mankind in general, but 
individually, one by cne, so much so 
that a little child is of incalculable 
worth. The industrial worker’s vote 
is of great value because in its proper 
exercise is the hope of continued demo- 
cratic government. Protestantism has 
laid the foundation and preserved de- 
mocracy. Let us continue to lead! More 
discrimination must be used in the exer- 
cising of one’s franchise. Churchmen 
can render a valuable service to the 
electorate by clearly defining the issues 
during heated political campaigns when 
moral issues are at stake. 

Beware of the teaching that sets class 
against class, breeding jealousy and 
hatred, and the emphasizing of econ- 
omical differences whenever there is a 
controversy between groups. These anti- 
Christian teachings must be exposed 
and eradicated before the present civili- 
zation is drenched in blocd and brought 
to the edge of disaster. Christ’s teach- 
ing that men are members of one fam- 
ily of God must capture the thought 
of the masses and persuade them io 
live as brothers. This is no easy task 
that confronts the church of today in 
educational and evangelical programs. 
The upper and middle classes cannot 
remain indifferent to this crisis, be- 
cause “to whom much is given, much 
is required;” hence, a more active in- 
terest in the lower income groups 


| should be taken. 


Some of the difficulties of our lower 
income groups must be treated with 
Who can 


can live without bitterness and vindic- 


| tiveness when deprived of an equal 
| economical and social opportunity, be- 
| cause of his color? Then, too, the ijower 


income group must learn that it is no 


| erime nor injustice for others to re- 
| ceive a profit from an investment of 


capital or mental abilities. All men 
must quickly adopt a charitable and a 
mutually understandable basis of work- 
ing and living together. Are we ade- 
quately aware of the danger of a class 


| struggle in America? 


Do we wish to turn to the use of 
force in establishing a society for which 
man has struggled these many cen- 
turies? I think not. When we prop- 
erly evaluate this method, we acknowl- 
edge that the overthrow of evil can be 


| finally ended only by the program of 


love and good will toward each other. 
Christ said, “My kingdom is not of this 
world” and I do not think he will use 
worldly methods to usher in his spir- 
itual kingdom. Force may be conven- 
ient but it will never be able to over- 
come love. The kingdom of our Lord 
holds sway over every region of life; 
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but its seat is within us. The kingdom 
must reach and reconcile and produce 
obedience in the very depths of cne’s 
being. God must take hold in that 
place which lies behind our utterances 
and actions, behind social ties and 
bonds of human fellowship, behind our 
conscious reasonings and theories. It 
must be by the spirit that the living 
and loving God reaches down in the in- 
nermost parts where the real forces of 
life are generated. Man must lay hold 
of the power of love if he is going to 
triumph over the evils of present-day 
society. The Lord sought the center 
of man’s life. There must be no cor- 
ner left unexplored or unreconciled. 
Christ’s kingdom must get to the bot- 
tom of personality and work from 
within to the outward. Before we can 
see Jesus as a great teacher, as a great 
reformer, before we can discern the 
meaning of Christian worship, and un- 
derstand the narratives of the life of 
Jesus and the record of his deeds, we 
must see him most vivid of all in his 
person printed upon the lives of men 
and women who loved and trusted him 
as their Savior from sin. In the 
Epistles of Peter, Paul, and John and 
others, we see the spiritual experiences 
of these writers. All their writings have 
Jesus Christ as the center. Christ 
brought great changes in their lives; 
they became new creatures. It is the 
witness to these experiences that has 
made Christianity a world religion. A 
changed heart, telling of its new joy, 
new power, and a new creation is the 
miracle that draws men and women age 
after age to the kingdom of God. This 
newness—the Christ in them—made it 
possible for the believers to love and 
serve one another. Therefore, let us 
as church folk be more interested in 
winning believers to the cause of 
Christ. Then the temptation to use 
force for the advancement of social 
programs will be reduced. The major- 
ity of people will then desire social, po- 
litical, and economical equality because 
of good will, love, and justice for their 
fellowmen. Then our country will be 
GREAT! 


PENNSYLVANIA VOTERS 
APPROVE SUNDAY MOVIES 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania — Despite 
the opposition of church groups repre- 
sented by the Federated Legislative 
Committee, 58 of 80 Pennsylvania com- 
munities approved Sunday movies in 
this year’s elections. 

Four other municipalities legalized 
Sunday baseball and football, while the 
Lackawanna County Borough of Jermyn 
approved continuation of Sunday sports, 
Only Pen Argyl, in Northampton Coun- 
ty, voted against baseball or football 
on the Sabbath.—RNS 
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Case Studies in Every Member Canvass 


unusually effective Every-Member 

Canvasses in recent months. First 
is the First Presbyterian Church, Mid- 
dletown, Ohio. Its success, despite a 
half million dollar building project 
under way was the result of careful, 
detailed planning, combined with the 
loyalty Sunday approach. The increase 
in pledges was 15%. The date of the 
canvass (Sunday before Thanksgiving) 
was also a factor in the success. 

The second church, Saint Peter’s 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
Champaign, Illinois, used the mail 
method and got an increase of more 
than $2,000. The pastor feels that the 
step-up pledge discussed in the Sep- 
tember 1948 and December 1948 issues 
was the important factor. 


I 


A Real Every Member 
Canvass 


By W. H. Minton* 


(A simple method by which a full 
canvass can be conducted as exempli- 
fied in the First Presbyterian Church in 
Middletown, Ohio, where an increase of 
more than 15% was accomplished each 
year over the budget-asking.) 


N THE years 1947 and 1948 the 
Every-Member Canvass Committee 
of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Middletown, Ohio, developed and used 
a most successful method of conducting 
the canvass, by means of which almost 
every member of the church was reached 
and solicited for his subscription, and 
all contributed generously to the under- 
writing of the budget of the church. 
Basis of this work lay chiefly in the 
interest and activity of the Finance 
Committee responsible for the Every- 
Member Canvass, together with the 
enthusiasm of the canvassers, which 
was developed by the committee in 


an are two churches which had 


charge and with the help of the min- | 


ister. Enough interest was created in 
advance of the canvass in the congre- 


gation at large and on the part of those 


who were to do the work, that the can- 
vass itself was carried to a completion 





was called a “Neighborhood Group 
List.” The street addresses of the mem- 
bers of the church were put together 
in numerical order, together with the 
names of the families, then these were 
prepared in groups, the street number 
preceding the name of the family. Thus 
it was easy to separate the church fami- 
lies according to geographical district. 
Each group was listed on a separate 
sheet for easy distribution to the can- 
vassers and others who might wish the 
lists for other purposes. It made a very 


convenient way for the visiting teams 


35 


to know what families they would be 
responsible for, and for those in the 
office to keep track of what was going 
n. While originally the group lists 
were made by the entire geographic 
sections, by the time these were broken 
down for the individual canvassers, no 
one canvasser had more than six or 
eight families for which he himself 
would personally be responsible, and 
these were all on the same street or in 
the same block, so it was very easy fo 
him to carry out his work. * 
The first thing to be done, of course, 
was to establish the budget for the 
following year. In the First Presby- 
terian Church this was done by a com- 
bination of the Board of Deacons and 
the Session, the Board of Deacons being 
responsible for the operating budget of 
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within a few short weeks after its start. 
In order to make the canvass effec- 
tive, the work for it was actually started 
early in September, although the can- | 
vass itself was not conducted until late 
in November. In September the church 
secretary and helpers prepared what 
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the church im the following year, and 
the Session being responsible for the 
benevolence budget. The finance com- 
mittee of the Board of Deacons as- 
sumed the responsibility of setting 

a time table, and of overseeing the 

eral program of the camvass. 
general committee consisted of 
chairman of the finance committee, : 
its three members, a irman of 
Board of Deacons, treas- 
urer and the assistant church treasurer. 
In both the years 1947 and I948 the two 
treasurers mentioned volunteered to 
the detail work of the committee, so 

to have a close working team and 2 
keep the work under immediate control. 
At the first meeting of the General 
Committee, the work was outlined ap- 
proximately as 

1. The budget was to be prepared 
ing the first week in October. 

The deacoms and elders meeting 
jointly approved the total budget on the 
last Sunday im October. 

The congregation 
this total budget the 
November. 

4. On the second Sunday in Novem- 
ber, the captains and their canvassers 
met after the morning service for their 

signment of family responsibilities. 
he breakdown had been made 
assignment was actually 
the canvassers, the actual 

church took only 


follows - 


du 


> 
2 


then approved 


ninutes. 
vasser was given a lis h 
ilies aaaiedm in geographical! 
for whom he was to be per- 
ly responsible during the canvass. 
The third Sunday in November 
was chosen for the canvass, which we 
called Loyalty Sunday. We feit that if 
a full camvass were to be conducted, 
before Thanksgivin 
was a logical time. 
During the — fol 


get by 


the Sunday 


lowing the adop- 
the elders and 
treasurer and the 
. who were to do the 


deacons, the churce 
tstant rena urer 
hose their captaims and 
rom the neighborhood 
ioned above. Out of a congrega- 
of approximately 1100 members of 
Church, 100 men were chosen as 
in both years. With this 
large number it was possible to assign 
>t more than five or six families to a 
in most instances, which made 
ing an easy one. The 
was made up by 


ee from tl 


nvassers 


Vasser 


I dis- 
these neighborhood groups. 

The treasurer and as 
took the responsibility 


t and the canvassers, 


list equally, twelve di each, be- 
tween them. 
The work started from this point by 
telephome, first cheosing a leader or 
eaptain for each majer division, a man 
qualified to be at the head of a team 
of three to five men Im only a very 
few imstamces did a man, either leader 
or member of a team, turn down this 
epportunity of serving his church in 
this special way. At the time of the 
appoimtment of the leaders by tele 
phone, a list of the canvassers assigned 
to them was also given them, and con- 
firmed by postal card the following 
day. the cards also giving name, ad- 
dress, amd telephome number of each 
eanvasser. A postal card notice was 
Iso sent to the canvasser, confirming 
the mame of his leader, with leader’s 
and telephone number. The 
postal notice also mentioned the meet- 
ing of leaders and canvassers the sec- 
end Sunday of November, and the im- 
portance of all being present at this 
meeting. The treasurer and the 
stant treasurer selected their major 
group leaders, and the major group 
leaders were able to assist im the selec- 
of the canvassers. 
In the meantime letters were going 
9 the membership of the church 
as publicity for the canvass which was 
be made on Loyalty Sunday. These 
letters were concentrated, a series 
three in two weeks; one letter the week 
preceding the canvass, and two letters 
the week immediately preceding the Sun- 
the canvass. These letters were 
be of great value and help in 
the congregation for Loyalty 


Get Loyalty Sunday Attendance 
During the week preceding the can- 

vass, the leader and his canvasser 
lephoned the members assigned to them 
their district, reminding them of the 
importance of being present at the 
morning service on Loyalty Sunday. 
Each canvasser was responsible for 
seeing that the families on his imme- 
diate responsibility list were in church 
where they could make their pledge 
the service, and the canvasser 
understood that if any of the members 
group were not in church, then 
would be responsible for following 
families later in the day to re- 
their pledge. Thus it gave the 
incentive to invite the 

members of his responsibility list 

the morning service. During this ser 
ice the subscription cards were filled 
out by the members of the congrega- 
tion and collected by the ushers after 
a stewardship sermon had been preached 
by the minister. No cards were mailed 
in advance to the members. They were 
to receive them at the morning service; 


if they were not there, they would get 


nvasser an 
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them from the hands of the canvasser 
who made a call that afternoon, 

Immediately following the church 
service on Loyalty Sunday, the leaders 
with their canvassers and their General 
Committee met at a dinner which was 
provided at a local eating establish- 
ment at the expense of the church. The 
ideal arrangement, of course, was to 
have a leader and his canvassers sit- 
ting at the same table, for closer con- 
tact and for fellowship. At the close of 
the dinner, the chairman of the Board 
of Deacons called off the names and 
addresses from the subscription cards 
which had been collected at the morning 
service. Each leader then marked off 
these names on the neighborhood list 
that was given him at the meeting on 
the second Sunday of the campaign. 
The persons whose names were not 
marked off were called upon by the 
canvasser immediately after the busi- 
ness meeting and the luncheon. 

The members of the General Com- 
mittee returned to the church office to 
receive the reports of the teams. In 
the meantime the subscription cards 
received in the morning were marked 
in red, the total pledge being put on 
each card, and a grand total at that 
time being made. Other miscellaneous 
work was done during the afternoon. 

The Every-Member Canvass men- 
tioned was made at a time when the 
project for a new church building was 
in progress to cost approximately 
$450,000. A large amount of money 
had been subscribed and paid during 
each of these years when the canvass 
was being conducted. The fact that, in 
spite of these heavy additional contri- 
butions, the annual budget of the church 
was oversubscribed and the budget it- 
self was increased substantially from 
year to year, shows that, when the con- 
gregation is well prepared, and when 
the canvassers actively solicit each 
member of the congregation, a church 
may develop a healthy financial situa- 
tion. Anyone interested in knowing in 
more detail about this successful method 
of conducting an Every-Member Can- 
vass is invited to write to Mr. W. H. 
Minton, Treasurer, c/o First Presbyter- 
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We Conducted Our Canvass (Send me free literature. 
By Mail 


By Edward H. Busekros* 
ES, we conducted our Every- 
Member Canvass by mail. The idea 
grew out of the step-up pledge 
described in Church Management. We 
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' have about five hundred members above 
' fourteen years of age. There were but 
+ one hundred and three of these left to 
: solicit personally after the mail cam- 
| paign. Cur increase was more than 
| $2,000. All of these came in response 
’ by mail. There was no increase in the 
j pledges of those who received personal 
i calls. 
The letters will tell the 
} detail. 


story in 


é Letter No. 1 
Dear Members: 

We wish that it were possible for us 
to visit with each of you in your home. 
We would appreciate the opportunity 
to talk over with you, in person, the 
welfare of your church and the work 
it is called upon to perform. 

Our church’s obligations to the Lord 
of life present a challenge which must 
be met with increasing seriousness and 
faith. The possibilities which lie before 
us are so great and the need of the 
work so pressing, that we think if we 
could talk it all over with you and the 
other members, enthusiasm for the 
work and a new loyalty to the cause 
would be forthcoming. 

However, since it is a physical im- 
possibility to call in all the homes of 
the church families, we are employing 
the facilities of the postal system. 


NEW?! the projector 


for perfect auditorium 
projection 
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That’s why a series of letters will be 
coming to you from us. 

Serving as a member of the Church 
Council has been an educational experi- 
ence for us. 
amazed that the church was called upon 
to do so much. Afterwards, we became 
proud and pleased to know of the num- 
ber and importance of her tasks. 

We also arrived at the conclusion, 
upon observation, that the church pro- 
gram and procedure needs to be 
strengthened. The mistakes and weak- 
nesses of our methods must be cor- 
rected. We must be alert to opportu- 
nity and possess vision for the future. 
In fear and trembling, we must be 
aware that God, the Father, will hold 
us to account for the saving of souls 
alive. 

The spirit of evangelism, the winning 
of others for God, must take on a new 
life in St. Peter’s. All of us must think 
of it as our duty, our opportunity and 
obligation to God and our fellowmen to 
invite and urge others to unite with the 
Church of Jesus Christ. The testimony 
of daily Christian conduct will lend 
power to our invitation. We urge you 
to bring your friends with you to church 
and the meetings of the organizations. 

Having won them into membership, 
we must also welcome them into our 
fellowship. They must be made to feel 
at home. Perhaps the Colony Plan or 





At first, we were only, 


some other method will solve the prob- 
lem. 

The willing spirit, the volunteer life, 
must grow in our midst also. There 
are no Draftees in the Army of the 
Lord. They are all Volunteers. In what 
way can you serve your church and 
God? Are you? 

In this age of materialism, take pub- 
lic worship seriously. The fellowship 


| of the faithful, the communion of the 


saints is a high and holy hour of adora- 


tion, confession and receiving of grace 


and renewal of faith. We are convinced 


| of its importance in a sane and saved 
| life. 


Man does not live by bread alone. 
Let us share with one another in the 
Life that was broken for us upon the 


| Cross. 


We will write to you of the mechan- 


| ical and physical aspects of the church’s 


life in another letter. 
Thanks for the privilege of this visit 


| with you. 


The Executive Committee. 
Letter No. 2 
Dear Members: 
Whether St. Peter’s gets the work 


| done or not depends upon the individual 
| members. Some of it can be done by no 
one else but you. 


There is one phase 
of it though, in which we can all do 


| our share. 


Too often, when the financial needs 
of the church are spoken of, we think 
of our share as a contribution to the 
church, It would be truer to remember 
that what is asked of us is an offering 
to be placed on the altar of God. It 
would be better still were we to think 
in terms of sacrifice. To bring an of- 
fering to the House of God is not the 
same as making a donation to a wor- 
thy cause. 

Some people ask: “What does the 
church do with all its money?” First 
of all, its only income is from the free- 
will offerings of the people. 

We are going to try and break down 
for you the financial history of the last 
few years and by some few examples 
show you what some operations cost 
the church per year per member. 

The Church Income 

From those who make a payment 
once a year: 

1946 1947 
$1,371.10 $1,073.00 

Dues by weekly envelopes: 

1946 1947 
$5,174.04 $5,073.18 

Plate offerings: 

1946 1947 
$1,052.85 $1,045.84 

Total income: 

1946 1947 
$7,597.99 $7,192.02 $8,605.95 

The contributions to the improve- 
ment fund have steadily dropped. That 


1948 
$1,793.46 


1948 
$5,609.34 


1948 
$1,203.15 


1948 
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may be because the three-year pledge 
has elapsed, or for other reasons. 

1946 1947 1948 
$3,183.20 $2,255.09 $1,588.60 

The contributions to this year’s ben- 
evolence will exceed by some hundreds 
of dollars the amounts received other 
years. The receipts from the mission 
festival and the month of November 
are included in the amounts of previous 
records and will need to be added to the 
1948 income later. 

1946 1947 1948 
$2,013.63 $2,053.08 $1,853.34 

The church has also felt the effect of 
higher living costs. The organist, the 
choir director and the minister’s sal- 
aries have not been changed in the last 
three years. The sexton’s salary was 
adjusted to the extent of three hundred 
($300) dollars a year. The financial 
secretary’s remuneration remained the 
same through these years. Whereas, 
there was formerly employed a part- 
time office secretary, she is now em- 
ployed five days a week which has 
meant an added expenditure of not 
quite five hundred ($500) dollars more. 

You have in your employ then, six 
people of whom three are on full-time. 
Their salaries total $7,078.00. That is 
an average, roughly, of fifteen ($15) 
dollars a year per member. 

Our share of the denomination’s bud- 
get is $1,952.00. They ask $800.00 a 
year of us for world service. We've 
been giving $100.00 a year to the Sy- 
nod’s mission work. Other appeals for 
help, plus the Regional and Synodical 
expenses total another $300.00. That 
makes a total of $3,152.00 or an aver- 
age, in round numbers, of $7.00 per 
year per member, 

Last year the Sunday morning 
programs cost nearly 

The duplex envelopes cost---- 

Miscellaneous printing 

Clee Sapeen. ona 

Postal cards, stamps and 
stamped envelopes 

The bulletin 


$ 150.00 
92.95 


$1,052.18 

That averages a little more than 
$2.00 per year per member. 
Lights, gas, power, telephone, 

water service and sanitary 

service total 
For coal alone, that there be 

heat for Sunday school, 

church services and_ the 

other meetings 


$1,020.16 


And that averages $2.00 per year 
per member. 


Nor does this include insur- 
ance on the church and par- 
sonage which total 

Plus taxes on the parsonage of 

And janitor supplies of 


And that’s better than another $1.00 
per year per member. 

The monies we spend for the im- 
provement and maintenance of the 
church and parsonage are taken from 
the envelopes by the same name and 
do not enter into the above calcula- 
tions. 

It’s easy enough to see then, that it 


costs the church at least $27.00 a year 


for every member it has on its rolls. 
This is beyond some. It is the offer- 
ing, freely given, by those who can, 
upon which the church must rely. An 
average of fifty cents (50c) a week 
would very nearly do the job. In the 


light of these figures, what will your 


response be? 
Sincerely, 
The Executive Committee. 
Letter No. 3 
Dear Members: 


Often canvassers return and say that | 
people have asked them how much they | 


should gite toward the church’s ex- 
pense. 

Since we have, in previous letters, 
talked about the church’s work and the 
costs of operations, we are going to try 


and help you answer the questions put 


to the canvassers. 
True, the ideal is according to Bib- 


lical admonition, and a tithe or a tenth | 


of your income belongs to the Lord. 
One of the families of our church 
makes that their practice. 

We are proposing a much more mod- 


est scale, knowing that even it will be 


thought of by some as preposterous. 
If your monthly income is: 
$100 $150 $200 $300 $400 $500 
A single 
person1% 2% 
should 
give: up 
Any 
Amar- amt. 
ried would 
person bean 1% 
should offer- 
give: ing up 

You will know to which classification 
you belong. We ask you to consider 
contributing the percentage we sug- 
gest. We believe it to be a modest 
request. 

May we not remind those who are not 
on record as having supported the 
church for at least two years, that it 
seems only reasonable that if we re- 
ceive no response this time, they will 
be placed on the inactive list and at the 


6% 8% 
and 


3% 4% 


2% 4% 6% 
and 


1% % 
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All Saints’ Church, Harrison, New York 
Rev. George E. Keith, Rector 


Simple, single figured windows were 
deemed most appropriate for this small 
frame church. What could be more logical 
for “All Saints’ Church” in America than 
a series of windows each depicting a 
saint from a European Country? 
England, Scotland and Switzerland are 
represented in this series while others are 
to follow. These countries have contributed 
so much fo the foundation of the church 
in the United States. If interested, write 
us for further particulars. No obligation. 
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end of the year, their names will be 
removed from the membership roll. 
Naturally, this rule does not apply to 
those who have been faithful church 
members but are financially unable to 
support the church. 
In the Master’s Name, 
The Executive Committee. 


Letter No. 4 
Dear Members: 

Permit us, in this last letter, to make 
two suggestions in the interest of our 
church: 

(1) Our experience has shown us 
that the easiest way to finance the 
church’s work is through the weekly 
envelope system. It is easier to give 
the small amount weekly than the en- 
tire sum at one time. 

It keeps the treasury from being rich 
in one month and a pauper in the next, 
The bills come every week and month 
and not just once a year. A regular 
weekly offering will keep our treasury 
sound. Even the farmers do not wait 
to pay all their other bills just once a 
year. 

Then too, if we break down our gift 
to the church into fifty-two parts, we 
recognize that we can be more liberal— 
and “the Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 

(2) Enclosed is a step-up pledge card 
for each member in your home. We 
have filled in, as accurately as possible, 
what your contribution this year came 
to per week. Even if you gave a lump 
sum, we have divided it into weekly 
portions. 

On the line above, will you put in the 
amount you intend to contribute this 
coming year? If you pay annually, 
divide the sum by fifty-two. For ex- 
ample: 

Local church—$52.00 
Weekly—$1.00 

Benevolence—$13.00 
Weekly—$.25 


If you can take a step up—do it, and 
may the Lord bless you. 

We want to mail your envelopes to 
you by the 10th of December, but we 
can’t if we don’t get these cards back 
from you by the end of November. 

Unless you write on your step-up 
pledge card that you do not want enve- 
lopes, we will mail them to you, though 
it has not been your practice to use 
them heretofore. Please pay particular 
attention to this paragraph. 

It’s been a privilege to present these 
vital matters to you. We trust the in- 
formation has been enlightening and 
helpful. Looking forward to your 
wholehearted cooperation, we are, 

Yours in the Master’s service, 
The Executive Committee. 
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Productive Pastures 
by Hobart D. MeKechan 








SERMON STARTER 


A. Christmas Means Sonship 

God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
** * that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons.—Galatians 4:4-5. 

ONE other than his own Son—he 
who alone has truly a right to 
bear that name since he alone is 

begotten in eternity by the Father. 

The incarnation is that act by which 
the Son of God the Father took the hu- 
man nature formed for him and made 
it his own; so to possess it that it 
would remain forever incommunicable 
to any other person. But in making 
himself man the divine Word remained 
what he always was in himself * * *. 

Why was it the son was sent? “That 
we might receive the adoption of sons.” 
The true end of the incarnation was to 
bring prodigal mankind out of the state 
of slavery into the state of adoptivé™ 
sonship. It was the son who would 
bring this transformation about. The 
father, who could not be sent, could 
nevertheless have become incarnate; 
and then we should have received a di- 
rect adoption from him. The Holy 
Spirit, sent by the father and the son, 
could also have become incarnate and 
communicated our adoption directly. 

In point of fact it was the son who 
was sent. Why? Because in his state 
of natural sonship he would be a mar- 
velous exemplar of our adoptive son- 
ship. He would show us by his whole 
life what it is to be a son in all our 
relations with the father. Into all his 
actions he would infuse the virtues of 
sonship. In him, all would be filial 
(this then, father, thou hast willed: 
that with eyes henceforth fixed on him 
whom of thy love thou hast given us 
for a model of our sonship, we should 
allow ourselves to be gradually formed 
to the likeness of this beloved son) and 
so become true children of thine. 

How do we receive adoption? Through 
the son, become one of us, Although 
he took substantially but one sole hu- 
man nature—this particular body, this 
particular soul, with all its proper 
qualities—the divine Word came to ex- 
tend the benefits of his incarnation to 
all the human race. Through this sub- 
lime mystery a new humanity is to be 
formed; and it is to enter into an in- 
timacy with God unknown since Adam's 
transgression. 


The son came to associate with his 
filial life, bring to share in his filiation, 
all those souls who should be disposed 
to receive him; and so to give men 
power to become the sons of God. This 
is the great design of the father’s love. 
From all eternity he had an only son 
by nature. He has willed, out of 
purely gratuitous love, to possess sons 
by adoption. (Help me, O God, to grasp 
thy redemptive plan. It is summed in 
one word: 

“Thou hast willed to be our Father,” 
so that, in thine only Son, thou couldst 
love all thy sons by adoption.)—Ar- 
ranged from Meditations by Emile 
Guerry; Sheed and Ward. 


Good News for Man 

“The most alert and intrusive of re- 
porters,” wrote William Temple, “could 
never have hit upon that stable as the 
scene of a world-shaking event.” That 
God shoulc come to man in the rock- 
hewn cave of a Judean inn was an 
utter negation of all the expectations 
founded upon the idea of deity as 
power and immensity without love. But 
it was that way God came, and it hap- 
pened then and there as one of the 
world’s numberless births that night, 
and among the most obscure of them 
all. 

Only the Virgin Mother and the lit- 
tle circle of those who “looked for the 
consolation of Israel,” the shepherds, 
and later the Magi, can have believed 
that this birth meant more than the 
arrival of just another baby into the 
human scene. Yet thus was the good 
news sent from God, long anticipated 
by prophets and hoped for by per- 
plexed and baffled humanity of every 
age and race, however widely it has 
since been repudiated by pride that 
will not listen. Good news in bad times 
is always a challenge to men’s prej- 
udices, and is often mistaken for a de- 
lusion of wishful thinking. Many who 
blindly reject the Christmas Gospel pro- 
fess to know already so much about 
God that they assert that he cannot 
break into the world-process to deliver 
man, certainly not in the fashion of 
the Christmas story. Chesterton’s song 
of the wise men in “the icy air of god- 
less days” is right to the point: “To 
find a place where men can pray, the 
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way is all so very plain that we may 
lose the way.” 

The Bishop of Southwell, in his re- 
cent Recovery of Man, has shown that 
“the Gospel is anchored in events which 
occurred at one point in time and 
space.” It is story, history, record of 
fact, enacted here in our discordant 
earth; it happened and it carries its 
own unmistakable meaning. To @ 
Christian this objective character of 
the Gospel is a splendid commonplace. 
He needs little reminding where lies 
the source of his saving faith. Christ- 
mas dawns this year over a world of 
dangerous tensions and painful con- 
fusion, and in the midst of it the church 
sings the Christmas hymns, listens to 
the Christmas lessons, and prays the 
Christmas prayers. No earth-born 
dream, its faith is something of quite 
another kind than the charming and 
ever-welcome ebullition of kindly feel- 
ing which is the Christmas spirit. Un- 
like a Christmas tree, this faith has 
roots, roots which strike deep into the ~ 
soil of eternal truth. God has come to ~ 
man’s aid; he has entered into the 
world’s sin and suffering to bring light ~ 
into his darkness, knowledge to his ig- 
ncrance, power to his weakness. That 
is indeed good news about God, and 


| how can it fail to be also “good news 
| for man’’? 


Could anything be more relevant to 
the present world situation than God’s 


| provision for peace on earth through 


the message of Bethlehem? Men know 
this December day that they need 
something incomparably more funda- 
mental and far-seeing than fugitive ex- 
pressions of festal romanticism in 
cards of greeting and medieval Christ- 
mas carols, What man desperately 
needs is news that will restore the 
sense of purpose and meaning to life; 
news that will reconcile East and West 
by bringing both together to the feet 
of a recognized and confessed divine 
authority; news which is both the creed 
of a world-wide society and the clue to 
the solution of the stark problems of 
international politics. “So God loved 
the world.” The way to peace is the 
road to the manger. There is no other. 
—From Religion Through the Year; 
The Times Publishing Co., London. 


POETIC WINDOWS 


Christmas Carol 
Come worship the King, 
That little white thing, 

Asleep on His Mother’s soft breast. 
Ye bright stars, bow down, 
Weave for Him a crown, 

Christ Jesus by angels confessed. 


Come, children, and peep, 
But hush ye, and creep 
On tiptoe to where the Babe lies; 
Then whisper His name 
And lo! like a flame 
The glory light shines in His eyes. 
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Come, strong men, and see 
This high mystery, 
Tread firm where the shepherd’s have 


trod, 
And watch, ’mid the hair 
Of the Maiden so fair, 
The five little fingers of God. 


Come, old men and grey, 
The star leads the way, 
It halts, and your wanderings cease; 
Look down on His Face 
Then, filled with His Grace 
Depart ye, God’s servants, in Peace. 
—G. A. Studdert-Kennedy 
in Collected Poems 


The Guest 

Yet if His Majesty, our sovereign lord, 

Should of his own accord 

Friendly himself invite, 

And say “I'll be your guest tomorrow 
night.” 

How should we stir ourselves, call and 
command 

All hands to work! “Let no man idle 
stand.” 


“Set me fine Spanish tables in the hall; 

See they be fitted all; 

Let there be room to eat 

And orders taken that there want no 
meat. 

See every sconce and candlestick made 
bright, 

That without. tapers they may have 
light. 


“Look to the presence: are the carpets 
spread, 

The dazie o’er the head, 

The cushions - in the chairs, 
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And all the candles lighted on the 
stairs? 

Perfume the chambers, and in any case 

Let each man give attendance in his 
place!” 


Thus, if a king were coming, would we 


do; 
And ’twere good reason too; 
For ’tis a duteous thing 
To show all honour to an earthly king, 
And after all our travail and our cost, 
So he be pleased, to think no labor lost. 


But at the coming of the King of 
Heaven 

All’s set at six and seven; 

We wallow in our sin, 

Christ cannot find a chamber in the inn. 

We — Him always like a 
strang 

And, as z ink: still lodge Him in the 


manger. : 
—Unknown. 


Miracle of Christmas 

Life takes its toll along the passing 
years 

And fills the road with treasures left 
behind: 

The piercing eyes that flashed like 
burnished spears, 

The a compulsion of the youthful 


The poo of friends whose beating 
death has stilled, z 

The — of comrades who their love 
forge’ 

The word loyalties the years have 


chilled, 
The hopes discarded but remembered 
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| passion must come second. 
| clearly 
| deeply. The preacher lives in a worid 
which is tired—tired of struggling and 
| tired of trying. 
| secure from hunger, disease, hate, cold 
| and aggression—these elemental urges 
| which are reappearing in society. * * * 











Then comes a day with children’s 
merry songs 

And golden memories of a babe asleep: 

A new ns strong to right the human 
wro 

To aa an laughter who could only 
weep 

So Christmas brings its gift of ageless 
truth, 

A sparkling fountain of perpetual 
youth. 

—tLynn Harold Hough. 


SELECTED PROSE 
The Age of Preaching 

This is the age of preaching. The 
greatest single need of our time is for 
men who can interpret the nature and 
purpose of God to our blundering age, 
who can preach the gospel of redemp- 
tion unashamed, to bring hope to a 
frustrated, cynical world. Mankind 
wants to be redeemed from secularism 
which places having before being, from 
racialism which denies our oneness in 
God, from scientism which is more con- 
cerned with motion than direction, from 
intellectualism which smugly disavows 
the invisible and from existentialism 
which sees nothing beyond desolation. 

* * * The worthy prophet must be 
a man with conviction. He must think 
clearly. His feet must be planted upon 
a rcck which no storm can beat down; 
he must carry a light which no dark- 
ness can dim. He must be able to take 
his stand, saying, “This one thing I 
know.” This is no time for the min- 
ister to give ground to every whim and 
wind, or to accommodate himself to all 
manner of pressure groups. There has 
been too much indifference to and un- 
certainty about the truth once deliv-, 
ered to the saints. Perhaps that has 
become our greatest peril.— One finds 
too frequently a considerable incom- 
prehension of the meaning of the 
transcendence of God, the nature of 
man, the fact of sin and the ultimate 
goal of life. The minister cannot stand 
with his tongue in his cheek, leaning 
first on one foot, then on the other, 
apologizing for everything that is om- 
nipotent in God, divine in Christ and 


miraculous in his kingdom. 


~ co ~ 
If conviction comes first, then com- 
Thinking 
by feeling 


must be followed 


It wants to be made 


Believe me this blundering world is 
waiting for the sunrise of those men 
of God who see the sordid shambles, 
the pitiful disillusionments, the devas- 
tating injustice and the dreadful cyn- 
icism of the hour, not with callousness, 
but with compassion; not with indif- 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1949 





ference, but with concern. We need to- 
day a ministry which shall once again 
see the travail and tears, the dreadful 
intolerances and prejudices, the. shock- 
ing indignities, the muddled living and 
the appalling suffering in terms of com- 
passion.—Joseph R. Sizoo in Foreword 
to Best Sermons; Harper and Brothers. 


The Church and Money 


The modern Protestant church in our 
urban centers * * * is ineffective today 
in the work of social redemption. Usu- 
ally it has sided with the middle class 
and generally has supported the status 
quo philosophy. It has thrown the 
weight of its tremendous influence on 
the side of the strong and the powerful 
and it has left the weak to the mercy 
of the strong. Protestant churches in 
America can claim as members but a 
very small percentage of the ten mil- 
lion labor union members, for the sim- 
ple reason they do not feel at home 
in the churches. Many of the upper 
class “society” churches are gentle- 
men’s clubs and “gentlemen” usually do 
not associate with union workers. 


Protestantism has ignored almost 
completely the migrant and other thou- 
sands of workmen not protected by la- 
bor unions. The church has weakened 
its position with the masses at the very 


moment when the masses are becoming 
a power in the cities. * * * 

Often men of money, power, and in- 
fluence in the church have presumed 
to instruct ministers “to preach the 
gospel, and leave economics and polit- 
ics alone.” The minister who stuck to 
his guns in the face of such attitudes 
often found himself out of a job, or 
found his church boycotted, the funds 
to support its work cut off. Yet today 
whenever a minister has the courage 
to stand up to the crowd who desire 
to make the church into an arm of the 
power group, he generally gets the 
backing of the people. The minister 
who is unafraid often does get sup- 
port. And for every big gift of one 
thousand dollars that is cut off by the 
“power group” two thousand dollars 
may come to replace it from the people. 

The rich contribute only about eigh- 
teen per cent of all the money for reli- 
gion and philanthropy, while the com- 
mon people contribute about eighty-two 
per cent. * * * The money threat is one 
of the greatest menaces to the Chris- 
tian church in urban life.— D. R. 
Sharpe in Call to Christian Action. 


Love, Human and Divine 
There are five aspects of love by 
which the nature of man is uplifted and 
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fulfilled: The love o. man or woman 
for God; the love of man and woman 
for each other; the love of parents for 
children and of children for parents; 
the love of men and women for coun- 
try or community; and the love of men 
and women for excellence in some cre- 
ative activity, in art, in literature or 
philosophy. These are not five kinds 
or species which is given to ennoble 
men, but five aspects of love which is 
one, even when we think of it as flow- 
ing between God and man. In every 
little child lying in his mother’s bosom, 
there is something of the incarnation; 
the mystery of humanity becomes the 
revelation of heaven; and in such in- 
carnation of the divine love we can be- 
hold, born in every aspect of human 
love, the word become incarnate of 
him in whose will is our peace.—W. F. 
Lofthouse. 


BOOKISH BREVITIES 


Call to Christian Action by D. R. 
Sharpe, is a book to sting the con- 
science, illumine the understanding and 
give a ringing challenge to every hon- 
est Protestant in America. The sam- 
ple quotation which appears above will 
give the reader some idea how straight 
to the heart of Protestantism’s shame 

(Turn to page 67) 
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The Tap on the Shoulder’ 


A Biographical Sermon 


by Peter Marshall 


The untimely death of Peter Marshall, beloved pastor of the New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., has been 
sincerely mourned by millions of Americans. Here in this ser- 


mon he tells the story of his life. 


The indentations used are those 


of his manuscript arranged for easy reading. 


VERY MAN in public life 
E every speaker who takes the 
rostrum 
every preacher who mounts the pulpit 
has certain reticences. 


The modern preacher, particularly, 
hesitates to inject personalities into his 
preaching. 

He is reticent about using illustrations 
out of his own experience or that of his 
congregation. 


*From “Mr. Jones, Meet the Master,’’ a volume 
of sermons by Peter Marshall published by the 
Fleming H. Revell Company. It is used here by 
special permission. 


But the apostolic preachers and writers 
observed no such restraints. 

Their sermons were full of their own 
experiences. 


“What we have seen and heard, de- 
clare we unto you,” they said. 
They never tired of telling what the 
Lord had done for them... 

what they had been before... 

what they were now... 

and in the simple telling, there was 
power—sheer power. 


Lately, I have had a feeling of com- 
pulsion to tell my own story once again. 


I do not know why it was laid on my 
heart to tell it right now. 

I do not need to know. 

Nor do I need to offer any apology for 
doing so, for did not Christ say, “Go 
home and tell thy friends what great 
things the Lord hath done for thee.” 


In my story, Peter Marshall is not 
glorified, but the Lord. 

As a matter of fact, as I think back 
over the evidences of the Lord’s guid- 
ance in my own life, I feel ashamed 
that my faith is not a more radiant, 
contagious thing. 


His hand has very evidently been upon 
me, and I should be a better man be- 
cause of it. 

It is with prayer that what I have to 
say might, help others, and at the same 
time lead me to a more complete sur- 
render, that I tell you the experiences 
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Prayer 


Our Father in Heaven, give us 
the long view of our work and 
our world. 

Help us to see that it is better 
to fail in a cause that will ulti- 
mately succeed than to succeed in 
a cause that will ultimately fail. 

May Thy will be done here, and 
may Thy program be carried out, 
above party and personality, be- 
yond time and circumstance, for 
the good of America and the 
peace of the world. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Peter Marshall 











of a boy who was born within nine 
miles of the city of Glasgow, in the land 
of John Knox 
Walter Scott 
and Rabbie Burns. 


I never knew my father, as other boys 
know their father, for he died when I 
was four, leaving my mother with two 
children, my sister being only a few 
months old. 


Three years after my father’s death, I 
acquired a stepfather, and my boyhood 
was profoundly affected by this new 
relationship. 


I soon learned to fear my stepfather, 
for he was a jealous man with a vio- 
lent temper. 
It was worse when he had been drink- 
ing, for he was one of those who felt 
it necessary, for business reasons, to 
serve alcoholic beverages at home to 
business friends and associates. 
And yet I know that no business 
contract 
no order 

or commercial consideration can ever 

be worth 
the happiness of one’s home or the 
peace of one’s mind. 


I had few toys. 

Birthdays came and went unnoticed. 
We never had a Christmas tree. 

My mother’s relatives never visited us, 
fcr it was too unpleasant after they 
left. 


All references to my father or to my 
father’s family were forbidden. 

It was an unnatural situation, in which 
repressions were the rule. 


I was quite unhappy, and began at an 
early age to think about some escape. 


Like every British boy,-*the sea had a 
strong appeal 

On a still night one could hear the deep 
bassoon of ships’ sirens as they warped 
into the docks of Glasgow or slipped 
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down the Clyde for distant ports. 


I began to think of the sea and to dream 
of it. 

The books I read were tales of the sea. 
With pen and pencil, and later with 
water colors, 

I had sketched and scribbled, and al- 
ways it had been ships. 


How I longed to get off to sea... 

I realize now it was an escape I sought, 
romanticized in the glamor and the 
call of the sea. 


I had just turned fourteen when I ran 
off to join the Royal Navy. 

At that time the Navy signed boys at 
fifteen and nine months. 

I said farewell to my friends in high 


school and to my teachers, and the next | 
morning walked most of the way to the | 


naval recruiting station ten miles away. 


cause of my age. 

And then I very foolishly refused to go 
back to school, since I had told my 
friends I was off to sea. 


There was nothing left to do but to 
start working. 
I began as an office boy, and enrolled 
in night school to study mechanical en- 
gineering. 
I became a junior clerk 

and then a timekeeper. 


ant’s office. 


» and steel tube works. 

: I had six years of night school in tech- 
nical college, and now had three years’ 
practical engineering experience, oper- 
) ating machines of all kinds. 





Then came the climax of an intolerable 
Thome life in a harangue and a violent 
scene when my stepfather, under the 
influence of drink, gave me an ulti- 
matum to leave the house. 


How could I have known, at this time 
of severe crisis in my life, that even 
this would work out to the glory of God, 
and that in the years ahead there was 
to be a complete reconciliation with my 
stepfather? 


At the time I was earning chirty-eight 
shillings per weex, and the outlook was 
none too encouraging, for I had given 
my mother my pay envelope every pay 
day and had no money saved. 
I had no financial resources. 
My mother’s faith simple 
strong, and as I made plans to secure 
lodgings elsewhere, she said, 

“Dinna worry, son, the Lord will 

provide. - 

He’ll open up the way.” 


was and 





My career in the Navy was short-lived, | 
for my parents secured my release be- | 





For two years I worked in an account- | 


ss : ° | 
Then I became a machinist in an iron 
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Well do I remember the Monday morn- 
ing I left home with my overalls under 
my arm. 

That very morning, after I had been 
at my machine about two hours, I was 
summoned to the manager’s office and 
informed that I was promoted to be a 
foreman of a section in another part 
of the plant, at twice the salary I had. 


Thus, from the beginning, God was pro- 
viding for my material needs. 


That fall, a missionary returned from 
China and spoke in our church to ihe 
young people. 
He was not seeking money—but volun- 
teers for the mission field. 
I volunteered for foreign service. 

I was free. 

I had no responsibilities 

and [ was obeying some impulse io of- 
fer my life. 


As I lcok back upon it, I realize that 
it might have been the sort of thing 
youth loves to do, seeking glamorous 
adventure. 

Yet I was born only a few miles from 
Blantyre, the birthplace of David Liv- 
ingstone, and the story of that great 
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missionary had inspired me all through 
Sunday School. 


Then too, my own father had tried to 
go as a missionary, but for some reason 
had not been able to do so. 

Whatever the impulse, from that time 
on, I knew that my call was for whole- 
time Christian service. 


Correspondence with the London Mis- 
sionary Society revealed that I would 
have to go through the university and 
have years of training. 
Now, I had no money 
no family to support me 
no friends able to finance my edu- 
cation 
and no 
enough. 
So we reached an impasse. 
The Home Mission Board then per- 
suaded me to consider the ministry at 
home, but the same difficulties stood in 
the way. 


means of borrowing 


I had to continue working to support 
myself, and so they agreed that I 
should go on and begin studying at 
night, matriculating at Glasgew or 
Edinburgh University and save as much 
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as I could, with a view to entering the 
seminary the following year. 


It was a hard grind, and I found that 
my schooling and travel, books and the 
other expenses of college ate up all my 
savings. 


Meanwhile I had other troubles with 
my studies. It is not easy to work ten 
or twelve hours a day and go to school 
at night. 


I had trouble with French—and twice 
failed in my examinations. 

I was majoring in English, French, and 
mathematics, and suffice it to say that 
working hard, I was finding the going 
difficult. 


In the midst of my discouragement, a 
cousin, whom I had not seen for nine- 
teen years, came home from America 
on business. 


He sought me out and told me that it 
was my father who had helped him to 
emigrate to the United States. My cou- 
sin told me that his life had been re- 
markably like mine. 

He too had a stepfather, who made life 
miserable for them all. 

He too had been forced to leave home. 
He too had no resources, but my father 
had paid his steamship passage to this 
land of opportunity. 


Now he wanted to repay the debt he 
owed, and since it could not be paid to 
my father, he wanted to pay it to me, 
by offering to enable me to come to 
America. 


I told him I had no desire to go to 
America and informed him of my 
plans. 

He suggested that I could prepare my- 
self as well in America as in Scotland, 
and pointed out some elements of dif- 
ference that might make it easier. 


For example, he told me how it was 
possible in this country to work one’s 
way through school, 

and how willing people were to help 
young people with their education. 


Furthermore, the seminary course here 
was only three years as compared with 
four in Scotland, 

and then, too, there were so many more 
opportunities. 

It was an attractive picture. 

But I had no desire to come to America. 


However, I said I would pray about it | 


and let him know. 


I did pray about it, as earnestly as I 
could. 

I prayed for guidance, for the answer. 
Day after day, night after night, I 
thought about it and prayed about it, 
but no answer came. 
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The weeks passed, and I could not un- 
derstand why God did not give me a 
plain answer. 

I was impatient. 


Three weeks had gone by, and then one 
Sunday afternoon the answer came. 

I could never describe it to anyone how 
I knew, but there was no mistaking it. 
One moment I was walking along un- 
decided—and the next moment, I knew 
that it was God’s will for me to go to 
America. 


I don’t think I could describe it any 


more accurately. 
But those of you who have had expe- 
rience in prayer will understand. 


I had to wait a year and a half for a 
visa, and when finally I sailed, my cou- 
sin was still in Europe on business, and 
I stood alone watching the hills of 
Scotland sink into the Atlantic Ocean. 


I had no idea what lay before me, or 
how or where or when I would enter 
the ministry. 

That I was willing to leave to Him, 
who had led me thus far on my way. 


I prefer to say as little as possible 
about the first five months I spent in 
this country, in New Jersey. 
I worked hard for long hours. 
I dug ditches. 
I wielded spade and shovel. 
I was unemployed. 

I had three different jobs in five 
months, 
but no contact with any church, 
no indication of any possibility of 
achieving my ambition and following 
the call. 


Then came a letter from Birmingham, 
Alabama, offering me a position with a 
newspaper there. 
I felt, at once, that this might be the 
second step in my guidance. 
So I made it a matter of prayer. 
Should I go South? 
Was this the way into the ministry? 


Within a week I knew that it was. 
My prayers were answered definitely 
and without doubt. 

I borrowed money, and made my way 
to Birmingham. 

There I found friends. 


I met Dr. Trevor Mordecai of the First 
Presbyterian Church, to whom I owe 
more than I shall ever be able to repay. 
The first time he saw me, he felt that 
there was a deep significance in our 
meeting, and that somehow it was laid 
upon him to help me. 


He knew, before I told him, that I 
sought to enter the ministry, and he 
promised to help. 

The events of the next few weeks were 
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THE STRONGEST, 


so amazing and so exciting, that I know 
it sounds almost unbelievable. 


Within the space of a few short weeks, 
I had joined the First Presbyterian 
Church 
had been recommended by the Ses- 
sion as a candidate for the gospel 
ministry, 
had spoken at prayer meeting, 
had been elected president of the 
young people’s league, 
had become interested in the 
Boy Scouts of that church, 
and had been asked to become the 
teacher of the Men’s Bible Class. 


All of this took only a few short weeks. 
It was agreed, however, that since the 
seminaries were already in session, it 
would be well for me to wait until the 
fcllowing year, since I could use the 
time to become acclimated 
to make friends 
and to gain some valuable expe- 
rience. 
It was a happy and a busy year. 
My salary with the newspaper was 
very small, and I was unable to save 
anything. 
When the time came around for me 
to enter the seminary, some of my 


HANDIEST FOLDING TABLE MADE! 


friends were quite concerned about how 


my theological education could possibly 
be financed, since I still had no money. 


Under the spell of all the wonderful 
things that had already happened to 
me, I believed implicitly that a way 
would be provided, although I could 
not imagine how. 


Call it naive if you will, I believed the 
Lord would provide a way... 
and so he did. 


Just before I left for seminary, the 
Men’s Bible Class assured me of their 
interest in my going, and that they 
would follow me through with their 
prayers. 


Understanding the difficulties I might 
encounter in seminary and in order that 
I could devote myself wholly to my 
preparation, they pledged themselves 
to send me a specified sum every month 
while I was in seminary. 


This they did for two years. 

Since I supplied a church in my sen- 
ior year, I was able to graduate with- 
out debt, save that obligation to the 
Men’s Bible Class of the Old First 
Church, which I can never repay. 
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My experience with God’s guidance did 
not end there, for in each of my first 
two pastorates in Georgia, I had clear 
and unmistakable indications as to 
where the Lord wanted me to go. 


The historic old New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington 
then called me, and I prayed about the 
matter for two or three weeks. 

I simply could not feel that it was 
God’s will for me to come, and so I de- 
clined the call. 


Eight months later, the second call ar- 
rived, but this time there were factors 
that made it clear that it was the will 
of God. 

I accepted the call for that reason. 

I did not want to leave Atlanta. 

I was very happy there, and from every 
human consideration I wanted to stay. 


I came to Washington believing sin- 
cerely that that was God’s will for me, 
that he had specific work here that he 
wanted me to do. 

Such has been the case. 


During the years in Washington, I have 
received honors upon honors, all of 
which have been undeserved and far 
beyond my fondest dreams. 


And out of profound gratitude for my 
adopted country, I can only say that 
I would like in this land to live and die, 
and while I live to help other people as 
much as possible, believing that only 
in service to other people can I pos- 
sibly express my gratitude for all that 
America has done for me. 


For the tap on the shoulder that called 
me to the ministry came to me, and 
this is the call that brooks no refusal 
the call that we cannot ignore, the 
call that brings us to heel—to fall ador- 
ing and wondering at the feet of Christ. 


Now if you were walking down the 

street, and someone came up behind 

you and tapped you on the shoulder 
. what would you do? 


Naturally, you would turn around. 


Well, that is exactly what happens in 
the spiritual world. 


A man walks on through life—with the 
external call ringing in his ears but 
with no response stirring in his heart, 
and then suddenly, without any warn- 
ing, the Spirit taps him on the shoulder. 


What happens? He turns round 

The word “repentance” means “turning 
round.” 

He repents and believes and is saved. 
The “tap on the shoulder” is the al- 
mighty power of God acting without 
help or hindrance upcn an elect fallen 
sinner, so as to produce a new creature, 
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and to lead him into the particular 
work which God has for him. 





God : alls men to preach. 


How did preaching arise in the first 
place? By what right does a man stand 
before his fellows, Bible in hand, and 
claim their attention? 

Not because he is better than they 
ares: 

Not because he has attended a theolog- 
ical seminary and studied Hebrew... 
Greek ... and theology. 


But primarily because he is obeying a 
“tap on the shoulder.” 

Because God has whispered him in the 
ear 

and conscripted him for the glorious 
company of those voices crying in the 
wilderness of life. 


The preacher is conscious of being 
called, as we say, and that means that 
he is responding to an inward urge that 
could not be resisted ... 

an urge that grew out of a providen- 
tial arrangement of his life and his 
circumstances to the great end that he 
should become an ambassador of the 
Chief—-an urge that grew into a con- 
viction that only by obeying could he 
ever find that joy and satisfaction of 
a life lived according to the plan of 
God. 





God brought Moses from minding the © 
sheep... 

He took Amos from the herds of Te- 
kO8G 50: 

He beckoned Peter, James, and John 
from the fishing boats and their 
nets... 

And called Livingstone from the mill 
in Blantyre, Scotland. 

He called Carey from his cobbler’s 
bench ... 

He claimed Moody from the shoe store. 


From the mills, the factory, and the 
farm they come. . 

From the ranks of mediocrity, or the 
gutters of sin He calls them 
changes them... and makes them His 
messengers. 


Such was my tap on the shoulder. 
The power of the gospel has not less- 
ened with the passing of the years, but 
has a new significance in this 
poignantly questioning age, which skep- 
tical of itself, 
of human nature 
of democracy 
skeptical of everything 
will yet believe in an old, old story 
when it is, by the spirit of the living 
God, applied to the hearts of men and 
women. 
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"Tm No Poet, But...” 


The Story of An Effective Ministry Through Verse 


by Mullard M. GHford 


T was a kiss from his mother, we are 

told, that made Benjamin West a 

painter. I think we can all under- 
stand what this appreciation meant 
to a sensitive boy, who was hungry for 
recognition. For deep down all of us 
want to be appreciated, to mean some- 
thing to people whose friendship and 
judgment we cherish. A. sincere word 
of appreciation for work well done, or 
attempted, is an unsurpassed way of 
releasing creative ability within the 
most mediocre individuals. 

I’m quite aware that my poetry is 
vastly inferior to many writers, whose 
words have sung their way into our 
minds. I just want to testify that 
genuine appreciation for a simple poem 
I had written, prompted me to explore 
further the possibilities of poetry in 
my pastoral work. My gratitude for 
the word of appreciation was expressed 
in this little poem, entitled “Profes- 
sion.” 


When first I began to work, 
It was a weekly chore, 

I saw no flying cherubim, 
Just work and nothing more. 


Now I’ve a presence in my room, 

Monotony is broken, 

Angels often peer my way, 

To hear what’s being spoken. 

Anyone can see that this is not 
great poetry, but it did this much for 
me—it made me realize that there were 
to be more growing pains in the liter- 
ary realm. Since that time, the poetry 
I have produced, has provided pleasure 
for my friends and has greatly stimu- 
lated my interest in everything beau- 


ma | tiful. 


Not long ago, a six-year-old child 
went to the hospital with a serious ill- 


sl ness, which kept her there for weeks. 


Every time I went to see her I took 


| along a children’s poem, of which the 
| following is a sample: 


NIGHT NURSE 
The quiet nights we used to spend, 
Remember, Mother dear? 
My goodness, what a noise outside, 
I wish that you were here! 


| The windows shook with all their might, 
| A pan crashed in the hall, 

| And as my heart jumped with delight, 
| I heard a patient fall! 


| I jumped from bed the fun to seek, 


*Minister, First Reformed Church, Passaic, New 
Jersey. 


I thought it was a riot, 
But before I could even peek, 
Nursy yelled, “be quiet!” 

These offerings were looked forward 
to with great interest by my precocious 
little friend and I know my joy was as 
great as her own, as I heard her merry 
laughter. 

Or you have taken for a ride some 
friends who have very difficult prob- 
lems to solve. The beauty of the land- 
scape uplifts them and they return 
home, refreshed and better able to face 
life and its tragedies. A poem like this 
is often cherished as a memento of 
your interest and friendship. 

SILVER 
“The colors are gone,” the people said, 
But they weren’t gone for me, 
I could have gazed forever 
At the restful, silver sea. 


The carmine of the oak is gone, 
The maple’s chrome has died, 
Now birches steal upon my sight, 
In all their silver pride. 


The spruce trees are greener now, 
The lake a deeper blue, 

A stroke of our God’s downy brush 
Makes me love silver too. 


One day I received word that a young 
man, on the threshold of a useful ca- 
reer, had dropped dead. His people 
were my dear friends. They were pros- 
trated with grief. Desiring to lessen 
as much as possible the anguish of that 
bitter sorrow, struggling prayerfully 
for expression, this poem “Consolation” 
came to birth. 

I believe! 

It is not death, but life,— 
To find our tired, weary hands 
Clasped by a God who understands. 


I believe! 

It is not death, but life,— 
To open heavy, drooping eyes | 
Upon Christ’s face in glad surprise. 


I believe! ; 
It is not death, but life,— 
To hear our partial, mortal song 
Sung by a whole, immortal throng. 
Perhaps you may be having difficulty 
with a certain Bible passage, which 
does not readily yield its riches of 
meaning. Say, for example, you have 
been studying I Kings 19 and you have 
read once more about “the still small 
voice,” which Moffatt calls “the breath 
of a light whisper.” Trying to get a new 


slant on this beautiful passage, you 





* 
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write a scriptural reconstruction, which 
emerges like this— 


The Breath of a Light Whisper 
Changing Nature greets our change- 
less souls 
Tempting them to various courses of 
action: 


There is the mood of rushing wind 

When souls turn towards that which is 
loud 

And noisy and blatant and thunderous, 

When old moorings are dislodged 

And the waiting abyss claims the un- 


wary, 
The way of lurking agony and death. 


There is the mood of earthquake vio- 
lence, 

When we treat ail with iconoclastic 
mood, 

Shocking our fellows by the violence 

And impact of shuddering ideas, 

Breaking loose from the ancient land- 
marks— 

—— the gap between goodness and 
evil. 


There is the mood of fiery vehemence 

When we wish we were sulphur torches 

Blazing a trail into the ashes of con- 
science, 

Burning away ancient dross and debris, 

Making a Gomorrah funeral pyre in 
hate, 

Or a Sodom conflagration in bitterness. 


The breath of a light whisper is God’s 
mood, 

Recalling the soul to its former gran- 
deur, 

Stressing the permanency of airy love- 
liness, 

Brewing glorious victory in dark de- 
feat, 

Cooling the feverish brow, giving the 


grip fe) 
For undaunted hands to win a shining 
victory! 


And lo, you have a new approach to 
your sermon and have permanently in- | 
scribed upon your memory, one of the 
truly great literary masterpieces of the | 


Old Testament. 

Or suppose that your Children’s Day 
Service has become too stereotyped. 
You want to add some variety, spon- 
taneity and freshness, to the program. 
You can capture the interest of the 
children, yea, even of the adults, with 
a poem like this, which helps them 


remember always the basic framework | 


of Christian theology: 


Making Religion Simple for Children 
CHRISTMAS: 
I am the day of mystery, 
Of mother love and baby’s cry, 
Alleieuia! 


BAPTISM: 
I am the day God’s Voice was heard, 
When wings of pigeons softly whirred, 
Alleieuia! 


PALM SUNDAY: 
I am the day when Peace was 
preached, 
And children for palm _ branches 
reached, 
Alleleuia! 
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HOLY THURSDAY: 
I am the day when bread was broken, 
And wine of blood became the token. 
Alleieuia! 


| GOOD FRIDAY: 
I am the day when on a tree, 
| My Jesus died for you and me! 
Alleieuia! 


EASTER: 
I am the day which conquered grief 
And brought to weeping eyes relief. 
Alleieuia! 


ASCENSION: 
I am the day when Jesus left, 
When gazing men felt most bereft. 
Alleleuia! 


PENTECOST: 
I am the day of mighty power, 
When Peter’s preaching came to 
flower. 
Alleieuia! 


SECOND COMING: 
I am the day when Christ shall come 
To claim our spirits for His home. 
Alleleuia! 





If you have a good junior choir, you 
may use their talents by singing an 
“Alleleuia,” after every six lines. The 
one to the tune of Sarum from “For All 


| the Saints Who From Their Labors 
| Rest,” would do very well. You could 
| also combine this with scripture read- 


ing and pageantry. And the day takes 
on new meaning! 

Finally, because you are so grateful 
to God for all his blessings, you decide 


| to ask your minister of music to com- 


pose an original anthem of praise in a 


| service which is to be entitled “Where 


Old and New Meet.’”’ The minister’s 
part is to compose several hymns, which 
can be used for the occasion. One day 
there sings its way into your mind a 
hymn which begins, “O Holy God, 
Whose Voice Still Frames,” 


O Holy God, whose voice still frames 





The sky and mighty deep, 
Create in us a single heart, 


That we Thy laws may keep. 


O Holy Christ, whose wounds still bleed, 


| Because of strife and din 


Forgive and grant real amity 
That love may conquer sin. 


O Holy Ghost, whose light still shines 
With inner, cleansing power, 

Create in us the will to pray, 

That we may match this hour. 


| Brave holy men we then will be, 

| Fit for Thy chastening rod, 

| Grateful for One who helps us seek, 
| The kingdom of our God! 


And there comes to people whose tra- 
| ditions are very precious, a sense of 
gratitude to God, who is always “mak- 

ing things new,” that we in our genera- 

| tion are using all our talents, however 

| mediocre, to praise God for his “un- 
searchable riches” in Christ Jesus. 
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Vignettes of An Ecclesiastical Rebel 


It Looked Like Murder 


by Wiliam Sd, Leach 


N THIS story the ministerial rebel 
plays a very small part. It is rather 
the story of the son who is writing 

the series. The income of the preacher 
has never been great. His boys and 
girls have usually sought, at an early 
age, to supplement the family earnings. 
It is hard for me to decide just when 
I first worked for profit. I think it 
must have been in Cuba, New York 
where father was the pastor of the 
First Methodist Church. 

There was an estate east of town 
where lived an aged widow. She usually 
hired a boy to mow her lawn, milk her 
cow, clean the spring and once a week 
to flush the out-door privy. This was 
a rather unique task. An artesian 
spring filled a pool with water. Once a 
week the plug was filled and many 
gallons of water did their worth. I 
think it may have been the only system 
of its kind in the world. And I think 
it may have been the only water flushed 
toilet in the village at the time. For 
this employment before school in the 
morning and after school at night I 
received the sum of five dollars per 
month. 

Later in another parish which lay in 
the state of Pennsylvania I found more 
remunerative work. In those days all 
male citizens of Pennsylvania must pay 
a road tax. It consisted of two days 
work on the highways of the county. 
Many of the men felt they did not have 
time to work on the road so they were 
permitted to hire a substitute. The road 
commissioner was not too particular as 
to the ability of the substitute. So 
when I was fourteen years old it was 
a comparatively easy matter to per- 
suade taxpayers to pay me and my 
pals one dollar a day to work out the 
road tax. The work consisted of follow- 
ing the horses, picking up stones and 
throwing them on to the wagon. At 
times we drove the horses or held the 
plow as it turned up the soil for a 
drainage ditch. Nobody worked too 
hard and there was plenty of time for 
thought. 

Some time later than this I got a real 
job. I became apprenticed to a phar- 
macist to learn that profession. I was 
of high school age; the village was Bel- 
mont, New York. I think I got three 
dollars a week for time after school 
and evening. For this I cleaned the 
floors and windows, waited on custom- 


ers and did some laboratory experi- 


mentation on my own. I recall mixing | 
sulphur and salt peter to make gun | 
The mixture convinced me it | 


powder. 
was possible. 


The drug store of those days was 


quite a different institution from the 
ones we patronize today. We were 
just beginning to have packaged goods. 
Most of the standard liquids were 
measured as they were sold. 

There must have been some rule about 
the handling of these drugs but when 
the druggist employer was away I felt 
perfectly competent to measure and 
sell everything in the place. 

Many of the drugs came in concen- 








trated form and were diluted for the 
retail trade. That is important in this | 
story. For one day while alone in the | 


store I had a customer. 
pint of Spirits of Nitre. It was the first 
time I had had an occasion to sell 
this item but I was familiar with the 
big bottle on the shelf and made short 


He wanted a | 


work, of measuring out a pint and tak- 


ing the money. 


When my employer came back he 
asked about business and I recounted | 


the various sales. 
the nitre he got excited. 


When I told about | 


“Where did you get it?” he asked. | 


“Out of that big bottle,” I said, 


pointing toward the shelf. 


“Some one will get their stomach | 


burned out,” 

that the commercial article was in the 

smaller bottle behind the larger one. 
“Who bought it?” 


he said as he explained | 


The long and short of it was that I | 


must find out who bought the nitre, 
contact him and hope that I could get 


hold of it before it was used. He im- | 


pressed upon me the danger involved. 
Inquiries from some who had been in 
the store were successful in getting 
the name of the man and his address. 
It was a few rods outside the village 
limits. I hopped onto my bicycle and 
rushed to his house. In my pocket I had 
a bottle of the commercial article to 
substitute for the concentrated form 
which he had taken. 


The farm house was a large square | 
house so common in the rural areas at | 


the time. 

into the walk leading to the house I 

stopped with terror. 

crepe was hanging on the front door. 
(Turn to next page) 


But when I turned my bike | 


The undertaker’s | 
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Kirkridge 


A Pennsylvania Retreat for Christians 
Seeking Strength 


by Harry M inaeal * 


IGH on a mountain side in East- 

ern Pennsylvania there is a re- 

treat where ministers and lay- 
men go apart from the world for three 
or four days and in silent contempla- 
tion find a renewal of their spiritual 
strength and poise. This place of spir- 
itual renewal was founded some years 
ago by Christian men who felt the need 
of a spiritual fellowship reaching 


| across denominational lines. Very likely 


they were moved by the example of the 
Iona Community in Scotland where for 
several years Christian ministers and 
laymen have gathered on an isolated 
island off the coast of Scotland in the 
summer months to seek spiritual re- 
newal in labor on the rebuilding of a 
ruined abbey and in spiritual devotion 
and discipline. 

Kirkridge, as the American retreat 


| is called, is simple and unadorned. An 
| old farm house is roughly furnished 
| and with two out-cabins wiil accommo- 
| date about twenty persons at a time. 


*Minister, The Methodist Church, Owego, New 
York. 


Vignettes of an Ecclesiastical Rebel 
(From page 53) 

A train was passing on the Erie rail- 

road at the time. It was not going very 

fast. My first impulse was to jump it 


| getting away from that house and that 
| community as quickly as possible. But 
| a sense of responsibility took hold of 
| me. I evaded that front door and went 
| around the back. Coming from the barn 
| was the man who had purchased the 
| nitre. 


My tongue was frozen in my mouth. 


| It was hard to speak. But I did manage 
| to tell him why I came and offered him 
| the bottle I had brought with me. 


“T will take it,” he said. “But I don’t 


| think the other would hurt those horses. 
| They are tough.” 


He explained, “I 
bought it for the horses.” 

There was relief. I can feel it now 
forty-five years after the event. I even 
got up enough courage to ask who was 
dead. He explained that the body of 
his wife’s sister had just been brought 
home for burial. 

“T have been so busy making arrange- 
ments for the burial that I had not 
treated the horses,” he explained. 

I could very easily bring my father 


A rich library of devotional books has 
been gathered. Just a short distance 
away on the crest of the mountain is 
a hewn stone, glass enclosed retreat 
house from which there is in all direc- 
tions a breath-taking view of thirty 
miles of mountain grandeur. 

Here the Kirkridge Fellowship makes 
its retreats. Here gather from five 
to twenty seekers at a time. There is 
no radio and no newspapers. They 
deliberately leave the rush of the world 
for a few days to face themselves and 
God; to regain their spiritual poise 
and power. The work of serving meals 
and housekeeping is assigned to mem- 
bers of the group. Only the actual 
cooking is done by one from outside the 
group. The food is cheap, plain, and 
nourishing. 

Silence is a feature of the Kirkridge 
Discipline. From the close of the eve- 
ning worship at 9:15 p.m. until the 
close of the morning worship at 8:30 
a.m. absclute silence is maintained. It 
is amazing how refreshing this silence 
is after the rush and confusion of a 


into this story by simply telling 


that I went home a very much disci- 
plined offspring and recount the good 
advice I received from him. That would 
make this truly a part of the series on 
the ecclesiastical rebel. But I must tell 
the truth. I never told either parent 
about this experience. But don’t think 
that I did not remember it. 

Years later I used it as a basis for a 
short story published in a national 
magazine. Only in the story the boy 
jumped the freight train and went 
away from home. For years he carried 
the weights of guilt on his conscience. 
It was not until many years after that 
he returned to the home town and 
found that his weight of sin was en- 
tirely in the imagination. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, ac- 
cording as one may look at it I soon 
decided that I did not want to be a 
pharmacist. I soon graduated from 
high school and then—on to college. 
Perhaps, if this embarrassing experi- 
ence had not taken place I would have 
followed that profession and some one 
else would have thought of Church 
Management and be, today, filling the 
editorial chair. 
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busy life. It gives time to look within 
and to reorient one’s life. 

Retreats at Kirkridge differ accord- 
ing to the interests of the groups but 
all practice the silence and all engage 
in manual labor for three hours each 
forenoon. This manual labor breaks 
down all barriers, welds the group to- 
gether, and opens new spiritual vistas. 
It is amazing how eagerly one comes 
into the discussion group after twelve 
hours of silence and the three hours of 
manual labor. 

The early afternoons are free for 
reading, meditation, or quiet conversa- 
tion. Usually at 4 p.m., after tea, 
there is a period of solid discussion on 





important themes planned in advance, 
and often with a resource person of | 


outstanding ability. 


After a late din- | 


ner the groups usually go to the moun- | 
tain top for meditation and then the | 


evening worship followed by silence, 


reading, or meditation, and then to bed. | 
It is astonishing how one comes away | 


from three or four days at a Kirkridge 


Retreat with a new poise and power 


within. 


A typical retreat held during the past 


summer included seven persons, none 
of whom had ever met before. The 
leader was a young college professor. 
There was the assistant pastor of one 
of the great churches of the Middle 
West, the pastor of a church in a small 
industrial city in Ohio, the pastor of a 
church in an eastern county seat town, 
a senior in a theological seminary, a 
quaker layman, and a prominent econ- 
omist from England. During the work 
periods, there was 
clean-up work, and gardening., 





fence building, | 
The | 


noon discussions were on the “Grace | 
of God” and the use of the Kirkridge | 


Discipline through the year. 


The late | 


afternoon discussions were led by the | 


English economist and dealt with the 
Christian way of life in a world order 
in a period of break-up and readjust- 
ment. Every member of the retreat 
testified to the great help and inspira- 


tion received. The fact that four dif- | 


ferent denominations were represented 
was stimulating and broadening. 

But Kirkridge is not just a retreat 
house. It is a continuing fellowship of 
those who accept and try to live by a 
discipline. It is made up of people who 
live by a rule. The rule is discussed 
and revised each year. At present it 
consists of an obligation to spend at 
least one-half hour in personal devo- 
tions each day before noon. There is 
a lectionary of Bible readings to ke read 


each day with the rather unusual fea- | 


ture that the same passage is reread 
each day for two weeks. There is also 
a hymn suggested for each month for 
daily use. 

(Turn to page 57) 


Every Kirkridge member is | 
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The Story, never before told, of how a 
little field mouse helps prepare the 
manger for the birth of our Savior. 


A charming cartoon with an entirely new ap- 
proach to the Christmas Story—a reverent pres- 
entation as told by the Littlest Camel. Children 
love it — grown-ups enjoy it. 
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MAKE MONEY 


for Your Church Class 
or Club 


Sell our marvelous new OVEN MAID dis- 
posable oven liners. A brand new scien- 
tific product that every housewife needs 
and wants. OVEN MAID protects ovens 
from drips and boilovers. Keeps your 
oven spic and span without hard work. 
OVEN MAID can be used in any type 
oven. You will be amazed at your sales 
volume even in small communities. Un- 
solicited repeat orders will add to your 
profits as they have for so many others. 
Inexpensive, attractively packaged and 
useful. Generous discounts. Write today 
for full information—Northup Products 
Co., Dept. 3, 615 Chestnut, Mishawaka, 


OVEN MAID 
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The Roots of Preaching 


Suggestions for Creative Preaching 


by Maro F. Cam 


STILL SEEKING SOURCES OF helpful preaching we 
turn to the idea of outlines for study. Of course, we 
weary of stereotyped outlines for sermons—introduction, 
three points and summary. That shouldn’t deflect our 
determination to take various fields of study and outline 
them. The life of Christ, for instance. Without any book 
or Bible near write an outline of the life of the Master. 
Now take another one of his teachings. 


See! 








REGARDING OUR READING 
Any outline of study would include 
bibliographies. A comparison of bibli- 
ographies shows certain recommenda- 


| tions repeated. Consider the following 


five bibliographies plus some from the 
backs of the books you appreciate con- 
cerning the life of Christ. Does it seem 
that some authors are quoted and 
trusted on certain phases of the Mas- 
ter’s life? Is someone pre-eminent in 
portraying His mission? Is another 
particularly helpful in making you 
understand His sacrifice? 

It takes ten pages to give the refer- 


| ences in The Quest for the Historical 


Jesus* by Schweitzer. Here we will 
find the old and scholarly references. 

Jump to 1937 and The Peril of Mod- 
ernizing Jesus** by Henry J. Cadbury. 
Sixteen pages of notes give many refer- 
ences and some reasons for them. Did 
any of Schweitzer’s authorities win a 
place on this team? 

A Portrait of Jesust by Sherwood 
Eddy gives his bibliography with the 
more important recent books starred. 
If any of Schweitzer’s and Cadbury’s 
helpers are still with us why is it? 
What is it about the Master which 
breaks through all of these books? 
Does it seem most significant to us? 

The Human Life of Jesust by John 
Erskine was published in 1945 and is 
quite different. Who spoke to him? 
After the last chapter of the book 
proper is a chapter titled “Bibliogra- 
phy” and he explains his sources. 

And now comes The Man from Naza- 
reth§ by Dr. Fosdick. Two of the books 
we have mentioned are in his selected 
bibliography. Just by studying the out- 
lines of these books one can see what 
parts parallel and thus we are on the 
track of the meaningful, the suggestive 

*The Macmillan Company. 

**The Macmillan Company. 

*Association Press 


tWilliam Morrow and Company. 
$Harper and Brothers. 


and the appealing. It is the kind of out- 
lining which sets us going with our 
own sermons, 


IN A MANNER OF SPEAKING 

Did you ever see in some old manu- 
script the quaint and wistful instruc- 
tion, “wait for applause?” It smacks 
of the same attitude toward public 
speaking which spent much time on 
gestures. It isn’t quite as bothersome 
when the same words come in the 
stories reporting a speech. The Con- 
gressional Record inserts now and then 
the happy findings for the orators — 
“applause, laughter.” 

Speakers today do not want to be 
caught waiting for a response. They 
hurry on. Sometimes their continuous 
flow of words gives them little time 
for content. Production is the thing. 

Another way to fill in gaps so the 
audience will not have to respond: or 
show alertness, appreciation and en- 
couragement is to say “ah” till the 
next idea comes. The large number of 
frank and helpful wives and children 
in ministers’ homes precludes _ this 
method. 

Speed of diction, honest hesitation, 
decision about how to deal with the 
audience come from sincerity, careful 
preparation and genuine humility. 
Technique alone will not get away from 
the “ahs” and the artificiality. 


WALKING WITH THE GREAT 

Lord Shaftesbury and Social - Indus- 
trial Progress* by J. Wesley Bready 
was the result of more years of care- 
ful research than most any biography 
of modern days. The foreword is by 
the late Sir Josiah Stamp. First pub- 
lished in 1926, there have been several 
impressions and editions since. 

Sir Josiah Stamp speaks of the 
proved success and acceptance of this 
scholarly book, its power and complete- 


*London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1949 


ness. He also mentions the dignity and 
greatness of the subject. 

If this book is not available let this 
note be a summons to look for another 
on Lord Shaftesbury. He is a whole 
world of inspiration and instruction. 


PREACHING FOR THE 
WHOLE YEAR 

Some preachers think of their year 
as beginning in September. Others 
start with the Christian year. All of 
us perhaps bow to the calendar when 
we pray about our pulpit offerings for 
the year. What will we accomplish? 

When we think of the roots of preach- 
ing, the sources, perhaps we had better 
make sure again that wo do two things: 
pray more about our preaching and 
plan to pray creatively, trustingly and 
expectantly; and consult more with our 
people for sources. 

There aren’t very satisfying ways of 
measuring the effectiveness of a ser- 
mon. There are two things we can do 
to measure our sincerity of approach. 
We can actually ask God, “Is this the 
way I should travel? Is what I am 
doing important and is it giving to 
Thy Glory?” 

And then we can pick carefully those 
with whom we would talk about what 
bothers them, what do they yearn to 
know and hear, what helps them? Not 
with an idea of making them sermon 
tasters in a frothy way, but as fellow 
seekers after the truth. What can we 
find and impart which they haven’t the 
time and skill to find for themselves? 


A BASIC IDEA 

Lord Shaftesbury said, “I think I may 
say that of all the men we meet with, 
nine parts in ten are what they are, 
good or evil, useful or not, by their 
education.” 

Education includes schools, worship 
services, talk around the breakfast 
table and the funnies. 


generation, Howard Thurman. Over a 
period of twenty years I have heard 
this brilliant minister speak at youth 
groups and preachers’ conventions. 
Time in and time out he gives us a 
message with a haunting power. 

This book asks why Christianity 
seems impotent to deal radically, and 
therefore effectively, with the issues of 
discrimination and injustice on the 
basis of race, religion and nationa! 
origin. 

His illustrations from his own experi- 
ences, his grandmother who had been a 
slave, and his mother, and his own 
world-wide travels, are worth the time 
to study the book. But the thesis as 
shown in the title is even more worth- 
while. 


Kirkridge 
(From page 55) 

expected to tithe scrupulously. One of 
the most valuable parts of the Discip- 
line is a monthly retreat alone for at 
least six hours which is done in units 
of not less than two hours each. The 
members of the Fellowship testify to 
the great spiritual help that they re- 
ceive from thus going aside for prayer 
and meditation throughout the year. 

Rules are easy things to break and 


Barnes’ Notes 
on the New Testament 


World's Favorite Commentary for the 
Christian Layman, Sunday School Teacher, 
Mission Worker, Pastor, and 
all Students of the Bible. 


57 


Kirkridge follows the helpful custom 
of having a written report of the ob- 
servance of the Discipline sent in each 
quarter. Sometimes when one is tempt- 
ed to neglect his duties as prescribed 
in the rule the fact that he will have 
to report a failure keeps him from 
slipping. 

No member of the Kirkridge Fellow- 
ship thinks that there is any salvation 
in a discipline or rule, but they also 
realize that Protestant liberty often be- 
comes Protestant neglect. They are 
convinced of the value of a veal spir- 
ijtual retreat, of devotional exercises 
regularly performed, and of Christian 
obligations accepted and carried out 
regularly and not by whim. It is their 
hope that other such groups will be 
formed and that through them the 
spiritual life and effectiveness of ihe 
church will be quickened. 


KEEP YOUR PASTOR INFORMED 
Pew cards for use by members 
of the congregation help direct 
the activities of the pastor. 
80c per 100 
Sample on Request 


Church Management, Inc. 
1900 Euclid Ave. Cleveland 15, Ohio 








11 VOLUMES 
Complete Set $33.50 


Send $3.50 with order, and $3.00 each 
month until payment is complete. 


CONVENIENT PURCHASE eo, Volumes may also be ordered individually, 


We have to ask ourselves how much 
education comes through our sermons. | 
The felicity of expression, the temper, 
the thought patterns, the yearning 
back of them and the spirit of the 
congregation are part of the sermons. 
And in some of these realms we just 
have to offer the best we have and j 
leave the rest to the Almighty. 

And then again there is a chance to i cheaked as they are tented. 
put some solid stuff into our sermons; os __ Enclosed 
facts, interpretations and information J December. Job I. 363 Pages 

j 
i 


at $3.00 per volume, except $3.50 
for Revelation. 
(eae eee ee ek ee SE Ge Pee em SRS em es tema te 
(€) Please send me a complete set of Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament (11 _—— 
CN 


Se C0 Send C.O.D. (0 Charge my Account 
C I have enclosed $3.50 and will send $3.00 per month until payment is complete. 


C) Please send me the volume of Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament which I have 


0 Send C.O.D. (0 Charge my Account 
May. Isaich I. 509 Pages 
June. Isaiah II. 446 Pages 
July. Daniel I. 324 Pages. 
August. Daniel II. 308 Pages 


which people should have. How would Fehon, Vem t ho ge 
it be if we took the list of Sundays for March. Psalms II. 448 Pages 
the year and tried to write after each ps oj oniptony es haccthng Slee 
one just what piece of needed informa- 

tion was imparted each Sunday. 
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THE PASTOR'S WIFE 


A Department for the Mistress of the Manse 


Edited by Wes. Poyce Engel 


This department offers a forum for discussion of the social, 
family and religious opportunities of the minister’s 


wife. 


Mrs. Engel 


Correspondence invited. 





Those Sunday Guests 


Even Though They Were Irregular in Church Attendance, 
They Like to Make a Visit to the Ex-Preacher - - On Sunday 


by Ethel Morse 


AM a minister’s wife. Most of the 
time I like my job. A career in the 
movies would be a bleak substitute. 
first assistant to a hard working 
shepherd, besides looking after a fam- 
ily while also running hither and else- 


| where, it is necessary to soothe cer- 
| tain ewes of the fold, 
| truding nerves and protesting feelings; 
| to round up young lambs, with itching, 


with their pro- 


unguided feet; to listen while filmy ex- 
cuses for not attending church are re- 
counted with an air of verisimilitude: 
in short to be long in patience and 
good works. 

the 


Furthermore, helping to keep 


| entire flock moving toward the celes- 
| tial sheepfold, 


(no danger of exceed- 
ing the speed limit), saves one from 


| needing the services of an employ- 
| ment agency. 
| that small farmers and serious min- 


It is a well known fact 


isters long ago discovered that there 
is neither easy money nor ready fame 
in the sheep business. 

The beautiful picture envisioned cn 


| the-day of ordination,— a persevering 


shepherd leading a perfect flock, march- 
ing in rhythm right up to the heavenly 
gates,— fades like the fragrant bou- 
quets which adorned the altar. 

After the first round of calling it 


| is evident that it will take many rounds 
| to make 


your calling and election sure 
to say nothing of any called and elected 
So, if at long last a few make 
instead of 


the goal we feel humble 


| hilarious, while we trust that we, too, 


though unworthy may enter in with 
them. 
There are compensations. Friendships 


*North Thetford, Vermont. 


are formed in every parish. Many are 
extra-curricular. These ties may be- 
come close and beautiful or casual and 
brief. The place in your heart ten- 
anted by those who attend church only 
on Easter, is neither so spacious nor 
so well heated as the room set aside 
for the loyal whose absence from a 
service means either illness or death. 
You cannot whip up the same amount 
of enthusiasm for the woman who 
uses her efficiency in organizations of 
all hues from pink rabbits down, out- 
side the church, as you can for the 
overworked mother who washes the 
dishes after an ecclesiastical supper. 


Frequently, it also comes to pass 
that when mother nature gowns our 
hills and meadows in summer glory, 
many a family car that usually broke 
down just before church time and so 
stayed at home now romps merrily over 
any sort of highway that leads out- 
ward on The Lord’s Day. Poor, tired 
dad could not go to the sanctuary but 
bless his heart he can bump over five 
hundred miles, more or less, of even 
unimproved road for the sake of a 
Sunday visit. 


Will you kindly tell me who should 
be visited but some former minister, 
the farther away the better? This is 
a sort of penance for not having at- 
tended divine services during the pas- 
torate. But alas, the minister’s wife 
is the penitent. It is a pleasant ex- 
piation of sins, (offenses of omission), 
when you drive to a good Sunday din- 
ner. It is sure to be a deglutitious de- 
light if the parson lives in the country 
—‘We thought it would be fun to 
surprise you.” They did, all right. 
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Why not? He who runs should re- 
alize that Sunday is the great Ameri- 
can visiting day. Since it is a long 
run the family start early but not soon 
enough to attend divine worship. They 
are nostalgic for the chicken but aller- 
gic to the church. 

With a well-stocked emergency shelf 
the minister’s wife can usually stretch 
the meal planned for the family to plac- 
ate the appetites of the friends. Never- 
theless she does not always enjoy it. 
When a wedding or a funeral treads 
on the heels of the morning service the 
guests should feel well heeled with a 
sandwich and a cup of coffee. Not so, 
they are hungry! Perhaps the inward 
welcome of the minister’s wife, though 
she may know Emily Post backward, 
does not climb above the stage of 
sounding brass and clashing cymbal. 

When the clergyman has special or 
regular additional appointments for 
preaching the nonchalant guest can 
disrupt the day’s program like a nest 
of hornets in the middle of your con- 
gregation. Each spring one minis- 


ter’s wife sends a newsy letter to all | 


her friends and acquaintances. In it 
she lists the various activities and 
scrvices, so far as possible of the 
forthcoming Sundays. “I always tell 
them we hope they will call on us 
whenever they come our way, but to be 
certain that we know in advance so we 
may plan for a happy gathering.” She 
reports sadly “This does not accom- 
plish the three cents’ worth of good it 
costs.” 

Victims of Sunday thoughtlessness 
also reside beyond the walls of the 
Manse as well as in the Parsonage. “I 





was leaving for the service when six- | 


teen relatives drove up,” reported a | 
faithful lady, with tired eyes, on Mon- | 


day morning. “They come so seldom, 
not more than once a month, that they 
prefer to rest rather than attend 
church. I rested by preparing dinner.” 
Perhaps the day may come when 
some brave crusader will arise to de- 
nounce this parasitic custom. For his 
efforts he will be awarded no Oscar. 
As a minister’s wife I have been more 


fortunate than this article may seem | 
frequently guests have | 


to indicate; 


even gone to church and also have | 
brought dinner enough for all or have | 


invited us out to eat. When a letter 
of appreciation follows such thought- 
fulness very evidently the second bless- 
ing has arrived. 

Except in moments of weakness, I 
know that being a minister’s wife is the 
best job in the world. 
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Preachers and Preaching 


The Wisest Fool and Other Men of 
the Bible by Clarence E. Macartney. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 191 pages. 
$2.00. 

A book of sermons by C. E. Macartney 
of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsburgh proves among other things 
that if a preacher uses the Bible as a 
source of his homiletics, there is no 
danger of his running out of material. 
Dr. Macartney has published at least 
a dozen volumes of sermons and his well 
shows no signs of running dry. The 
sermons in this book are typical Mac- 
artney material. This means that in 
addition to being Biblical they are 
characterized by skilful narration, vivid 
portraiture, keen character analysis, 
deep spiritual insight, and effective 
practical application. Have we a right 
to ask more of any one preacher? 

We have here sixteen character ser- 
mons, seven from the Old Testament 
and nine from the New. The Old Tes- 
tament characters dealt with are Solo- 
mon, Isaac, Achan, Caleb, Ezekiel, 
Micah, and Naaman, and those from 
the New are Barnabas, Cornelius, 
Mark, Philip, Antipas, Stephen, Thom- 
as, Andrew and Judas. Students of the 
Old Testament will correctly infer that 
the title sermon has to do with Solo- 
mon. Isaac is “The Man Who Dug Old 
Wells” and Caleb “A Man Not a Grass- 
hopper.” The least familiar character 
is Micah. The text dealing with this 
little known prophet is I Kings 22:8 
and consists of the words of Ahab, 
“There is yet one man. . but I 
hate him.” The sermon based on 
Micah is one of the outstanding dis- 
courses in the book, and its exception- 
ally effective close is evidence of the 
fine homiletical possibilities in the 
writings of a seventeenth century Bap- 
tist by the name of John Bunyan. 

In the foreword Dr. Macartney tells 
us that these sermons are essentially 
biography and that he discovered early 
in his ministry that people like biog- 
raphy. This is undoubtedly true. Peo- 
ple are interested in people. There 
are hundreds of Biblical characters 
worthy of such studies as these. We 
look forward to other books by this 
author in the same field. And a revival 
of biographical preaching in many pul- 
pits would be highly desirable. 

L. H. C. 


Take Up Thy Cross by Arndt L. Hal- 


vorson. Augsburg Publishing House. 
122 pages. $1.50. 

This little volume of Lenten Medita- 
tions, written by the pastor of the Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church, Forest City, 
Iowa, deals with two distinct phases of 
thought. “The Cross of Life” series 


for Sundays endeavors to focus the 
meaning of the cross upon the various 
aspects of life. “The Come” series in- 
tended for mid-week services attempts 
to direct the reader toward a personal 
relationship with the Saviour and to 
make him more aware of the cross as 
the rallying point for his zeal and the 
directive for Christian living. 

Each chapter message is direct, per- 
sonal, and searching. All are well 
illustrated and contain an abundance 
of Lenten thought. However, it should 
be remembered that this is a volume of 
meditations, not Lenten sermons. 

J.C 


C. L. 


Keeping Men on Their Feet by Fred- 
erick Keller Stamm. Harper & Broth- 
ers. 192 pages. $2.00. 

Another of the fine series of radio 
sermons which he has published over 
many years, this new volume by Dr. 
Stamm of Chicago continues the same 
brief, modern pointed and graphic ma- 
terial for which he is noted. This time 
all the sermons center around the theme 
that gives the book its title: Dr. Mof- 
fatt’s translation from Job 4:4. 

To this reviewer these sermons lose 
something on the printed page. Their 
short staccato sentences when spoken 
add a power missing to me in the 
written word. Yet here is a master 
at work. 

Three pastoral prayers so requested 
by members of his radio congregation 
bring to a close this volume. 

a. W.F. 


An Adequate Religion by Edward E. 
Martz. Dorrance and Company. 203 
pages. $2.50. 

This is a book of sixteen sermon- 
essays which present a very modern 
interpretation of Christianity as a vital 
force in the fine art of living. It cuts 
through, in a very liberal fashion, our 
traditions and theological vagaries to 
the fundamental teachings of Jesus. 

Like many books which have been 
written in recent years, Adequate Reli- 
gion proclaims the inadequacy of our 
“old time religion” as a foundation for 
the building of Christian life today. 
The author, Edward E. Martz, minister 
of the First Congregational Church, 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, begins his book with 
the premise that the old methods of 
religious interpretation are too narrow 
and stiff. They must therefore be cast 
aside. Unless modern man finds a new 
approach to God, he will go right on 
ignoring God and hating his neighbor. 
The consequence will be a world which 
will never be free from war and its 
awful repercussions upon all mankind. 
“So long as men reject new truth by 
clinging to the antiquated theological 
interpretations of yesterday, there can 


be no progress in morals or religion.” 

With such a thesis established in his 
first sermon-essay, Keeping Our Reli- 
gion Up-to-Date, the author then pre- 
sents fourteen sermon-essays as his 
way of correcting the inadequacy of 
our religious concepts and practice. He 
then concludes his book with the ser- 
mon, An Adequate Religion, from which 
the book gets its title. As indicated, 
this sermon suggests an answer to the 
whole problem of man’s indifference to 
the God of our Fathers. 

These sermon-essays are well written 
and are freely sprinkled with both reli- 
gious and secular quotations used as 
points of argument and _ illustrative 
material. We do not agree with some 
of the author’s theological specula- 
tions or his liberal interpretation of 
doctrine. We do, however, admire his 
sincerity, his honesty of mind, and his 
right to say that which he considers 
to be the truth. To the discerning read- 
er who wants to know all sides and all 
view points, here is a thought-provok- 
ing book for your reading enjoyment. 

J. 


4s 


Resources for Worship by A. C. Reid. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 154 pages. 
$2.00. 

This is a volume of fifty-five-minute 
sermons from the pen of the professor 
of philosophy at Wake Forest College, 
Wake Forest, North Carolina. Those 
familiar with Dr. Reid’s earlier book, 
Invitation to Worship, will look for- 
ward to reading the present volume, 
which is of the same pattern. These 
homiletic addresses are modifications 
of chapel talks given at Harvard Uni- 
versity and Wake Forest College. While 
serving as a special chaplain at Har- 
vard, the author found it necessary to 
compress each address into five min- 
utes. This explains their brevity and 
their definite focus. 

No one can read this book without 
being impressed with the thought that 
a speaker who possesses a mastery of 
the art of making each word count can 
say much in five minutes. These talks 
are not simply little homilies. They are 
real sermons. Each of them is prefaced 
by a passage from the Bible. Now and 
then this text consists of one verse and 
sometimes of five or six. There is 
considerable biblical exegesis in these 
sermons. In addition they are spiritu- 
ally illuminating and highly practical. 
Probably their outstanding merit is the 
way that they tie up with the every- 
day problems of real people. 

These addresses should be very sug- 
gestive to preachers and other public 
speakers. They contain ideas which 
are capable of further development 
along a number of different lines. The 
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book should also be unusually helpful 
for devotional reading. The material 
is swift-moving, enlightened, and en- 
lightening. Readers will find it worth 
reading more than once. 

L. H. C. 


A Practicing Faith by Stuart R. | 
Oglesby. Fleming H. Revell Company. | 


157 pages. $2.00. 


The word “practical’’ can well be | 
applied to this volume of fifteen ser- | 
mons. The author’s approach is schol- | 
arly with an evident desire to set forth | 
what he feels is the real meaning of | 


certain passages of Scripture regard- 


less of the usual _ interpretations. | 
Thoughts thus revealed are applied to | 


everyday life in a helpful manner. 


This is a stimulating book, perhaps | 
requiring more than the usual amount | 
of concentration on the part of the | 
reader. One suspects that when the | 
sermons were delivered, the preacher’s | 
personality and inflection of voice | 
made contributions which have not | 
been transferred to the printed page. | 


Nevertheless for a refreshingly differ- 


ent treatment of certain texts both | 


clergy and laity should read this book. 
F. J.C. 


On Toward the Goal by John Calvin 


Reid. John Knox Press. 159 pages. | 


$2.00. 
Since this book is published by the 


John Knox Press and the given name | 
of the author is John Calvin, it is easy | 
at the outset to locate its ecclesiastical | 


background. Dr. Reid has had pastor- 


ates in the Reformed Presbyterian | 
Church, the United Presbyterian | 


Church, the Presbyterian Church (U. 


S.) and is now pastor of the Mt. Leba- | 
non Presbyterian Church (U.S. A.) of | 


Pittsburgh. As far as this reviewer is 


informed, this is Dr. Reid’s first volume | 
of sermons. It is to be earnestly hoped | 


that it will not be his last. On Toward 


the Goal is a unique and distinguished | 


contribution to homiletical literature. 


At first, one is impressed with the | 


wide range represented by these seven- 


teen sermons. Occasionally the reader | 
is reminded of the sturdy, forthright, | 


expository preaching of Scotland and is 


not surprised to learn that the author | 
received part of his graduate educa- | 


tion at the University of Edinburgh. 


But the book also contains material | 
which ties up closely with the practical | 
psychology of today. For example, the | 


sixteenth discourse is entitled Introvert 
and Extrovert, and is described as a 


Message to Students. It is, however, | 


not one of those psychological addresses 


which have masqueraded as preaching. | 
It is a real sermon and an exceptionally | 


fine one. 


Sermon VI is entitled Dr. Jekyll and | 
Mr. Hyde, and has for its text Romans | 
7:22, 24 (American Standard Version): | 
“For I delight in the law of God after | 
Wretched man | 


the inward man... . 
that I am! who shall deliver me out 
of the body of this death.” Here we 
have an unusual combination of the 
best of expository preaching with the 
findings of modern psychology. The 
closing sermon in the book is a Message 
for the New Year and bears the cap- 
tion of Your Life as an Autobiography. 
Its text is Psalm 90:9: “We spend our 
years as a-tale that told.” 

These sermons should be of value 
both-to, the student of homiletics and 











THE GOSPEL AND 
OUR WORLD 


By Georgia Harkness. The church- 
es of America, says Miss Hark- 
ness, have failed to make Chris- 
tianity real and vital to the 
average man. Thus defining the 
root of their varied problems, she 
offers a constructive analysis .of 
what they must be and do if they 
are to exercise their power for 
good. $1.50 


TALKS TO YOUTH 
Edited by Gordon C. Speer. 
Eighteen brief messages that deal 
with youth’s vital interests — 
choices, ideals, goals, vocations — 
prepared by leading ministers, 
educators, and youth leaders. 
Each talk is rich in vivid illustra- 
tions, easily adapted to vsrious 
school and church occasions. 
SOME OF THE WRITERS: Preston 
Bradley — Paul Scherer — Ralph 
W. Sockman — Daniel A. Poling. 
$1.50 
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greene 
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PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 


By Andrew W. Blackwood. This 
comprehensive guide to local 
church leadership shows every 
pastor how to handle problems of 
administration smoothly and effi- 
ciently. Here are sound, work- 
able suggestions on dealing with 
boards and committees, keeping 
records, raising the annual bud- 
get, working with the church 
school, and other duties the min- 
ister faces daily. $3 


THE WISEST FOOL and 
OTHER MEN of the BIBLE 


By Clarence E. Macartney. “Dr. 
Macartney has found within the 
pages of the Bible the most stir- 
ring, the most uplifting, the most 
tragic biographical sermons any 
preacher could seek. Sixteen men 
live again in all their humanity, 
spotlighted in a bright white light 
of discernment and understand- 
ing.”—Pulpit Book Club $2 
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THE SMALL SECTS IN 
AMERICA 


COMPLETELY REVISED AND 
ENLARGED EDITION, by EI- 
mer T. Clark. An objective, au- 
thentic study of the several hun- 
dred small religious groups in 
America —a wealth of skillfully 
organized information — absorb- 
ing reading and invaluable for 
reference. $3 


THE ADVENTURE OF 
PRAYER 


By Donald J. Campbell. “It is 
clear in its thinking, simple in its 
expression, full of genuine reli- 
gious insight which treats prayer 
on a high spiritual level... . Can 
be read by the average church- 
goer with pleasure and under- 
standing.” — Dr. Halford E. Luc- 
cock $1.25 


THE MINISTRY 


Edited by J. Richard Spann, with 
chapters by Henry Sloane Coffin 
—Ralph W. Sockman — Joseph 
R. Sizoo— and 16 other church 
leaders. Aimed toward making 
ministerial work more effective, 
ministerial life more rewarding, 
this symposium offers practical, 
usable ideas on preparation, daily 
work, and personal life. $2 


WHEN THE LAMP 
FLICKERS 


By Leslie D. Weatherhead. ‘21 
of the most important questions 
men ask concerning Christianity. 
. . . Not only does he bring each 
question sharply to solution but 
his illustrations are so apt and so 
new that his book lives long after 
the experience of reading it.... 
Goes right to the point of modern 
man’s religious needs.” — Church 
Management $2.50 


At Your Bookstore 


Abingdon - Cokesbury Press 
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RUSSELL L. DICKS has written the first book 
in Westminster’s new Pastoral Aid Series 


Prayers and meditations 
for all who suffer 
from emotional tension 


@ This is a book to replace despair with hope. It 
points the way to emotional stability through 
whole-hearted acceptance of God's ever-present 
solace. ..with practical suggestions for complete 
physical and mental relaxation. A valuable tool 
for the pastor in his ministrations, and for laymen 
who wish to help themselves. Just published, $1.50 


mY FAITH 
LOOKS UP 


by Russell L. Dicks 


At all bookstores, 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, 
Philadelphia 


| woman. 





to the general reader as he grapples 
with the practical problems of life. 
L. H. C. 


Devotional 

Everyday Religion by Don Delano 
Tullis. The Rodeheaver, Hall-Mack 
Co, Winona Lake, Indiana. 64 pages. 

I have never seen a devotional book 
like this one before. I like it and I 
think it will be popular if the man in 
the pew gets to know about it. One 
page contains a condensed sermon 
about everyday religion by that popu- 
lar preacher of short, weekly sermons, 
syndicated by the North American 
Newspaper Alliance, Don Tullis; the 
opposite page carries a favorite gospel 
song carefully selected (words and 
music) by Homer Rodeheaver. These 
two men are a rare combination and 
they have produced an unusual, easy- 
to-handle, little inspirational book, de- 


| signed to bring new ideas, give com- 
| fort and courage. 


I left a copy with a_ hospitalized 
Soon the ward was listening 


| to these sermonettes and taking part 


| in hymn-singing. 


There is material 


| here for a story and song service just 


| The Westminster Press. 


long enough not to be exhausting for 
shut-ins; also appropriate for “thought- 
starters” in devotional services by cler- 
gy and laymen. 

H-L. H. P. 


The School of Prayer by Olive Wyon. 
160 pages. 
$1.50. 

The late Dr. Robert E. Speer has 
written an appreciative foreword for 


| this revealing study of prayer by a 


scholarly Englishwoman who is now 
doing pastoral work among the stu- 
dents at Cambridge. In ten chapters 
she classifies her message, pouring out 


| from the depths of her own mysticism 


her convictions. She refers to and 


| quotes from many authors who were 
| fellow-students of the same approach 
| to prayer, Evelyn Underhill being one 


| of her 


to secure this little volume. 


favorites. Those who have a 
special interest in mysticism will want 


F. F. 


Holy Wisdom by F. Augustine Baker. 
Harper & Brothers. 667 pages. $5.00. 
Not for a good many years has a copy 


| of this classic on the interior life been 
| available except through long search- 
| ing in dusty libraries. It has lived for 
| more than 300 years, “an encyclopedia 


of interior prayer.” ; 
There does not seem to be a single 


| omission from all of Baker’s work. 
| Perhaps that is the greatest criticism 
| of this volume, for so much chaff will 


have to be sifted to reach the grain. 


| But grain there is, in abundance. 





Divided into three “treatises,” “Of an 
internal life in general,” “Of the first 
instrument of perfection, viz., mortifi- 
cation,” and “Of prayer,” these in turn 
are put into many sections, each broken 
down into chapters. The accumulation 
will take a long time to go through, but 
the trained reader will quickly find the 
portions upon which he will long ponder. 

Harper & Brothers have done us a 
great favor in bringing once again into 
print this edition of seventy-five years 
ago. Now when someone can read it 
carefully, and annotate it, making 
proper selections for general usage, it 
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will have a greater reading. Never- 
theless, once again we have one of the 
great classics of the contemplative life 
at hand, much of which even today can 
be taken “as is.” 

H. W. F. 


The Sacramental Way edited by Mary 
Perkins. Sheed and Ward. 404 pages. 
$5.00. 

This book consists of a selection of 
writings from the Proceedings of the 
National Liturgical Weeks from 1940 
to 1945. The liturgical movement in 
the Roman Catholic Church seeks to 
bring about a more active participa- 
tion of the laity in the life and work 
of the church. The purpose of the 
volume, as stated on the jacket, “is to 
give an outline of the doctrinal foun- 
dations of this active participation, as 
well as of its tremendous implications | 
in the personal and social life of Cath- 
clics, and of the practical means by 
which it may be brought under actual 
conditions here and now.” 

Here are thirty-four essays grouped 
under six sections which deal respec- 
tively with The True Christian Spirit, 
Action in Christ, Life in Christ, The 
Parish, Not I But Christ, and Re-estab- 
liching All Things. Liturgy is defined 
as a corporate act and a common ac- 
tion. All of God’s people are said to 
have a real priesthood as sharers in the 
life of Christ and the Christian com- | 
munity. The significance of the sacra- 
ments and the sacramentals receives 
careful treatment. There are discus- 
sions of such subjects as Eucharistic 
dynamism, church prayer and private 
prayer, and religious education. 

While non-Catholics will disagree 
with a number of the assumptions and 
teachings of these authors, there is 
much of value in this volume that can 
be appropriated by the open-minded 
and discriminating Protestant reader. 
Especially significant for this purpose 
are the chapters dealing with marriage 
and family life, the practical problems 
of the parish and the application of 
Christianity to labor relations, rural 
life and inter-racial relations. Through 
the book one finds that doctrine, holi- 
ness of life and Christian action are 
treated as interdependent in the work 
of re-establishing all things in Christ. 


J. C.P. 


The Adventure of Prayer by Donald J. 
Campbell. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
92 pages. $1.25. 

The purpose of this book is simply 
stated by the author: “To deepen the 
prayer life of those already praying 
and to inspire the beginning, or per- 
haps the resuming, of the prayer life 
of those who are not.” Bishop Camp- 
bell makes no pretense that his book is 
“new”; he concludes his effort with 
these words, “The hope that some may 
be guided to a new participation in 
(prayer) is the sole reason for this 
book. It adds to the rich literature 
already written on the subject one new 
voice to witness to his deep conviction 
that prayer is the ‘heart of religion,’ 
and who has found it sheer joy just to 
say so.” 

This book is stimulating; it is good 
to read a book of this sort. It is in- 
spirational, as it should be; but more, 
it is intensely practical. It shows us 
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ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE 
TO THE BIBLE 


—— in alphabetical order for easy reference 
—Hebrew ard Greek words in the origina) 
with pronunciation, meanings and appearances in 
parallel passages — Date and era given for every 
Biblical Character—Analytical values are stressed— 
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—Covers modern archaeological discoveries in the 


Middle East. 


311,000 lines of Biblical quotations and word references. 30,000 Readings of 
the Greek New Testament. 70,000 Hebrew and Greek words with tcanslecions. 
1259 pages, $10.00. With handy thumb index, $10.75. 


Funk & Wagnalls 


NEW STANDARD 


BIBLE DICTIONARY 


C- languages, literature, history, biography, man- 
ners and customs of the Bible—Gives pronuncia- 


tion of title words—Clear Translations of 
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965 pages with 433 illustrations 
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dogmatic formulae, but by sound ex- 
perience and personal guidance. 

The chapter headings are sugges- 
tive: Environment of Prayer, Wha: We 
Seek in Prayer, The When and How of 
Prayer, Praying for Ourselves, Praying 
for Others, Unanswered Prayer, Growth 
in Prayer, The Need for Prayer. 

This reviewer likes the book particu- 
larly because the author avoids admir- 
ably an other-world, overly pious mysti- 
cism on the one hand and also an exces- 

_Sively secular, humanistic psychologi- 
cal jargon on the other. 

For some time now, the reviewer has 
heard of prayer cells. He has read 
quite a bit and heard them much dis- 
cussed at ministers’ retreats and the 
like. While the general idea seemed to 
him spiritually sound, he has avoided 
anything along that line in his own 
ministry, feeling that prayer has be- 
come too much associated, in the minds 
of his parishioners, with a nebulous 
mysticism which seems more a Yoga 
philosophy rather than Christian faith 
in action. 

At last he has found a basis upon 
which to build a prayer cell which he 
feels will be meaningful. He plans on 
getting together a select group for 
not only active meditation and prayer, 
but also with the Bible and Donald J. 
Campbell’s book as a guide to truly 
effective prayer. 

Most of all, this reviewer feels that 
by approaching prayer as an adventure, 
the author has captured the true spirit 
of prayer. 

Rarely has this reviewer read a book 
which he can recommend with virtually 
no qualifications! 

W. M. H. 


The Bible 

How Came Our Faith by W. A. L. 
Elmslie. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 417 
pages. $3.25. 

Dr. Elmslie, principal of Westminster 
College, Cambridge, long an authority 
on the Old Testament, here presents “a 
study of the religion of Israel and its 
significance for the modern world.” In 
three parts he writes of the Old Testa- 
ment today, the religion of the Hebrews, 
and the faith of the prophets. It has an 
excellent scriptural index and an ade- 
quate general index. 

This will probably become a source 
book for students as well as a most 
readable volume for minister, church 
school teacher, or layman interested in 
the relationship of religion to the nor- 
mal affairs of life. Dr. Elmslie says in 
his preface, “Its primary purpose is 
seen in the underlying argument that 
its subject is profoundly relevant to 
present issues, social and personal.” 

It is the religion of the Hebrews with 
which he is concerned, not their history 
nor politics. It is the God of the He- 
brews, his relationship with those gods 
of the neighboring lands, and Jehovah, 
God of Israel, with which part two 
largely deals. The great God had be- 
come another god of the many. 

But in part three, the faith of the 
prophets, he points out how the one god 
among many again became the Eternal 
God. Beginning with Moses and Sam- 
uel-Elijah, he continues with Amos, 
Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah and the Poet- 
Prophet, with skill and pointed allusion 
to today. Truly he succeeds in bringing 
to modern problems the answer of the 
Hebrew religion. 


A crowded type makes for difficult 
reading, but careful study will bring 
results that should stimulate teachers 
and preachers for months to come. 

M. We; 


Jewels That Heaven Gave by Paul J. 
Mann. Dorrance and Company. 198 
pages. $2.50. 

Cld Testament stories have made an 
appeal to human interest through the 
centuries. Through them there courses 
the red blood of life. Feeling that at 
times, their inspiration has been lost 
because of the lack of detail and the 
archaic wording, Mr. Mann has set out 
to remedy these deficiencies by retelling 
fifteen of these old-time biographies in 
“the language of today.” The titles 
themselves are evidence of the modern- 
ity of the idiom in which these stories 
are written. Noah is characterized as 
The First Navigator, Deborah as The 
Debutante, Esther as Miss Medo-Persia, 
Jonah as The Submarine Skipper and 
the three Hebrew worthies who were 
thrown into Nebuchadrezzar’s furnace 
as The Fire-Proof Boys. 

The opening paragraph of the sketch 
of Deborah reads as follows: “In the 
spring of 1270 B.C. Deborah the debu- 
tante came out—and she came out 
swinging. She was a pugnacious woman 
and had the final say on any subject 
that was brought up. Her I.Q. was o.k. 
and she was man enough to back up her 
decisions.” In writing of the capture 
of Samson through the machinations of 
Delilah, Mr. Mann says: “By this time 
Samson was beginning to be on the 
ropes himself had he only known it. 
He came into the third round a little 
groggy. He underestimated his oppo- 
nent. He had told her the number; he 
had told her the kind. Now he told her 
the object of his strength.” Although 
this type of language will shock some 
readers, it is refreshingly different from 
some of the dull, pokey, excessively dig- 
nified jargon of English at its worst. 
Like the late Billy Sunday, Mr. Mann 
has a gift of expression which he util- 
izes in his own way. 

Certain hiatuses in information are 
filled in with the products of the auth- 
or’s active imagination. We know, for 
example, that the husband of Deborah 
was one Lapidoth, of whom we have no 
other information. Mr. Mann, however, 
writes: “She sat in the shade of a palm 
tree by the side of the road and passed 
out advice and information with a lavish 
hand while her husband kept house and 
out of sight. She was justice of the 
peace in her district for many years.” 
After describing the singing of the 
song of Deborah and telling us that 
“to her dramatic soprano Barak added 
his baritone voice and made it a duet,” 
Mr. Mann concludes the sketch with the 
words: “When it was all over Deborah 
went home to see what Lapidoth had 
cooked up for supper.” 


No book is characterized by the 
whole gamut of merits. He who looks 
in this volume for enlightenment on 
the trends of Old Testament scholar- 
ship would be disappointed, and pos- 
sibly somewhat silly. In writing these 
sketches the author has accomplished 
what he set out to do; he has made the 
Old Testament more real and interest- 
ing. 

L. H. C. 
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Personal Adjustment 
Psychology and Religion for Every- 
day Living by Charles T. Holman. The 
Macmillan Company. 191 pages. $2.50. 
The preacher who helps hearers un- 
derstand themselves and shows them 
how to live richly in these topsy turvy 
days is God sent. A pastor who uses 
the fifteen chapters of Holman’s Psy- 


chology and Religion for Everyday | 


Living will bless his people. 

Long a Chicago divinity professor of 
pastoral duties, he practiced as he 
taught. So his treatise is a sensible 
application of dynamic psychology and 
Bible to our personal problems: worry, 


depressed and inferiority feelings, hate, | 
fear, deceit, and bringing up children. | 


He discusses environment, heredity, and 


conscience psychologically but as parts | 


of “the whole person.” Too scientific 


to be satisfied with “an integrated per- | 


sonality,” Professor Holman keeps al- 
ways as our goal “a good man.” As 


to health he admits that both religion | 
and medicine have applied “salve to | 


sores” because “religion has been short 
on diagnosis” and “medicine has con- 
cerned itself too much with symptoms.” 
He keeps his sights on winning men to 
“commitment to the will of God” and 


to loyal focus on Kingdom ways of | 


thinking and acting. 


Doctor Holman therefore ends each | 


topic with a quiet call for the reader’s 


verdict. Four times he just affirms the |! 


study’s conclusions. Twice he puts Bible 
into imperatives. Four discussions are 


clinched with pat incidents from life | 
and the Gospel. He draws the net | 
on worry with a minister’s suggestion | 
of a second collection “just before | 
Repeating William | 


the benediction.” 
James’s four injunctions tellingly closes 


the chapter, “Make Habit Your Ally.” 
Our mentor caps the conclusion, “A | 
well-instructed conscience should be our | 


guide, not our goal,” by quoting a Yale 
leader’s decision-card to “indicate the 
terms of a life commitment which will 
bring happiness and success.” 

Every chapter is thought through 
with scientific knowledge and common 
sense, yet written so simply that the 
scholarship never parades. Thorough- 
ness and humility mark nine particu- 
larly brilliant pages on conscience. In 
Religion and Your Faith he notes that 
“Psychosomatic” is a $64 word antici- 
pated in Psalm 103:3. With no padding 
Professor Holman uses 140 illustra- 
tions and 125 Bible quotes in the fine 
Fosdick (or is it Baptist? or merely 
Berean?) apposition. 


The publishers have set these gems | 


in perfect print. 
D: B, . 


Live to Win by Oscar C. Hanson. 
Augsburg Publishing Co. 145 pages. 
$1.75. 


“Surrounded by uncertainties and | 


burdened with fearful anxieties” our 


young people are in search of solid | 


ground upon which to stand and truth 
to hold to. Thus the author, Pastor 
Oscar Hanson, now president of the 
Lutheran Bible Institute of Minneap- 
olis speaks. Having gone to confer- 
ences and summer camps with young 
people he here collects and presents 
some of the things that made an appeal 
to young people. Being convinced that 
the spoken word was a blessing, many 
feel that this book will carry a bless- 
ing to others. 
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3-VOLUME 
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by the Rev. Harald F. J. Ellingsen 


The author has dedicated his life to the selec- 
tion and classification of homiletic material. 
A retired Lutheran minister, he works through 
the four Gospels from beginning to end, se- 
lecting significant texts and passages. Around 
each he assembles complete sermons, ex- 
tensive as well as brief outlines, expository 
excerpts, practical lessons, apt illustrations, 
appropriate poetry. 

This INEXHAUSTIBLE SOURCE of Sermonic 
Materials covers every Sunday of the Church 
Year as well as special days—including Ad- 
vent, Christmas, New Year, Lent, Good Friday, 
Easter, Pentecost—and other special occasions. 

Selections are taken from the writings of fa- 
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Here is rich, inexhaustible material found 
nowhere else — stimulating, inspiring. Com- 
prehensive index of texts and topics put con- 
tents at your fingertips. Acceptable present to 
preachers, teachers and all Christian workers. 
Tried and proved in use through ac- 
tual service to ministers. Those 
who have seen it say “The best 
homiletic material ever,”, 

100% in its meatiness.”’, 
Astimulus 

to the 

seeker of 

Divine 

truth and 

revela- 

tion.” 
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He speaks of the fact that many 


| live and lose because of the wrong 


| material, 
| fame 


emphasis they place on life, upon the 
merely having a good time, 


or popularity, education and 


| health. He shows that it is through 
| Christ that we live and win. Chapters 
| are devoted to some practical prob- 
| lems, married life, stewardship, prayer. 
| Under the chapter It Is Fun to Live is 


a discussion on what about the dance, 
what about card playing, and movies, 


| and how can I have fun? The book is 


therefore an earnest effort to help 
young people solve some of the prob- 


| lems of life and it will help many. 


tT. B. BR, 
You Can Change the World, The 


| Christopher Approach by James Kel- 


| ler. 
| 387 pages. $3.00. 














Longmans, Green & Company. 


Father Keller is the founder of the 


| Christophers, a group of people who 


are to go out into the everyday life 
bearing Christ. The distinguishing mark 
of these Christophers is three-fold: 
they pray for all, they go to all, and 
they teach all. 

After explaining briefly what the 
Christophers are, Father Keller shows 
how they can go into the larger fields 
of life and actually change the world. 
He does this in education, government, 
labor-management and writing. He 


| says that the book is not worth very 


much from a literary point of view and 
he is correct. It has much that is re- 


| peated which he points out is for em- 
| phasis; but the gist of it is a series of 
| active stories of commonplace men and 
| women who by their acceptance of the 


Christopher ideals have actively chang- 
ed their own world and the world of 
many others. Though over-lengthy it 
is yet an excellent picture of what a 
group can do under the compulsion of 
the religious faith. Many non-Catholics 


| are also becoming Christophers. 
H. 


When the Doctor Says It’s Nerves by 
Henry Jerome Simpson. Morehouse- 
Gorham Co. $1.25 

This little handbook (89 pages, paper 
bound) by the author of The Pastoral 
Cure of Nervous People has attractive 
title and format. Its aim is “to 
meet the needs of nervous people in 
search of help from the printed word, 
to give a simple account of how they 
happened to be nervous and what they 
must do to rid themselves of this... 
torture.” The book falls into two parts 
corresponding to this two-fold aim. The 
first part, Understanding Nervous Dis- 


| orders includes an enlightening discus- 
| sion of the “nervous temperament,” 


its 
origin and development into the dark 
and morbid state of the neurotic. The 
second part, The Cure of Nervous Dis- 
orders, after stressing the curability of 
these conditions offers help in their 
cure principally in the elimination of 
fears, which he believes to be the basic 
difficulty in these conditions. In the 


| final chapters the author stresses the 
| importance of a positive religious faith. 


The book is well worth the hour or so 
it would take to read it both for “vic- 
tims” and for ministers and others who 


| must deal with them. Its earlier chap- 


| 
| 


ters are especially good. An index 
would add to its usefulness for refer- 
ence. 

It seems to this reviewer that the 
author, paradoxically, has overpainted 


the neurotic’s “dark and fearful world” 
and at the same time underpainted the 
difficulty of a cure. He has failed, also, 
to distinguish between conscious fears 
and the more basic and almost uncon- 
scious “general anxiety” that besets 
the neurotic. We do not feel that the 
religious Coueism which the book of- 
fers as a cure for fear is tangible 
enough to unravel the tangled skeins 
of the neurotic’s emotional life. We 
are not sure, either, whether the book 
is addressed to neurotics or written 
about them. Nevertheless, a careful 
reading of the book should "help minis- 
ters to be more understanding and help- 
ful and it should give neurotics some 
enlightenment and encouragement and 


help. 
C-Rak. 


Triumphant Personality by Robert 
Clyde Yarborough. The Maemillan Co. 
104 pages. $2.00. 

Here is a small volume which will 
surprise the reader who may have a 
prejudice toward some of our modern 
books dealing with the subject of per- 
sonality development. The author’s 
experience in the pastorate has given 
him an unusual understanding of peo- 
ple. His educational background at 
Texas Christian University, Union 
Theological Seminary, University of 
Iowa has given him an intelligent bal- 
ance of the intellectual process as it 
effects personality. As minister of the 
Second Church in Newton, Massachu- 
setts, he has daily practiced some of 
the things he suggests in this little 
book to his readers. 

The thesis of the author is that “the 
predicament of modern man” can only 
be dealt with by building a strong, dedi- 
cated character. The thirteen chap- 
ters include such discussions as finding 
the right things to emphasize in life, 
learning to handle trouble, facing 
death, overcoming despair, building up 
one’s courage in himself and others and 
developing a sense of self-mastery. One 
of the chapters which appealed to the 
reviewer is one entitled “Growing in 
Spiritual Maturity.” Here is a brief 
but penetrating analysis of the spir- 
itual life. The final chapter is a sum- 
mary of previous chapters and a state- 
ment of what “the radiant and in- 
wardly victorious personality” really is. 

Dr. Yarborough writes with clarity 
and force. His illustrations are well- 
chosen and forceful in their applica- 
tion. His topics are those whieh are 
in the minds of everybody who seeks to 
get out of the midst of disappointment, 
discouragement and fear. This little 
book brings a positive Christian faith 
to its readers. 

W.L. i 


The Church 


The Church: Its Nature, Structure 
and Function by The Rt. Rev. J. W. C. 
Wand. Morehouse-Gorham. 127 pages. 

This belongs to the annual series of 
lectures on the Frederick Denison Mau- 
rice Foundation of King’s College, Lon- 
don, the author being the Bishop of 
London. Its three brief chapters treat 
historically of the growth of the early 
Church, telling what it was, how it was 
organized, and what it tried to do. 

The nature of the Church, he says, is 
“the instrument of Christ’s personal- 
ity,” the Body of Christ through which 
“He still acts in space and time.” In 

(Turn to next page) 
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(From page 43) 
and weakness this author goes. There | 
is dynamite in this book—and God | 
knows we preachers need it. Here is | 
a book with a message—something to | 
think about, preach about and act upon | jf Rich, Mellow, Clear Tones from Belfry or Loft 


— (Harper and Brothers; $1.50.) | The steeple broadcast of Soundmaster Records has a definite and 
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full load of illustrations carrying real | iy 
ethical significance—all are to be found | | CHIMES - ORGAN - CHIMES and VIBRAHARP 
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Stapleton (Prentice-Hall; $2.75.) * * * | er Ce 
As somewhat of an anthologist myself,| [xian Tee Bos ” ice Lae ASTEZ 
I have both sympathy for and appreci- | * eit Pe PECOR DAS 

© "eee vad Department A-5, BATAVIA, ILL. : wie 


Bookish Brevities =| [i j cae onially Inspaae 


ation of the task to which my good | 
friend, Dr. G. Paul Butler, has set | 
himself as editor of Best Sermons. Like | 
its predecessors, the 1949-50 issue of 

Best Sermons brings to us many of the 1949-OUR CHURCH AT WORK-1949 
finest examples of contemporary _ TUG WED THU 
preaching—Protestant, Jewish and Ro- Ae 

man Catholic. That these fifty-two 

sermons, selected from thousands of | 
manuscripts, should reveal unequal 
greatness must be taken for granted 
but, taken as a whole, the book repre- | 
sents much that is best in contem- | 
porary religious thought and expres- 
sion. The preacher, whatever his sign | 
or creed, will be much the poorer if he | 
neglects to study this book (Harper | 
and Brothers; $3.) 
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Book Reviews 
(From page 66) 

the second lecture he points out the | 

growing need for organization, the 

roving apostles becoming resident pas- 
tors, and the developing need for creed | 
and doctrine and ritual. | 
In the final chapter he discusses the | 
teaching and work of Christ, his reve- 
lation and redemption, which he de- 
clares to be the major function of the 
Church today. In the light of Maurice’s 
own interest in what we now call 
“social action,” the bishop says the 
Church is not to rule the State, nor be 
ruled by the State; “but it is to be with- 

in the State a continually ennobling 

power acting as a social conscience.” : | 
H. W. F. 25 

| 

| 









































The First Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, The Official Re- 
port, edited by W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. 
Harper & Brothers. 271 pages. $3.50. | 

Earlier Harper published the Amster- | lat 
dam Assembly Series, in four volumes, | Fre ed, thus saving time and confusion in scheduling regular meeting dates. 
and in an omnibus volume of all four. | The new calendar lists all fixed and 
u n ame generally accepted dates out of the Christian 
N fei pg he gs — apron patna the | Church year. For easy spotting of local dates, gummed-cut-outs are provided, 
Official Revort of the Amsterdam meet- | which list such meetings as Official Board, Board of Education, Board of Mis- 
ing in 1948, with a description of the | gions, Board of Stewards, Trustees, W.S.C.S., M.Y.F., etc. 


main events, reports of sections and | : 
committees, briefs from most of the Many churches have three sets of calendars: one for the pastor and the planning 


speeches made, and other interesting committee to use in working out the local church program; one for the church 
data, such as a list of participants, the | office where all dates should be cleared and checked; and, a third set for the 
Constitution of the World Church, and | Church Bulletin board, so that the entire congregation may be kept informed. 
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| fellowship, will find this valuable. 
H. W. 


laymen interested beyond their own 


W. F. 


Various Topics 


The Case of General Yamashita by 
A. Frank Reel. The University of Chi- 


| cago Press. 324 pages. $4.00. 


The author, with the rank of major, 
was a member of the counsel of defense 


| of General Yamashita, the loser of the 
| battle of the Philippines. 
| pretty story. The honor of America is 


It is not a 


involved, and the course of history may 


| well be such that “a judicial lynching 


. stark retribution masquerading in 


| a cloak of false legalism” will return to 


curse the future of the victors who so 


| hastily and imperiously degraded the 
defeated general of a broken nation. 


The exclusion, under the pretended 
laws, by which Japanese and Germans 


| have been tried and sentenced of the 


guilty of victor nations makes a farce 


| of justice and renders the laws un- 
| tenable. 


It was General Montgomery, I be- 
lieve, who said that these trials had 
established the precedent that defeated 
generals are to be hanged by the victors. 
Not merely killed were they by a firing 
squad, but dishonored, also, in their 
mode of execution. And General Rob- 
ertson, Supreme Allied Commander in 
Germany, stated as a legal basis for 
the assumption of power over the de- 
feated, that by virtue of victory, the 
victors were beyond the law. And that 
is, of course, the invalidation of all the 
gains in civilized international rela- 
tionship in the entire Christian era, in 
a return of the Christian West to the 
pre-Christian “vae victis.” It bodes no 
good for the present judges and their 
victorious powers. Some day America 
may lose a war. There are far more 
millions of inhabitants in the nations 
of the potential enemies of our coun- 
try, and far greater natural resources, 
than we can muster. The gravest sin 
has been the silence of the forces of 
religion. Surely, they should be the 
custodians of the conscience of the na- 
tions. 

Supreme Court Justice Murphey, who 
dissented from the majority opinion 
upholding the sentence of death for 
General Yamashita, joins the author 
in the opinion of Thomas Paine: “He 
that would make his own liberty se- 
cure must guard even his enemies from 
oppression; for if he violates this duty 
he establishes a precedent that will 
reach to himself.” 

4. FC! G, 


A Bibliography of Systematic Theol- 
ogy, 65 cents; A Bibliography of Prac- 
tical Theology, 50 cents. Both published 
by the Library of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. 

It is hard to conceive of any booklets 
which will be of greater value to the 
minister than these two bibliographies. 
The aim as expressed in one of them is 
“helpfulness rather than completeness.” 
It is a fair description. Under the vari- 
ous classifications there are listed avail- 
able books on the annotated subjects. 
Titles, authors, number of pages, pub- 
lishers and date of publication are 
noted. 

If kept in a handy place on the book 
shelves these bibliographies can have 
a very useful part in the study life of 


every minister and religious editor. 
W. H. 


All Out for God by Walter R. Alex- 
ander. Moody Press. 140 pages. $1.50. 
This is a book telling the story of a 
young minister who gave himself un- 
stintingly for the work of the Lord. 
Cut short in period of years, the author 
who was close to observe and know of 
his work tells of the volume of his work. 
Three typical sermons of this minister 
are included in the book. The purpose 
of the author is to tell what one man 
did in a short period of time and how 
his work is continued through young 
men and women who gave themselves 
to the work of the Lord through his 
influence. The book is well written and 
will be a great blessing to many. 
T.aB..B. 


The Bible in Mission Lands by Mil- 
dred Cable and Francesca French. 
Fleming H. Revell. 125 pages. $1.50. 
_ This is a thrilling story of the Bible 
in Mission lands. It is written by two 
young women who were missionaries of 
the China Inland Mission, but during 
the war were unable to carry on their 
work. They then became workers 
through the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. They tell the fascinating story 
of the origin of the translations of the 
Bible and the British contribution to 
its extension and the application of it 
in life as well as its progress in China, 
Japan, Africa and even in Tibet. This 
is a solid book that any minister or 
Christian worker will find helpful, con- 
taining facts that one likes to use. 

2 eR. 


Cheng’s Mother by Irene Forsythe. 
Friendship Press. 80 pages. $1.00. 

This is a story of Mission work in 
China written by a missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. covering 
the period of time since 1926. It tells 
of the skepticism of the people and 
fear of accepting the Christian religion 
and slow growth in rural areas. It re- 
lates the sincerity and willing sacrifices 
that Cheng’s Mother was willing to 
make after having come to know Christ. 
The adoption of the missionary by this 
Chinese woman enabled the author to 
learn the customs of the people better 
and write more clearly. This little book 
will give a better understanding of the 
problems and work that is before us in 


China. 
T. B. R. 


AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS 
CHANGES NAME 
Boston—-The American Mission to 
Lepers voted at its annual convention 
here to change its name to American 

Leprosy Missions, Inc. 

Raymond P. Currier, the group’s 
executive secretary, said the change 
was made in deference to the wishes of 
persons afflicted with the disease, who 
resent being referred to as lepers. 

A principal speaker at the conven- 
tion was Wilbur Chapman, who in 1913 
founded the Mission’s “Pete the Pig” 
movement to aid leper children. He 
recently returned from an 8,000-mile 
tour around the world during which he 
visited leper stations—RNS. 
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The Transition of the Methodist 
Conference 
by Bob, Shuben 


Dr. Shuler’s protest against the objectives of modern Methodism 

is outside our sphere of comment. Whether the changing emphasis 

indicates a spiritual evolution or a decadence of idealism we will 

leave to others. But we do think this paper by the fighting Los 

Angeles pastor has historical data which is worth preserving— 
and besides—we think it makes mighty good reading. 


N June 21, I answered my 46th 

roll call in an Annual Confer- 

ence of the Methodist church. 
Fifty-two years ago, at Abington, Vir- 
ginia, I was licensed to preach. For 
six years I worked awhile and went to 
college awhile, supplying four charges 
by special appointment and engaging 
in all kinds of honorable effort to get 
through school. Fifty-two years as a 
Methodist preacher and forty-six years 
as an itinerant mean one thing: I am 
growing old. Really, they mean much 
more and of that I shall tell you. 

I can honestly and with enthusiasm 
say that my many years in the fra- 
ternity of Methodist preachers have 
been happy years. I started out with 
little but faith in Christ and enthusi- 
asm. But my brethren were gracious. 
From the first, I was given appoint- 
ments far beyond my ability or deserts. 
At 28, I was pastor of the second larg- 
est church in the Central Texas Con- 
ference. For the next twelve years, 
following that appointment, I stayed 
four years at each of three of the 
strongest churches in Texas Method- 
ism. Four years was the time limit in 
those days. Bishop DuBose appointed 
me to Trinity in 1920. I was forty 
years of age. 

While I was in the old Southern 
Methodist church, I was honored far 
beyond my deserts. Six times I was 
elected to represent the church in the 
General Conference. Once I declined 
the honor in favor of Dr. J. E. Harri- 
son, my old friend and the alternate 
delegate. At Birmingham, I received 
136 votes for bishop on the first ballot, 
the largest vote ever received in the 
Southern Methodist church by any 
man who was not later elected. How- 
ever, the slow but sure encroachment 
of modernism had begun in Southern 
Methodism, and the liberals were dead 
set against my election. The conserv- 
atives were defeated. 


*Pastor, Trinity Methodist Church, Los Ange- 
les, California. 
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During all those years, up to the | 
time of union, my brethren were my | 
friends, even though at times some of | 


them differed positively with me on 
vital issues. I engaged in many debates 
on the Conference floor but always felt 
that my antagonists were my friends. 
When the churches united, I could say 
with clear conscience that I had heen 
treated not only justly but magnani- 
mously by my fellow ministers in the 
Methodist church. 

During those years the Annual Con- 
ferences were times of warm fellowship 


and great spiritual refreshing. Most | 
of the bishops were truly great gospel | 


preachers. I have seen Annual Con- 
ference sessions break up in shouts of 
praise, under the power of great 
preaching. I have seen the altars filled 
with seeking souls. I have seen men 
and women converted on their knees 
at altars of prayer at Annual Con- 
ferences. I preached one night in the 


Texas Annual Conference, meeting at | 


Texarkana, and saw over twenty peo- 
ple profess conversion at the altar at 
the conclusion of the service. 


Bishop | 


Frank Smith was presiding. Again, I | 
preached through the evening sessions | 


of the Louisiana Annual Conference at 


Baton Rouge, the scholarly Bishop E. | 


£. Hoss being in the chair. More than 
one hundred people came to the altar 
and professed salvation during those 
services. 
thought of Annual Conferences as sea- 


For almost forty years I | 


sons of grace and times of refreshing. | 
In those days, which now appear as | 


a beautiful dream, the big question at 
an Annual Conference was, “Did you 
have a revival this year and how many 
were converted?” The 
after sinners. The pulpit was set to 
proclaim a redeeming gospel. 


church was | 


From | 


bishop to local preacher, men commis- | 


sioned 
preach were declaring the fearful con- 


in the Methodist church to | 


sequences of sin and the all-sufficient | 
grace of God to save to the uttermost. | 


The Methodist church was building, 
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advancing, marching. It was no un- 
common thing for a Methodist circuit 
rider to arise and say, “Bishop, we 
doubled the membership of the circuit 
this year, practically all our additions 
being on profession of faith.” Brush 
arbors and open air tabernacles liter- 
ally dotted the land. The only circuit 
I ever served was in Johnson County, 
Texas, immediately upon arriving in 
that state. I was there two years. We 
had five small churches. Two of those 
churches had tabernacles near by. At 
the other three we builded either taber- 
nacles or brush arbors. The whole sum- 
mer was given to revival meetings. The 
membership was more than doubled the 
first year. The second year, I was 
able to report the membership doubled 
again and announce a total enrollment 
of members which the general minutes 
of Methodism showed to be the largest 
in the denomination. During those two 
years, I do not believe that I received 
ten members by letter. They all came 
through the revivals. 

We had time in those days for every 
preacher to arise in open conference 
and give a report of his work. Revi- 
vals of religion always had first place. 
Foreign missions easily came second. 
Pastoral visitation came third. A 
preacher’s own personal experience of 
victory in the Lord climaxed the report. 
I have seen these reports wind up with 
a shout. I have known the Conference 
to arise and the brethren to press for- 
ward and grip the hand of some man 
who had gone through the deep waters 
during the way and had come out vic- 
toriously. We were wont to say, “And 
if our fellowship below in Jesus be so 
sweet, what heights of rapture shall 
we know when round his throne we 
meet.” 

I heard an old superannuate member 
of the Southern California-Arizona 
Annual Conference say recently at 
Long Beach, “The Methodist church 
has gone off and left me _ behind.” 
Looking back at it now, I realize that 
I have never been able to catch up since 
the union. I dreaded it from the begin- 
ning. But I felt that to my church, 
the largest Southern Methodist church 
in America at the time, was handed a 
priceless heritage and had committed to 
it a trust to which we must under God be 
true. Trinity alone remains of the mighty 
fortresses for evangelism that South- 
ern Methodism had buiided in the West 
and she remains because thus far she 
has fought the exterminating process 
tooth and nail. She is despised and 
hated but she still stands! 

A revival meeting in a Methodist 
church in California is a curiosity, ex- 
cept in Trinity. But why rave on! 

The program and process, by which 


| the materialistic, money gathering, edu- 


cational and cultural rebuilding, social 
emphasis parade, man-brought-in king- 
dom have crowded out the things that 
Annual Conferences used to mean to 
me, are here and in full control. 

At Long Beach this year I felt like 
I imagine a trout feels when it has 
been taken from a clear lake and laid 
on hot sand. I was a stranger in the 
Methodist church. I recognized that 
my brethren were only make-believe 
brethren. They did not believe in the 
Methodism I had known. Most of the 
younger ones knew nothing about it. 
The heritage I had hoped to serve was 
dead. I was in a new movement with 
an old name. Now money is the iirst 
emphasis, by far the matter of first 
concern. And yet the leaders despise 
and hate and bitterly fight the Ameri- 
can process by which it is acquired. 
Having condemned it over and over in 
resolutions and addresses, they accept 
it, finger it, count it, gloat over it, write 
the big figures into their books and 
plan to enlarge their coffers. Their 
barns are no longer large enough. 

The emphasis on the educational pro- 
gram of the church comes second. Em- 
phasis on promotion rather than evan- 
gelism, organization rather than regen- 
eration, social action rather than pub- 
lication of the grace of God, now char- 
acterize the Annual Conference. 

There is no Pentecost. No shouts of 
new-born souls are heard. The fires 
have died away to ashes. We set up 
programs, proceed with routine, intro- 
duce celebrities, boast of our achieve- 
ments, proceed with man-made plans 
for the building of a new world and 
bear the appointments read. So that 
I, who am about to be retired from the 
active ministry, can join the old super- 
annuate who said, “The Methodist 
church has gone off and left me be- 
hind.” I get far more joy and hope 
and victory out of a Wednesday night 
prayer meeting at Trinity Methodist 
Church than I do out of all the sessions 
of the Annual Conference combined. 

God grant that a mighty change may 
be on its way. Ten years from now, 
as an old, bent, spent superannuate, I 
would like to limp down the aisle, lean- 
ing on my cane, and take my place in 
the third row end seat, and hear the 
Conference sing, “Amazing grace, how 
sweet the sound, That saved a wretch 
like me.” I would like to hear some 
Bishop preach on Pentecost and the 
service wind up with “Praise the Lord,” 
“Glory,” “Hallelujah.” I might join 
in. I would like to see some young fel- 
low walk out and call mourners. My, 
how I would thrill as sinners, their 
eyes streaming tears, would come troop- 
ing down the aisles and fall on their 
knees at the altar (that is, if there are 
any altars left) and pray for mercy 
and saving grace. 
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Since October, 1945, Ellis H. Dana has “been 
executive vice- president of the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches, Inc., with headquarters in Madison, Wis- 
consin. 

He holds degrees from Carieton College, Hart- 
ford Seminary, Columbia University, and was a 
leader on the College Cruise Around the World. 

He is a layman of wide ex- 
perience in rural and urban 
church work, public relations 
and social action, and has 
served both churches and edu- 
cational institutions. 

As an author, he has had 
articles on both education and 
religion in various educational 
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Society,” “The Journal of 
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Education,” “The Christian Ad- 
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Ellis H. Dana “Church Management” and 
“Lutheran Herald”—largely in recognition of which 
he is listed in “Leaders in Education for 1948” and 
in “Who’s Who in the Midwest” (Standard A. N. 
Marquis Co.) 

As a member of the National Committee of Nine, 
he assisted in organizing Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of Church and 
State, Inc., Washington, and is still a member of its 
executive committee. He is also a member of the 
National Commission on Church, State and Educa- 
tion of the General Council of Congregational-Chris- 
tian Churches. 

Elected delegate-at-large, 1950, Cleveland, General 
Council, Congregational Christian Churches 


WHAT LEADERS SAY 


BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM, The Methodist Church, New York Area, and a 
President, World Council of Churches—‘ ‘Protestant Strategy in the Making’ written 
by a dynamic Protestant leader charts the road toward a Protestant cooperation that 
will make it possible to build the free society for which Protestantism stands. It 
will repay careful study and eventuate in a constructive service.” 
SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT, General Secretary, Federal Council of 
Churches—-" ‘Protestant Strategy in the Making’ is a mine of valuable material. I 
have found it exceedingly stimulating to my own thinking. I regard it as a contri- 
bution of a high order to current thinking about the major problems of Amercan 
Protestantism.” 

DR. ROSS W. SANDERSON, Director of Field Research, Congregational Christian 
Churches—‘‘Congratulations on the wealth of material you have included in the 
125-page ‘Protestant Strategy in the Making.’ That is a fine piece of adult education.” 

PRESIDENT LAURENCE M. GOULD, President, Carleton College—“Timely and 
excellently organized.’’ 

E. C. FARNHAM, Executive Secretary, Church Federation of Los Angeles— 
“I have read with interest your booklet entitled ‘Protestant Strategy in the Making.’ 
I believe it is most timely that we be giving serious thought to this matter, and I 
am impressed that you have made a valuable contribution to its consideration. I 
trust that many people will be stimulated by it to think further with regard to the 
perplexing problems which confront Protestantism in these crucial days.” 
. G, MERRILL LENOX, Executive Secretary, Detroit Council of Churches— 
“ ‘Protestant Strategy in the Making’ is a unique source book of valuable and im- 
portant material on Protestantism by one of the nation’s most aggressive interde- 
nominational executives.” 

DR. J. QUINTER MILLER, Associate General Secretary, Federal Council of 
Churches—-“This is a very interesting and well documented piece of work and 
should be valuable in furthering cooperative Christianity.” 

BRADSHAW MINTENER, Vice-President, Pillsbury Mills, Inc., Minneapolis, and 
leading layman-—‘ ‘Protestant Strategy in te Making’ is a timely guide book from 
the pen of a consecrated Christian layman. The material has been thoroughly pre- 
pared and presents with extraordinary clarity and fairness the problem that con- 
fronts us today in America and suggests a practicable and effective program for 
dealing with it.” 

REV. CLARENCE E. PARR, Pastor, First Congregational Church, Albuquerque— 
“It is clear, forceful and very much to the point. It should be read by every 
Protestant pastor. Along the path you ebart alone lies any hope for Protestantism 
meeting the imperative needs of our day. 

DR. HAYDEN L. STRIGHT, Executive Secretary, Minnesota Council of Churches 
—‘Congratulations on the splendid contribution you are making to our over-all 
Protestant strategy. Your booklet is very helpful indeed.” 

HENRY P. BALDWIN, Vice-President, Consolidated Water Power and Paper 
Co., Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, and President, Wisconsin Congregational Lay- 
men’s Fellowship-—‘When action, not dreaming, must be the order of the day, when 
writers and thinkers are flooding us with ideas and treatises, we have only time to 
glance through, here is a book that concisely covers the whole field. Assimilate the 
thoughts in this book and you can consider yourself an ecumenical-minded layman.” 

DR. J. BURT BOUWMAN, Executive Secretary, Michigan Council of Churches— 
“I am anxious to make wide use of it.” 

HOWARD W. BECKER, General Secretary, Missouri Council of Churches— 
“You have done a superb job on a subject which is of most vital interest today.” 

REV. HOWARD G. WILEY, Executive Secretary, Minneapolis Church Federa- 
tion—‘‘You are to be congratulated. You really produced a mighty fine tool. I am 
presenting it to our board of directors 

REV. HAROLD C. BRADSHAW, Executive Secretary, Topeka Council of Churches 
—‘It is a very scholarly and timely document. 

HAROLD KILPATRICK, Executive Secretary, San Antonio Council of Churches— 
“It is a valuable compendium and source book.” 

REV. JOHN W. MELOY, Executive Secretary, Louisville Council of Churches— 
“You have certainly brought together much pertinent material bearing upon the 
development of a Protestant strategy. Council secretaries and others interested in 
attaining a strategy will find this book valuable for reference.” 








(ORDER BLANK — TEAR OFF) 
Please send me copies of PROTESTANT STRATEGY IN 
THE MAKING at 75 cents a copy, with trade discount for quantities of 100 or more. 


Name 


{ ) Money Order ( ) Check ( ) Cash ( ) C.0.D. 


Wisconsin Council of Churches, Inc. 
308 Washington Building, Madison, Wisconsin 
or 


The Beacon Press 
25 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts 
which has generously agreed to assist in circularizing and publicizing 








| 


MARBLE-BRASS ‘SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS \\ 


HALLEY’S 
POCKET :* BIBLE HANDBOOK 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Dr. Wm. H. Leach: 
“Tt am amazed by the breadth of its material, 
its compactness, its usefulness, and its low price. 
The scholarship is good, and its writing is 


splendid.” 
Cloth Binding only $2 


Order from your bookstore 
H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, deveeasss 0, Iinois 





For the sake of your Church 
Get the facts about 
The Nelson Attendance Plan 


Which, for more than 14 years, has been 
rendering the finest possible service to the 
Protestant Churches of America. 


Ten cents in coin or stamps 
brings you complete details 
including 4 beautiful Series. 


Church Attendance Inc 


935 Dime Building Detroit 26, Mich. 








MOTION PICTURES — SLIDES | 


| burns atom-fear; and nations writhe 


FILMSTRIPS — RECORDINGS 


We carry one of the largest and most complete 
stocks of religious audio-visual aids in the coun- 
try. Send for lists. 

Church Film Service 
JOHN D. THOMPSON, Directr 


2595 Manderson Street Omaha 11, Nebraska 





| up and faced the audience. 
| a veteran. 


| “Who,” he asked, “am... 
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Who Am I? 


A Sustesi by Bailes M Boiman* 


HE crowd had gathered in the 
auditorium, but the speaker had not 
yet come to the platform. Sud- 
denly, towards the front, a man stood 
He was 
Pale, emaciated, trembling, 
eyes searching hauntedly, he asked one 
question. He was asking it, he said, 
everywhere he went, hoping some day 
somebody could tell him the answer. 
sd 
Some of the rest of us—grocerymen, 
housewives, doctors, students—while we 


| may repeat glibly our names, wish in the 
| night watches we knew the answer to 


that question, too. “Who am I?” “What 
is one person’s life worth, in a world 
so full of seemingly impersonal 
forces?” “What can one mere vote 
count?” A man read the account of 
court proceedings (“The State versus 
John Smith”), and exclaimed, “My 
God, what a majority!’”’ Overpowered 
by majorities, what matters one indi- 
vidual? Who am I? Deep in the sub- 
conscious of the peoples of the earth 


Amidst all 
this, the thin cry of the soul rises, 
ret gd 

Who has the answer? 
tian, what does he say? 

I 

First, he defines man as a child of 
God. An animal, a biped, yes; but 
something more. 

But to say to some, “Pardon me, sir, 
but you’re a child of God” would be 
meaningless—until they had been helped 
first to put God back into their uni- 
verse. The false gods these have been 
going after (drink, secularism, sensa- 
tion, technology, activism) are not 
fatherly. No percentage in feeling 
one’s self a child of such. Rather, 
slaves! Only God is Father. And until 
these can be helped to find the real 


If the Chris- 


| God, and put him in the center of their 


focus, they cannot then see their own 
lives in relation to him. 

But before he can help the non-Chris- 
tian, the so-called Christian must needs 
get God back into the center of his 
universe, too. As churchmen our lives 
are hurried and harried, tense where 
they should be resilient, fearsome when 
they should be strong. A. E. Gossip 
has a word for such well-meaning 
Christians: “And so they settle down 


*Of the Youth Department, The General Board 
of Education, The Methodist Church, Nashville, 


| Tennessee. 


to a lean, flat land, with never a rise 
from which to glimpse the heavens; 
never an august mountaintop hidden 
in cloud where, awed and solemnized 
they meet the Almighty face to face; 
and the hush of eternal things drowns 
the noises of earth and sinks deep into 
their souls.” He speaks of busy church 
people who “brush past God whistling 
as they go.” 

Lord Northcliffe, London newspaper 
man, was told he was going blind. Yet 
after six weeks of puzzled examina- 
tions, the specialists reported that his 
eyes were not only sound, but abnorm- 
ally quick and keen. But they were the 
eyes of a hunter, designed for far vis- 
tas, and wide horizons. Compelled to 
change their natural focus and concen- 
trate on small print, the tired optic 
nerves rebelled. When he moved to 
the country, the far vistas restored the 
eyes made for them. 

We, too, were fashioned for life on 
a great scale—for the far vistas, the 
unseen and the eternal, for big spir- 
itual realities. But the seen and the 
temporal crowds us close, and creates a 
din of noise. We grow deafened and 
blinded—to God. The Buddhists reckon, 
not five senses alone, but a sixth: the 
ability to see God. The sense of God 
must precede self-awareness. Who is 
God? Then, who am I, in relation to 
him? 

II 

Second, the Christian describes man 
as a being who can hold converse with 
God in worship. 

Wonder is natural in a tiny child. It 
can be the beginning of reverence. God 
to the little one is very near and real. 
He needs no formal saying of pray- 
ers. An eight-year-old was sitting with 
her mother in church when the minister 
said, “God is not far away ... just in 
the next room.” She whispered to her 
mother, “Next room? Why, I thought 
he was right here beside us!” Such 
awareness must be nurtured that it 
may ilower. 

The adolescent, with his peculiar sen- 
sitivity has likewise his own natural 
pathways to God. This is the time for 
exploring the meaning of worship cus- 
toms and symbols, for native idealism 
to be nurtured by portrayal of the 
Matchless Life. 

And what about adults in our Prot- 
estant churches? Do they know how 
to worship, or come prepared to wor- 
ship—spiritually breathless (breathless 
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physically, yes, from having slept 
late)? Is there an expectancy, an ach- 
ing awe at the possible miracle . . . of 
meeting with God that very morning? 


Or have we lost somewhere the | 
knowledge that it is a “fearful thing | 
to fall into the hands of the living | 


God?”—-That reverence that caused the 
early Hebrews to write the name Jah- 


weh with no vowel sounds, and io | 
breathe it only in a whisper of reveren- | 
tial awe?—That sense of the illimitable | 
majesty and mystery of God? A recent 
writer has said that people for today | 
need, not a little god over whom they | 


can have mastery; but a great God of 
Mystery. 


also are the work of thy fingers. 
shall perish but thou remainest.” “O 


Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy | 


name in all the earth.” 


Religious education no lenger talks 


of merely “child-centered” methods and 
curricula. 


sure. But rather, there is a new note 


of God-centeredness. The new religious | 
education recognizes as its top-priority | 


task, that of guiding lives from early 


childhood through youthhood and adult- | 
hood, not merely in learning about God, | 
Here | 
evangelism | 


but in ways of worshiping him. 
religious education and 
come together. 

When God is put at the center of our 
worship, the line between the sacred 
and the secular is blotted out. That 
was true in Old Testament days. 
Through its pages, we see a mass of 
people haunted by a sense of God— 
often a sense so vivid and of a God so 
holy, that their whole beings kept bow- 
ing down. Isaiah with his overpower- 
ing experience of the Presence in the 
temple. .. . Jeremiah pursued by a God 
he almost wished would let him alone. 
. .. Always through the Old Testament 
God’s messenger is there. The divine 
is very near, apt to burst in at any 
moment. A dusty wayfarer, trudging 
an empty road, turns a corner and 
there are the angels of the Lord. A 
shepherd tending a flock looks up and 
there, behold, is a burning bush. Jesus 
never lost that sense of God. He lived 
habitually in it. More than all others, 
then, he had a sense of identity as a 
person. He had answer to the ques- 
tion, “Who am I?” He said, “My 
Father worketh and I work.” Might 
@ similar sense of worth, of selfhood 
as workers with God, come to people 
who seek God first in their worship? 

The author of Let’s Act Now! offers 
a word of advice. “Next time you’re 
in an argument with a capitalist or a 
socialist,” he says, “you tell him you’re 
a theist. He'll probably think you’re 
crazy. But actually, your answer is 


“Thou O Lord hast laid the | 
foundations of the earth. The heavens | 
They | 


The interests and needs of | 
children and youth are utilized, to be | 
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not foolish. A capitalist is one who 
believes that individuals own the wealth 


of the world. 


God owns it. 
and the fullness thereof, the world and 
they that dweil therein.’ A theist has 


no trouble in understanding that the | 


economic processes of mankind should 
be as holy as the Lord’s Supper.”’t 
When God is at the center, all of life 
is sacramental. Worship is nct in a 
box apart. 

Yet on the opposite side comes the 
headline story. 
years drafting an International Dec- 
laration of Human Rights, the docu- 
ment was presented to the third session 
of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. Brazil moved an amendment 
to add the word “God.” But after two 
days cf heated debate, so the headline 
read, “God was scratched out.” 

“Who are we,” we might ask, “to at- 
tempt to bring the nations together— 
when we scratch out God?” 

All down the ages, whenever the 
church has leapt from its lethargy and 
done noble things, it has been because 
it captured again a sense of God. In- 


tBaker, R. T., “‘Let’s Act Now!,” 
Education Movement, 1948. 


Missionary 


A socialist is one who | 
believes that the commonwealth owns | 
it. A theist is one who believes that | 
‘The earth is the Lord’s | 
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spired by the knowledge of a Presence 
beside them, men will dare anything. 
With the fear of the Lord burned deep 
into their souls, all other fears die out. 


III 

Third, the Christian defines man as 
a child of God, able to worship him, 
and to do his will. Again, the new 
religious education and evangelism 
come together at the point of helping 
people not only fear God, but keep his 
commandments. 

“Who am I?” people ask. “Am i not 
free to do as I please? To break what- 

(Turn to page 75) 
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The Biography of a Bird - - The Wise 
Old Owl 


A Sermon for Children 


by G. 7. be | Halloch» 


HIS morning in our series of young 
people’s bird talks I have chosen 
the owl. There are many species 
of owls and they are found in all cli- 


*Assistant pastor emeritus, Brick Presbyterian 
Church, Rochester, New York. 


mates and in nearly all countries of 
the world. There is an old saying, 
“Wise as an owl,” though it is doubt- 
ful if owls are a bit wiser than many 
other birds. They are of many spe- 
cies, some large and others very small. 
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One small variety is called the Screech 
Owl, though their cry is not a screech, 
but a series of rather soft and quaver- 
ing notes. 


Owls generally, both large and small, 
are termed night birds, but they see 
best when it is only near-dark, which 
enables them easiest to obtain their 
sources of food. They are birds of 
prey and feed mainly on small animals 
and night-flying insects. They are 
considered rather as beneficial birds, 
finding their food largely in living 
things we count injurious. Owls have 
soft, fluffy plumage that makes little 
sound in flight, and they have very sen- 
sitive eyes and ears. The eyes are 
big, round and staring, looking forward 
only, like in men. The eyes are fixed 


, in bony sockets, so that the head must 


be turned to look sideways. This has 
led to the mistaken belief of some that 
if one were to walk entirely around an 
owl it will twist its head off in trying 
to follow with his eyes! The simple 
truth is that the head goes only to the 
half-way point and then, quick as flash, 
snaps back and is ready to resume its 
slow, steady gaze. The female is usu- 
ally larger than the male. The young 
are clothed with soft whitish or yellow- 
ish down. Owls lay white, nearly round 
eggs, in nests in hollow trees, in other 
holes and cavities, or sometimes even 
in chimneys or on the ground. The 
young, when they first leave the nest, 
usually sit close together in a tightly 
huddled row, awaiting the coming of 
their parents with food, and present 
an amusing appearance. As we have 
intimated there are many species of 
owls, among such are the Great Horned 
Owl, the Snowy Owl, the Great Gray 
Owl, the Barred Owl, and a large 
number of others. 

Traditionally owls are both wise and 
silent. It may be, young friends, that 
this is the lesson we need to learn. It 
is said that silence is golden. It has 
been well said that silence never makes 
any blunders or does any harm. I have 
heard of a man of whom it was said 
that he could hold his tongue in seven 
languages! Silence is the most valu- 
able thing imaginable, sometimes. When 
trouble is brewing keep still. When 
your feelings are hurt keep still, at 
least until you recover from your ex- 
citement. There is a famous verse 
about the quiet owl. It was often quoted 
by the elder John D. Rockefeller and 
used by the late President Calvin Cool- 
idge as a motto over the fireplace of 
his home at Northampton, Massachu- 
setts. It is a sermon in itself. Think 
about it. This is it: 

A wise old owl lived in an oak; 

The more he saw the less he spoke; 


The less he spoke the more he heard: 
Why can’t we all be like that bird? 
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Who Am I? 


(From page 73) 


ever rules I please, so long as I can get 
For laws | 
are written into our beings and into |! 


by with it?” No, not free! 
the fabric of human relationships as 
inexorably as into the atom and the 
physical galaxies. We cannot break 


these laws. We break ourselves against | 


them. 


The Bible is not only a book of sweet- ! 


ness and light. It is a record of che 


spirit of man wrestling with the angel, | 


of the nightmare of the soul, of right- 


eousness exalting a nation but sin be- | 

The | 
comes, | 
scrutiny, | 
Adam and Eve are ashamed of their | 
The Ten Commandments | 
are not tablets for a bygone civiliza- | 
They are seared with fire into | 
our social life today; and when broken, | 


ing a reproach to any people. 
awful judgment of the Lord 
down. In the Almighty’s 
nakedness. 
tion. 


they break the person or group. The 


prophet thunders to David, “Thou art | 


the man.” 


Children and youth need to become | 
acquainted, not only with the young 


shepherd stained-glass window Jesus, 


but with the sturdy daring terrible | 
Jesus who drove the money-changers 


from the temple; and who set his face 


steadfastly to go to Jerusalem. All of | 


us need to be confronted at our cross- 
reads of decision, not only with the for- 
giving Father-God, but with the sharp 


devastating teachings of Jesus about | 


right and wrong. We need redefini- 
tions of sin—individual and group, na- 
tional and international—perhaps a 


present-day equivalent of Jonathan Ed- | 


wards’ hell-fire and brimstone preach- 
ing! 

We took down off our walls a genera- 
tion ago, the picture of the all-seeing 
eye of God with the motto, “Thou God 
seest me.” But might it not make a 
difference in the way we live each day, 


if we felt our actions under the all- | 
Might it make a | 
difference to those who guide the des- | 
tinies of the peoples, if they not only | 
represented their peoples, but felt them- | 
selves to be answerable to the Eternal? | 


seeing eye of God? 


A world unity can only be built upon 


a world faith, that will give meaning | 


to each man as a citizen of God’s 
kingdom. 


Jehovah’s injunction to the children | 


of Israel might be dated today. “Behold, 


O man, I have set before thee this day | 
life and death, blessing and cursing.” | 
Other alternatives might be added: | 
world peace, or a world in pieces; rule | 
by neighborhood or by saber-hood; fel- | 


lowship among the nations, or annihi- 
lation. “It is a terrible thing to have 
discovered the secrets of God without 
having the spirit of God.” “To know 
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Your wife’s eyes: What will 
you read in hers when she asks 
whether you can afford that 
modest cottage that’s for sale? 





There’s no better time than right now 
to sit back and think what you will 
see in your family’s eyes a few years 
from now. 

Whether they glow with happiness 
or turn aside with disappointment de- 
pends, to a very large extent, upon 
what you do now. 

So plan now for that home you plan 
to buy eventually... set aside money 
now for his college education... plan 
now for the day you can retire. 


Your boy’s eyes: What will 
you see in his eyes the day he 
asks whether you can afford 
to send him to college? 


Your own eyes: What will 
the mirror tell you about them 
when it’s time to retire, and 
take things easier? 


Decide now to put part of your sal- 
ary week after week, year after year in 
U. S. Savings Bonds, so that you will 
have the money for the important 
things you and your family want. 


Insure your future by signing up on 
the Payroll Savings Plan where you 
work, or the Bond-A-Month Plan where 
you have a checking account. Chances 
are you won’t miss the money now, but 
you certainly will a few short years from 
now if you haven’t got it!! 
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what God knows and not to be what 
Cod is, is the most dangerous thing in 
the world.” 


Who am I? A child of God, made to 


worship him; but more than that, capa- 
able of linking your energies and time 
with the mighty purposes of an ever- 
creative God! 
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YOUTH LEADERS PLAN 
EVANGELISTIC PROGRAMS 

Geneva, Switzerland (RNS) — Dele- 
gates of Christian youth organization 
in nine European countries met at 
Presinge near here under the auspices 
of the World Council of Churches’ 
Youth Department to plan evangelistic 
and other programs, especially among 
homeless youth, during 1950. 

Reports on conditions among refu- 
gees and young people generally were 
presented by delegates from Austria, 
Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Holland, Italy, and Nor- 
way. Stress was laid on inter-church 
aid programs based on the principle of 
self-help. 

Pastor Tullio Vinay, head of the 
“Agape” Youth Center in the Italian 
Alps near Turin announced that the 
Waldensian Church was prepared to 
eontribute financially toward aiding 
religious education among the youth of 
“still more impoverished Protestant 
minority churches in Spain.” 

The conference discussed plans for 
developing ecumenical (world church 
cooperation) work camps during the 
coming year and also means for enlist- 
ing the cooperation of Christian youth 
on behalf of displaced persons. 

It was announced that these plans 
would be worked out in greater detail 
at a conference on the theme, “Evan- 
gelization of Youth by Youth” to be 


held at Landskrona, near Villach, Aus- 
tria, in April, 1950. 

Also discussed were plans fur a con- 
ference on evangelistic methods amorg 
industrial youth which will take place 
at Bievre, France, in February. 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 

VOTES COOPERATION WITH | 
WORLD COUNCIL 

Istanbul (RNS)—The Holy Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate has voted 
to continue cooperation with the World 
Council of Churches, it was announced 
here following a meeting attended by 
Patriarch Athenagoras. 

However, the Synod appointed a spe- 
cial commission composed of metro- 
politans and professors in the Halki 
Theological Seminary to study and re- 
port on the degree and manner in 
which the patriarchate may collaborate 
with the international church body. 

The Synod acted after discussing a 
report presented by Patriarch Athena- 
goras outlining recent conversations he 
had here with Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Coun- 
cil. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft visited the 
patriarch early in November while on 
a tour of the Near East. 

Greek Orthodox participation in the 
World Council of Churches has been 
a subject of much discussion, especially 
among theologians of the Orthodox 
Church in Greece, ever since the World 


Council’s First Assembly at Amster- 
dam in the summer of 1948. So far, 
| the church in Greece has issued no 
clear-cut statement on the issue. 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate is the 
ruling body of Eastern Orthodoxy. 
Patriarch Athenagoras, although he is 
the supreme head of Eastern Ortho- 
doxy, does not possess absolute powers 
but exercises an important influence 
over the Holy Synod, which makes its 
decisions on the basis of majority vote. 


SEEK CANONIZATION OF 
HAPSBURG EMPEROR 
Rome, Italy, (RNS) — Vatican offi- 


| cials disclosed here that a process has 
| been started 


in the archdiocese of 
Vienna, Austria, for the canonization 
of Emperor Charles, last of the Haps- 
burg monarchs of Austria-Hungary, 


| who died in exile in 1922, four years 
| after abdicating his throne. 


Stressing that the Holy See has had 


| no active part in initiating the proc- 
| ess, the officials said the Vatican had 


merely been notified that attempts are 


| being made in Vienna to gather the 
| proofs of heroic sanctity required in 
| every canonization cause. 


The Vatican officials declared that 


| such efforts sometimes take decades, 
| and that only when this task is com- 


pleted may the promoters of the cause 
turn it over for consideration by the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites. 


ASK FACTS ON DRINKING BE 
PRINTED 

Columbia, South Carolina, (RNS)— 
A change in the state’s libel laws to 
allow newspapers to print the facts on 
drinking and drunkenness in connec- 
tion with crime and accident stories 
was urged here by South Carolina Bap- 
tists, meeting in their 129th annual 
convention. 

The convention also urged local op- 
tion in the sale of liquor, a change in 
the present system of earmarking 
liquor revenues for educational pur- 
poses, and for the same controls over 
beer and wine as on liquor. 

In another action the Baptists sharp- 
ly condemned the Ku Klux Klan. 

QOppesition was expressed to efforts 
to have parochial or denominational 
schools, hospitals or other institutions 
supported by the state. “Any federal 
aid to education should safeguard the 
separation of church and state,” the 
convention said. 

The session also adopted a recom- 
mendation calling for a long-range ad- 
vance and capital-needs program fer 
Baptist educational and benevolent in- 
stitutions, with a goal of $7,000,000, to 
be divided according to need. 

A record attendance of 1,230 dele- 
gates was reported at the meeting. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1949 








COME NOW - OR ANY DAY IN THE YEAR = TO THE 


HEALTH CAPITAL OF AMERICA 


FOR NEW HEALTH. NEW LIFE, MORE FUN AND PLEASURE AT 


BOULDER HOT SPRINGS 


5000 FEET UP IN THE GORGEOUS — PERPETUAL SPRINGTIME OF THE 


MONTANA ROCKIES 


Halfway between Yeilowstone ane wsqc-e 
National Parks. Thirty-six miles nerth of 
Butte. Ranch life at its best with all of 
the comforts of a modern hotel. Ride 
through the scenic grandeur of the Montana 
Rockies. Swim in the open-air, hot spring 
pool. Good food in our spacious dining 
room. Good fellowship prevails. Near 
Catholic and Protestant Churches. 

Write or wire for reservations.— 


DIAMOND @59 RANCHOTEL 
BOULDER NZ MONTANA 
¢ 


CONVENTION INQUIRIES 


THE FAMOUS 
VIKING INDESTRUCTIBLE 


@ It's the original pat- 
ented steel folding chair. . . the 
chair that users named INDE- 

STRUCTIBLE! Thousands of these 
rugged — yet comfortable — 
chairs are still like new after 

years of use and abuse! The 
all-steel VIKING INDE- 
STRUCTIBLE No. 200 Steel 
Folding Chair is available 
in either Java Brown or 

Dawn Gray. Clamps avail- 

able for grouping the 

chairs in sections. Order 
now! 


‘ WRITE for prices, literature 
and name of nearest dealer. 
Only chair made with full back or closes in a second, wi 


Opens 
rest — greater strength, comfort, one ands Can't bind or stick. rigs 
safety. flat to 11%" thin — stacks 75 oF 


Heavy channel steel frame and 100 “ish without tipping. 


nowy oo furniture steel seat Gonerenedias hand gies, easy to 
carry 3 or 4 chairs in one hand. 


MAPLE CITY STAMPING CO. iy 


702 PARK AVE., PEORIA, ILLINOIS 


AMERICAN 
PLAN RATES 


2 AQ vi 


ASK ABOUT OUR 
ALL-EXPENSE VACATIONS 











DENNING FIXTURES 
FOR CHURCH PEWS 


THE ORIGINAL HAT 
HOLDER 


has been standard church equip- 








CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


Found in 
Prospering Churches 





(From page 8) 
fast to that which is good.” There certainly 
is no heresy in insisting on the right to select 
the activities which take one’s time. 

No honest minister wants to dodge a respon- 
sibility. But many of us have chaffed under 
duties assigned us by would-be directors of pas- 
toral activities which have little purpose or 
worth. Courtesy is a splendid quality. But 
when the issue lies between honest accomplish- 
ment and activities which are merely “time- 
passing,” courage is the better quality. 

Why not sit down and make a list of the ac- 
tivities which are asking your time. Put them 
in the order of the necessity. Then start at the 
top and apportion your time. Some things are 
going to be left out of your schedu'e. Someone 
is not going to understand. But, perhaps, the 
preacher can keep his health and sustain the 
auality of his professional services. 

(Turn to page 81) 
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service enjoyed by users 


of Hillgreen-Lane organs 


is a direct 


result of 


the painstaking care with 


which they 


are built by 


skilled, experienced artisans. 


ew, 


BUILDERS OF 


organs 


SINCE 
1898 


Hillgreen, ines wal “ 


ALLIANCE, OHIO 
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PROTESTANT EDUCATOR BACKS | 


WELFARE PROGRAM FOR 
CHURCH SCHOOLS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, (RNS) — 
Transportation, health, welfare and 
school lunch programs should be made 
available alike to pupils in public, 
church and private schools, according 
to Dr. Harrison S. Elliott, professor of 


religious education at Union Theological 


Seminary in New York. 

Here to address the Methodist Con- 
ference on Christian Education, Dr. 
Elliott said he upholds the traditional 


American viewpoint that public funds | 
for education proper should be restrict- | 


ed to public school children. But he 


added that all schools are entitled to 


general community services, 

Dr. Elliott said he believed public 
aid for educational use by both church 
and non-church schools would result 
in a “divisive” situation in America. 
The plan works in Britain, he said, be- 
cause the population there is homo- 
geneous as compared with the United 
States. 


CONNECTICUT CHURCH COUNCIL 
TAKES ANTI-GAMBLING STAND 
Bristol, Connecticut, (RNS)—A reso- 

lution endorsing any action the State 

Legislature may take “to oppose the 


relaxation of laws regarding gambling” 


was unanimously adopted here by the 
annual meeting of the Ccnnecticut 
Council of Churches. 

The resolution said the Council also 
commended “any positive action that 
may be taken in the future to obtain 
legislation which will strengthen still 
further the moral foundations of our 
church and society.” 

Another Council action recommended 
that churchmen develop Japan, not sim- 
ply as a mission field, but for its “stra- 
tegic setting in world affairs.” 

Dr. Rockwell Harmon Potter, 75, of 
Hartford, a leading Connecticut Con- 
gregationalist, was reelected president 
of the Council. In an address, he called 
for a federation of churches which 
would “manifest the real unity chat 
binds all Christians together.” 

He declared that unity “is not to be 
found in a monolithic, ecclesiastical 
structure but in cooperative effort.” 


HITS VIRGIN MARY ATTACK 
Newburgh, New York, (RNS) — An 
editorial in the Vassar College student 


newspaper attacking belief in the 
Blessed Virgin Mary drew a sharp re- 
buke from Hamilton Fish, former U.S. 
Congressman, in a luncheon speech 
here. 

The article, published last spring, 
stirred a wave of protests among Cath- 
olic clergymen and laymen, who re- 
quested Vassar officials for an apology 





parsonage. 


THE CHURCH BUILDER 
By Elbert M. Conover 
A complete guide for the church building or 
improvement program. Cloth bound, {illus- 
trated. 192 pages. $2.75 


THE CHURCH BUILDING GUIDE 
By Elbert M. Conover 
A practical handbook on all phases of the 
building program. Organization and finance. 
The architect. Building, and furnishing the 
church. 158 pages. Grained paper cover. $1.50 


THE CHURCH BEAUTIFUL 
By John R. Scotford 
A practical discussion of church architecture 
from a clergyman’s viewpoint. Emphasis is 
on beauty rather than engineering. Superbly 
illustrated. (Cloth) $3.50 


PLANNING CHURCH BUILDINGS 


A book of plans, exterior designs and interior 
views of churches to cost from $35,000 to 
$800,000. (Paper) $2.00 


PLANNING AND FINANCING THE NEW 
CHURCH 


By Martin Anderson 
A practical handbook, illustrated in photogra- 
vure. Material on parish house included. 
(Cloth) $3.00 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL AND PARISH 
HOUSE BUILDING 


By Elbert M. Conover 
All phases of building for religious education 
and social activities. (Paper) $1.50 


1900 Euclid Avenue 





Books Which Will Help You With 
The New Building or Alterations 
PROTESTANT CHURCH BUILDING 
by William H. Leach 


A complete survey for churches and churchmen planning new buildings. 


Written by a competent observer and student. 
the organization for building: appointment of the committee, comity agree- 
ments, finance, etc. The second part deals with architecture of nave, edu- 
cational rooms, social facilities, heating, lighting, ete. A chapter on the 


Cloth bound. Large pages. Delightfully illustrated—$3.00 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, INC. 


The first half considers 


CHURCH BUILDING FINANCE 
By Elbert M. Conover 
The most effective methods of securing money 
for financing the new church. (Paper) 75¢ 


PLANNING THE SMALL CHURCH 
Designs of thirty churches which show the 
way to inexpensive beauty and utility. 

(Paper) $1.00 


THE ALTAR IN YOUR CHURCH 
By William H. Leach 
Traces the devel it from table 
to the altar and gives instruction in the pro- 
per use of the altar and its furnishings. [Il- 
lustrated. (Paper) 75¢ 





BUILDING FOR WORSHIP 
By Elbert M. Conover 
Sixty pages, profusely illustrated, giving de- 
tailed study of chancel, pulpit, window, or- 
gan, bells etc. (Paper) 50¢ 


REBUILDING THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
CHURCH 


Designs and plans for enlarging and remodel- 
ing small church buildings. (Paper) 50¢ 


THE HOME OF THE RURAL PASTOR 
By Ralph A. Felton 
110-page, paper bound bvoklet on the plan- 
ning of the parsonage. Much broader than 
the title indicates. Good for rural, town or 
city parsonages. 400 


Cleveland 15, Ohio 








and repudiation of the thoughts ex- 
pressed by the student who wrote it. 

“All religion is under attack as never 
before by atheistic, totalitarian Com- 
munism and its fellow-travelers,” Mr. 
Fish said. “A scurrilous, wanton and 
irreligious attack on the Virgin Mary 
was published recently in the Vassar 
Review. There has been no repudia- 
tion of this evil story by Vassar offi- 
cials—of this wicked anti-Christian 
propaganda and smear attack.” 

“We have been deluged in the past 
ten years with political smear attacks 
which have been nauseating and un- 
American,” he continued, “but when 
Mary, the Mother of Christ, is singled 
out for a loathsome smear by a Vassar 
student, it has reached the depths of 
degradation.” 

Mr. Fish said the demands of the 


Rt. Rev. Michael T. O’Shea, pastor of 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Pough- 
keepsie, and the Holy Name Union of 
Dutchess and Putnam counties were 
never answered in the form of an 
apology by Vassar officials. 

METHODISTS REPORT CHURCH 

SCHOOL GAINS 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, (RNS) — 
Methodist church schools gained 152,259 
pupils in the last year and 1,028,336 
in the last five years, according to Rev. 
Walter Powner of Nashville, Tennes- 
see, head of the denomination’s general 
school work program. 

He told delegates to the Methodist 
Conference on Christian Education 
here that membership in Methodist 
church schools on November 1 stood at 
5,807,682. 














AUTOMATIC 
DUPLICATORS 


Open and Closed Drum Models 


$33.60 to $58.50 
POST CARD $9.75 


AUTOMATIC__ 


Above prices include Fed. Tax and SUPPLIES 


STENCILS (Postpaid) 
NEW “B” qu, blue or red 
NEW “B” T.-P., qu, blue or yellow 
“BEST,” qu, blue 
“BEST,” TOP PRINTED, qu, blue 
NEW PLIOFILM, TOP PRINTED, green. 3.25 
BULLETIN, folder-form, t. p., 2.85 
CEMENT, 


for splicing above 


INK (Postpaid) 
SPECIAL, black, for closed drums, Ib. 
BLACK ECO, 1 Ib. 80c; BEST, 
FOUR COLORS, % Ib. each color 
FOLIOS (Postpaid) 
“BEST”—200 designs for churches 
Miscellaneous designs for all purposes... 
Send for catalog — Department 3 
Also buy PAPER, Master ADDRESSER, 
SCOPE, TRIMMING BOARD, from: 


VARICOLOR DUPLICATOR CO. 


SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA 

















OR SERVED 
AT THESE HOTELS/ 


There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Ho- 
tels.” We suggest that you pass this 
list on to them either by publishing it in 
your church calendar or by clipping it 
from the magazine and posting it on the 
church bulletin board. 

PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and 17th Street. 208 
rooms—$3.00 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms. 
Banquet and meeting rooms. Louis E. Pike, Mgr. 





STOCK FORM, or PRINTED TO YOUR ORDER 


PRINTING COMPANY. 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Write for a | 





Pastoral Supplies 





CHURCH 


Classified for Sale 
and Exchange 


The Market Place for Men, Ideas, 
Church Supplies and Service 








Rate for Advertisements inserted in this De- 


| partment: Ten cents per word; minimum charge, 
| $1.00; 
| serves the right to decline advertising and refund 


payable in advance. The publisher re- 


remittance. If box number is used add ten cents 


| for forwarding postage. 


Forms close 5th of month preceding 
Address Classified Department 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, INC. 
1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio 
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CHURCH BULLETIN EXCHANGE 





Bulletins and other printed matter sent us are 
read and then held for requests from readers. 
Put us on your mailing list. As material is 
available it will be sent to you upon request. 
Include stamps for postage. Church Management, 
Inc., 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 








OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
Print-O-Matic Post Card Duplicator, New. 
Model A-2. Complete with supply kit. This dupli- 
cator has an automatic feed and is adaptable for 
cards from 3x5 inches to 4x6 inches, $13.50. 
Postage prepaid. Church Management, 1900 Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 





PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 








BOOKBINDING 





Old Bibles rebound like new, regardless of con- 
dition, Books, Hymnals, Magazines and all types 
of bookbinding. Prompt service at reasonable 
prices. Norris Bookbinding Company, Greenwood, 
Mississippi. 





Organist and choirmaster. 
Mus. Doc., Protestant. Wide experience; pres- 
ently employed in the east, wishes to move 
south. Box 27, Church Management, Inc., 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


Position wanted. 








SOUND PROJECTORS 





BOOKS 








and theological books bought and sold. 
Free catalog. Libraries purchased. Kregel’s 
Bookstore, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 


Free Catalog of used Religious Books mailed 
upon your request. Write today. Baker Book 
House, Dept. CM, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 

Marriage and Sexual Harmony by Oliver M 
Butterfield. Recognized as a safe guide. Paper 
bound. Ninety-six pages. Fifty cents prepaid. 
Church Manacement, Inc., 1900 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland 15, Ohio, 

Out of Print Lest | Books. We have succeeded 
in buying a few good, used copies of books by 
William H. Leach, which are no longer in print. 
They are offered at the following prices: Putting 
It Across, 75¢; The Making of the Minister, $1.25; 
Church Publicity, $1.25; The Tragedy and Tri- 
umph of Easter, $1.25; Church Finance, $1.25 
Books will be sent as long as available at these 
prices. Church Management, Inc., 1900 Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 

Wedding Etiquette. An attractive booklet which 
gives details of wedding etiquette including prob- 
lems of the bride, problems of the groom, issuing 
nvitations, plans for reception, the processional, 
decorations, etc. Almost a neces- 
a wonderful pre-marriage 
Fifty cents per copy. 
1900 Euclid Avenue, 


wedding music, 
sity to the minister; 
gift to the bride and groom. 
Church Management, Inc., 
Clevetand 15, Ohio. 








BOUND VOLUMES 





Church Management. Binding costs are so high 
that we have had very few copies of Volume 25 
made up. This volume includes all issues begin- 
ning with October 1948, and continuing through 
the September, 1949, number. Black waterproof 
cloth. $5.00 each; postage prepaid when remit- 
tance accompanies the order. Church Management, 
Inc., 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 








CHURCH PEWS 





Nine feet six inches long with 
book racks, envelope, pencil, cup holders. Fine 
condition Used thirteen years. $35.00 each. 
Franklin L. Artley, 924 Edgewood Road, Eliza- 
beth, New Jersey. 


Twenty Pews. 





Bell & Howell 16mm sound projector, $195.00, 
guaranteed. Da-Lite tripod screen, 52x70, $20.00. 
Stinson, 521 South Lombard, Oak Park, Illinois. 











Secret Message 


Cards Build 
Loyalty 


ss sien 
} A = “ 
SECRET Post 
MESSAGE 


Card 


The secret message cards remind 
people that they are remiss in their 
church attendance—but they do it 
with a smile 

The front of the card is clear and 
legible but the copy on the back is 
invisible. When dipped in water it 
becomes very clear. 

CARDS NOW AVAILABLE 

No. 1—Directed to adults who 
missed the Sunday service. Re- 
minds them that their friends missed 
them. 

No. 2—Sunday school absentee 
card with message in form of a jin- 
gle. The children will love this one. 

PRICES 
The cards sell for 50c per dozen or 
$3.00 per 100; 300 or more 
at $2.50 per 100 


Samples of any or all of these cards will be 
sent upon request accompanied with five cents 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, Inc. 


1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland 15, Ohio 
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There Is a DA-LITE Screen 
to Fit the Needs 
of EVERY Church 


Wherever pictures are shown in the church for instruction 
or entertainment there is a Da-Lite screen with the right 
surface—Da-Lite ‘‘Crystal-Beaded” or Mat White—and the 
right mounting for the purpose. 





Editorials 


(From page 77) 


How to Get Your Church 
Out of Debt 


SEMINARY student wrote to The Wells 
A Organizations, Inc., asking for informa- 
tion on the debt liquidation of churches. 

The letter came to the attention of Colonel 
Lewis G. Wells who made the reply. There is 
so much sense in the letter that we are giving 


DA-LITE 


an analysis of it for our readers. 


1. Do not accumulate an indebtedness until after 
you have adopted some workable plan for its liqui- 
dation. Too many churches violate this rule. They 
go into debt hoping against hope that a way will 
be found to pay the indebtedness. 

2. If you find yourself with a debt immediately 
seek to develope a practical and applicable plan for 
its amortization even though this plan will require 
a five or ten-year period. 

3. The responsibility for debt liquidation belongs 
to the laymen of the church. Many churches get 
this backwards. The laymen may think that they 
are guiding and assisting the minister; instead the 
minister should make sure that he is guiding and 
assisting them. 

4. The church membership in any church, no 
matter how small, can and will provide the funds 
for debt liquidation only after they are convinced 
that someone else is not going to assume that re- 
sponsibility for them. 

5. Funds for debt Jiquidation may be secured by 
(1) setting up a special fund, and obtaining pledges 
from all contributing members which can be paid 
weekly; (2) placing the debt amortization as the 
number one item in the church budget; and (3) by 
conducting a second collection each Sunday, this 
to be specifically for the debt liquidation. 


In a paragraph summarizing his views 


Colonel Wells says: 


In summary I would say (1) never create a debt 
until after a practical plan for amortization has been 
agreed upon; (2) your lay leaders must recognize 
that debt liquidation is their responsibility; (3) 
don’t look for outside help; (4) plan to raise it 
from direct gifts, either apart from or included in 
your budget; (5) don’t plan to get it from enter- 
tainments, bazaars, etc., (6) by all means place the 
weekly or monthly amortization payments as the 
first items to be taken care of from all moneys 
received. 








CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Boards. Dig- 
nified, refined, effective and economical. 
Over 7,000 IN USE. They increase at- 
tendance, interest and collections. Thou- 
sands of enthusiastic letters from Pas- 
tors. Write today for illus. Catalog L. 

H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
308'/2 E. 4th St. Davenport, ta. 





TRIPOD 
SCREENS 


have Da-Lite’s pat- 
ented Octagon case, the 
only screen case that 





does not cause wear 
on the picture surface. 


DE LUXE CHAL- 
LENGER: 30” x 40” to 
70” x70” from $17.50 
up. 


PICTURE KING: 
37” x 50” to 72” x 96” 
from $39.50 up. 

VERSATOL: 30”x 


40” to 37” x50” from 
$13.50 up. 





Churchcraft 
production 


PICTURE KING 


DA-LITE HANGING SCREENS 





MODEL B: Moderately 
priced wall or ceiling 


porn om 4 hanging screen. From 30” 


x40” to 72”x96” from 
$11.50 up. 


MODEL C: For large 
audiences. Ruggedly built. 
From 6'x 8’ to 12’x12’ 
from $86.00 up. 


ELECTROL: Electrically 
controlled for utmost con- 
venience. From 6 x 8’ to 
20’ x 20’ from $275.00 up. 


MODEL B 


Model C 
Floor Stand 


permits quickly setting 
up any size of Model 
C (through 9’ x12’) 
anywhere —for ser- 
mon illustration in the 
church or entertain- 
ment in 


minutes. Weighs only 
18 Ibs. From $46.00 up. 


Write for 


FREE Test Swatch 


DA-LITE SCR 
2751 North Pulaski Road, Chicago 39, Illinois 
‘America’s Finest Screens for 40 Years’’ 


‘pe rN od GN 








—— 


of Da-Lite ‘‘Crystal.Beaded” screen fab- 
ric. Compare it with any other picture 
surface. By actual test you will see why 
Da-Lite Screens show pictures best. 
Valuable bulletin “Planning for Effective 
Projection” also sent with test swatch. 


EEN COMPANY, Inc. 
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Speaking of Your 
Library ... 


It Is Not the Collection 
But the Selection That Is 
Determinative. 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME 


By Miles W. Smith. A delight- 
ful and scholarly book on the 
Acts. It stresses the effect of 
the Holy Spirit on the lives of 
the apostles and evangelists, es- 
pecially in the life of Paul_$2.50 


A MAN CAN KNOW GOD 


By John Henry Strong. A re- 
ligious experience of the highest 
order awaits the reader of this 
sensitive volume with its com- 
pelling “affirmations of faith.” 
A study of Christian life__$2.00 


450 STORIES FROM LIFE 


By Leonard R, Jenkins. Bright, 
sparkling and brief stories that 
illustrate some facets of daily 
Christian living. Delightful 
reading . . . contains a mine of 
illustrative material $2.50 


PSALMS OUTLINED 


By Arthur Emerson Harris. For 
classroom, ministers and laymen 
alike—a helpful volume analyz- 
ing each Psalm so that its con- 
tents may be understood at a 
glance __-- 


BUNCH OF EVERLASTINGS 


By F. W. Boreham. Many read- 
ers will rejoice that books of 
Dr. Boreham are again avail- 
able. This book presents pas- 
sages that will live forever 
spoken by Chalmers, Luther and 
iy GUNNS So oe ee $2.00 


FLAGELLANT ON HORSEBACK 


By Richard Ellsworth Day. This 
story of David Brainerd’s mis- 
sionary work among the Indians 
is hauntingly beautiful. It 
awakens a new conception of 
“what it means to be like 

eee 


At Your Bookstore or 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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... and their lives are individual in their needs and wants. 
Ministers particularly have many extraordinary problems 
with regard to unforeseeable sickness and accidents. 


and HERE IS A NEW “CUSTOM-BUILT INSURANCE POLICY”* 


TAILORED TO YOUR OWN INDIVIDUAL NEEDS! 





IT COVERS: We have developed a brand new type of Health and Accident In- 
Disability at Home surance, THE ADVANCE POLICY, designed for ministers and 
Disability in Hospital their families—with the radical new innovation of a graded premi- 
Disability caused by Accident um cost—issued in units—the cost is based on your age at time of 
Disability caused by Sickness issuance of policy. The basic $75 unit, ranging from $4.50 a 

quarter for a man under 30 to $8.25 if he waits until 50 or 55. 

IT PROVIDES: It’s new—it’s adjustable so that you can build an Accident and 
Hospital care Health program to fit your purse and personal need. 

Nursing 


Surgery 
and for your whole family, too! If you are a minister or full-time reli- 
, gious worker, be sure to write for com- 


*FOR EXAMPLE: a amen plete information. Fill out coupon today. 


‘ are totally disabled _ 
der 35 and vats remium you se mieiatrtle Alte ana coamenany euuee 
Y 4 —— (Legal Reserve Life Insurance) 
en 100B West Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 





se you are un 
ceacaiels for only $5.00 quarte 
; set $75.00 every month for “ 
ehaptet beneficiary would get $2, 
$2 500; confining sickness 
in There are other 


wou 
killed by accident your 
loss of two hands or eyes, ‘i 
ss * 
36 every month up to 14 mon scngonets 
pet ADVANCE policy. Specte 


and surgical bene- PUNE. onion ose hvadesndswntecescssieisesseeecsesacs 


Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, please 
send me your latest information describing the NEW 
CUSTOM-BUILT ADVANCE POLICY. 

benefits in the new 
hospital expense — 


fits also available. 


bursement 





CLIP AND MAIL TODAY + 



































































































































Waar makes your watch tick? All the pieces of its mechanism 

operating together in ordered relationship. In the same fashion 
your denominational witness is activated by the interdependent 
functioning of its constituent parts. One is your church publishing house. 
[t aids every denominational activity. Once the publishing house is weakened, 
all of your objectives will suffer. But you can help 
keep it strong and flourishing through making it your source of supply 
for all church school teaching aids. And this will be no sacrifice. 
The use of your own church publisher's expertly prepared materials 


is your very best assurance 


of happy, successful teaching. 


aati a Crcporation 


\ YOU NEED YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE: YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE NEEDS YOU. 
yr A joint message of the Official Protestant Publishers Group, Box 67, Chicago 90, Illinois 





